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EX 


Eph. 5. 16, 


Redeeming the time, becanſe the dayes 
are evil 


N the beginning of this Chapter the 

Apoſtle exhorts Chriſtians to holy- 

nels in general, by ſetting before 

them a pertect pattern, Be ye follow- 
ers of God as dear Children, and walk in 
lL,ve, The favourites of Heaven muſk imi= 
tate their Father.and like Gideons brethren, 
rfemble the children of a King; The 
precept is. Be ye holy, be ye perfeet, as your 
heavenly Fathcr is perfet : Then he- goes 
on to prels this great duty, more par- 
| ticularly upon all in their ſeveral Relati- 
ons, which he urgeth by-many arguments« 
And in the Text he ſecmeth to point out 
the opportunity.to put thoſe and all other 
Chiiltian duties into practiſe. See that 
|| you walk circumſpectly, not as tools,” but 
AF a5 wile, redeeming the time. 

Explication of the Words. 

Time is taken under a 
double. noticn : There 
is the ſpace of time, and 
there is the opportunity 
| of time; Tempus longum, 
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ſpatium temp 
ris, wWeigos eff 
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and Tempus commodum z Tune and oppor- 
anity differ, time 1s the duration, or ſuc- 
cellion of ſo many minutes, hours, dayecs, 
or years, one after the other, trom the bu- 
ginning oft a mans lite, to the end thereot, 
FJob7. 1,14,15. 1s there met an afprinted 
time for man upon Earth? Opportunity is 
the time apted and htited in order to this 
or that work or bulinels, 7:2. a mceting of 
tune and mcans together,to effect the end. 
This is called the teaſon or tempeſtivity of 
time, when time, tide, and wind. mcet and 
claſp together, Ecclel. 3.1. To en'cry thing ; 
there is a ſeaſon or opportanity of doing : Time | 
may be continued when the ſeaſon of time | 
is ended; the fails of txrme may be aloft, 
when the gale of opportunity 15 loſt. Eve- | 
ry time is not a ſpring time, a ſced time, a } 
gaining time, Manna was not to be had |þ 
but in the moraing, The beauty of time, | 
is the gpportunity of time, Fecleſ. 3, 11. 
He hath made every thing beautytul in | 
his time. this part of time we are to ol 
deem. Redeeming, denotes the excellent 
worth, and preciouineſs of times a com- 
modity to be valued aboye the Gold of 
Ophir. Solomon bids us buy te zruth, 
Prov. 23. 23- Our dear Lord counlelled- 
a miſcrable Church to bry Gold aad white 
Raiment, Rev. 3.18. And Payl cxhorts 
| | us 
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us to bay the time, a Jewel of that price, 
which mult be redecm<d at any rate. Baſe 
or vile things are not wont to be redecm- 
ed, but things ot worth, namely, mens 
Liberties, Eftites, Lives, &c. So our pre- 
cious time. Redeemtirg the time, becau/3 
the daies are ell, 


A 


The words contain two ecneral Parts. 

I. An Exhortation to a duty, Redcem the 
t1me. | 

2. The Reaſon of it, becauſe the dayes are 
evil, 

From the words we may* obſerve this 
Doctrine, which ſhall be the ſubject of 
my enſuing Diſcourle, : 

Doct. The beſt of Saints, or the redeemed 
of God have need to redeem the time : This 
Epiltle was written to a very famous 
Hourithing Church in the pureſt times oft 
the Golpel, among|t whom there were rare 
ad tingular Chrittians, they were called 
Saints, and faithful in Chriſt Feſus, Chap, 
I, I. and choſen of God in Chriſt, before the 


foundation of the World, verl. 4. and really 


converted, and brought into a fiate of lite. 
Moreover, they had learned the duty of 
Mortthcacion, one of the hardeſt leſſogs 
Mm Chriliianity, Chap. 4. 22. And were al- 
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to ſealed unto the day of R—_—_ Chap. 
I. 13.4.30.and had the earneſt of their h:4- 
wenly Inberitance : And yet they, whoſe at- 
tainments were fo high, muſt redeem the 
time, - The fame thing is preſt in difter- 
ent terms, Eccleſ. 9.10. It's called a work- 
while it is a day, Fo. 9. 4. In the hand- 
ling of this propoſition, 1 ſhall ſhew you, 
1. When time may be ſaid to be redeem- 
-" 6b 
2. What time muſt be redeemed. 
. Hww time muſt be redeemed. 
. Why time muſt be redcemed. 
. Motives and Dircfiens to help you. 
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Firſt. Jben 3s time redecracd. 
Anſw. When time 2n4 dury like thoſe 


two twins, Facob and Eſi take hold one: 


of another, or as twc loving year-tcllows, 
go hand in hand; When duty attends 
time, as the ſhadow the body, cr as the 
Maidcn ber Mittrels, 

This 15 to fill up time with duty. and 
to take opportunity by the fore-lock, or 
m Scripture phraſe, to do the work ot 
the day in the day. And to this eud op- 
portunities or ſeaſons are to be deſired, as 
they offer an occaſion of ſervice, and of 
- doing our duty. This we may ſee in holy 
DG. .Da- 


CS 
Darid, Pſal. 122. 1. Iwas glad when they 


- | failunts me, come, Ict ns go up to the bonſe of 
the Lord. When ther? was a way open to 
worlhip God in the beauty of Ho!yneſs, 


e 

- Darid rejoyced to fee the true Worthippers 

: improve their opportunity, to go to that . 

L City, the name of which, was Fehovah: 
Shammah, the Lord is there, Ezek, 48. 38. 

- þ And the Prophet Zeb. rich brings in the; 


Saints of God rejoycing in the ſame things, 
Zeeb. 8. 20, 21, 22. Let ts go ſpeedily to 
pray before the Lord, and ſeck the Lord of* 
Hts in Jeruſalem: 41 will go alſo. The 
Saints of old were wont to rejoyce. when 
the Sabbath came, becauſe oÞthe holy and 
; carenly duties of that day : Opportuni= 
ties and duty are alwaies to be'joyned, 
| Gal. 6, 10. This 1s to live according t9 
1 the will of God, 1 Pet. 4.2. and to walk 
circumſpealy, redeeming the time, Eph. 
| 5. 15,17. 
+1 2, When we are truly cardffl to make 
up former negligence with- double dili- 
g2nce, redeeming the time, we recover Opt 
loſs. Tine, according to this phrales: 
{-:zmeth to be taken Cap- 
tive, and we mult redeem Hoeyes etitin 2 
it, Redemptions are-made ere 0 Mo 
Us, Sen, in- NY 


| by purchale, to redeem a V4 
| hung, ) is to buy it for a price; the price* "i 
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we redeem it with is labour, travel, faith- 
ful and ſerious dilipence, and greater acti- 
vity and vigour in the proſecutions of our 
duty. When what of time or fcrioufnets 
hath bcen wanting in one day or duty, 1s 
made up, and fupplyed in the next this 
13 the way to repair our {ad foul-damages. 
For the time paſt of our lives may ſuffice ws 
to bave wrought tbe will of the Gentiles, 1 
Pet. 4. 3. Chriſtians, our fins have been 
many and mighty, but our ſervices few and 
mean, theretore put the beſt leg before. 
Be not as the ſluggard, like the door up- 
on the hinges, but as the Sun in the 
Heavens, that rejoyceth to run his race. 
The band of the diligent maketh rich, Prov. 
IO, 4. I heard of one who bcing a Pri- 
ſcner in a dark dungeon, when the 
Itght was brought to him tor a little time 
to cat his diet, would pull out his Bible 
snd read a Chapter, ſaying, he could find 
his month in the dark, but not read in 
the dark. An Argument that he made 
Cofiſcience of redeeming his time Sirs, 
& be watchtul, diligent, laborious in the 
Eithtul improv<-ment of all your time, 
talents, gitts, graces, 15 the thing here in- 
tended. The precept 1s for labour, Lake 
13. 24.2 Pc 1. 10. Ard the diligent in 
duty hath the pronule ot Glory, Heb. 11.6. 
To 
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To them why by patient continuance in well- 
doing, ſeek for Glory, and Honour, and im- 
mortality, and eternal life, Rom. 2. 7: 


A. 
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2, What. time m,uli be redeemed 

Axſw. All time. 

Time 53 fo precious, that not any of it 
mutt be lott. The whole time of our lite 
muſt be imployed either about our ſouls 
in the ſervice ot God. or in the works of 
our callings, or in order thereunto, Par- | 
ticularly, 

Is The time of youth 

2. The time of wealth and ſtrength. 

« The time of affliction. 

. The time of the Goſpel. 

. The time of the Sabbath, vr the Loeds 
dy in ſpecial muſt be redeemed. 

Firſt, The time of yorzth muſt be--re- 
deemed, The great God fiands much 
upon priority, to have the fitt and bc: 
The firſt ripe finits, the tirft that open-; 
<th the womb. O then offer the Iſzac of 

thy youth, the ſpring and flowers of: 
thy age to God, and tiay not until! the 
evil day. Begin firſt with - him from 
whom thou halt thy bcing, go about the, 
gran] aftairand work ot thy dear and ne- 
ver dying foul, betore thou dolt ingulf oy 
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{cIf in the cares of this World. Reſolve 
_ to preſent the firſt ripe fruits to that good 
and gracious God, who defireth tne tirft 
ripe fruits, In the bright morning of thy 
Nte match thy ſoul to the King ot Glory, 
and become his Bride before thou art de- 
floured, and defiled, by fin and the World. 
It the Colcſtial ſeeds of Grace be ſown 
mm the morning, the pleaſant and ſwcet 
tiowers ſpringing, out of thoſe feeds, will 
mvite the Lord Jeſus to come and walk in 
his Garden, Cant. 5. 1. If thou would'ſt 
be the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, let him 


that made the houſe, be che firſt and chiet 


Inhabirant, 2nd ſuffer not thy heart to be a 
habication for Dragons and Devils, which 
wall be thine undoing to all eternity. 

You young men, and young women, 
know, that the infinity gracious God 
holes'out the golden Scepter, and jnviteth 
you to come unto him The ruddy Da- 
#id, the child Sanmel, the young, Timthy, 
God calls, 1 Sam. 1: 11, 12. 1 Sam- 3+ 10, 
I Tim. 4. 12; and the ſooner you come, the 
better it will be. Say then, this inſtant, 


behold we come, thine we are, thine we 


will be; come now and take-thjne- own, 


God will accept you, and take it kindly, 


# his arms and boſome are open to you, Fer. 
"2. 2,3..T remember the kindneſs of thy 
| | youth, 


— _— 


| inthe daics of thy youth, Eccld. Prov. 32. 6: 
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youth, the Iove of hive Eſpouſa!s, when the 
firtt fruits was baolinc{s to the Lord» TE 

you would have the reipe&t and kindneſs 

of a God, offer unto him the firſtlings of 

the Flock , Gen. 4.. 4+ viz. thy youthful 

dai:s, It a company of aged feeble per- 

ſons. or cripplcs, were tendercd to the 

King for ſervice, he would not accept 

them, 1 Sam. 14. 52. Mal. 1.8. 13,14. Da- 

id trom his youth, and Fiſtab while he 

was young, began to ſeck the Lord,Pſal.71. 

17. 2 Chron. 34-3. Young, men, it you re- 

ceive the leed of Grace in the morning 

of your age, it will take the deeper root - 
and impreition upon your hearts, and cauſe. 
you to bring, forth truit in old age. Cloth | 
will kecp colour beſt that's dyed in the }. 
woo!l, and the Veſſel will ſcent longeſt of - 
that liquor, with which it 1s firſt ſeaſoned-;?. 

O then Remember thy Creator | 


I2.2. 

2, Thetime of health and flrcnoth-is to + 
be improved : You that are now ſtrong -* 
and lively, muit not expet to'be fo al- 
waies: You as well as othzrs muſt count: : 
upon difcaſcs, ſickneſs , weakneſs, whiche : 
will contine ycu to yore Houſes, Cham-' - | 
bers, and B<ds, : Now thea, while your”,” | 
ſixength and health of bely, and _— | 
i by 
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x8] vigour -i5 continued , be mindful of 


your work and time. 
Luke 13. 2.4- The great duties and 
1 Cor. 9.243:'5 difficutics in Heavens 
Eph. 6. 12. $75 LF . 
«Tk 8 nn. way are let forth by Rri- 

ving, wicliling, tghting, 
running, which requircs the beit of our 
time, and moſt of our ſtrength. Can a 
fick and weak man run fo as to obtain, 
or {0 ſtrive and conflict as to overcome, 
judge ye: King Sax! choſe the ſtrong 
and valiant for his ſervice. *Tis-the ſtrong 
mult 1an the race, Pſal. 19. 4. and the 
young mult overcome the evil ONC, I Fob 
2. 14. It a man had a bulineſs of great 
concernment, Or 4 matter of lite and death, 
that required time, ſixength, and diligerce 
for the doing ot-it, and ſhould omit it un- 
till he were ftricken in years, or untill fick- 
neſs and weakneſs invade him, every cne 
would be ready to charge him with fol- 
ly. 

It a Carrier amongſt many ſtout, ſtrong, 
Horſes, had one poor, lame, flick Horſe,and 
ſhould lay the burden of the greateſt 
_ weight and worth upon that poor, weak 
+ Jade we ſhould conclude that cither he 
was cruel, or that he wanted the under- 
ſtanding of a man. This is cur caſe, the 
. great affair of Immortal Souls requireth 
time, 
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time, ſtrength, diligence , and all lie- 
tle enough. And ſhall we charge the 
whole fſirefs of our cverlaſting ſtate, up- 
on a few daies fickneſs, and weakne(5 
before cur death, God forbid, Feeleſ, 12. 
3» + 

3. The time of affliction muſt be redeem- 
cd. Chriltians, i» the day of adverſity we 
muſt conſider ,. Eccleſ. 7. 14+. It was the 
time of Fucob's trouble, when the Apolile 
exhorted Belcevers to redeem the tire ; 
God ſpeaks by his rod, as well as by his 
word, to both which,we mult have an ear. 
God. ſometimes teaches his, as Gideon 
tke mcn of Szccoth, Judg. 8. 16. with 
thorns and bryars of the wildernets, Let 
the affliction be of what 
kind or degree ſoever, ci> Schola erueir ef 
ther upon our Perſons, Sc#9/a tncrs. Enih, 
Names, Eſtates, Families, Pſ®- 94 12+ 
Church or Kingdom, 
yea, and of long continuance; we arc to'' 
look upon it as:from God, and for our 
good. For every affliction ſpeaks to us | 
in the Language of Ehud to: Eplon, T: 
bave a meſſage unto thee from God. And 
God will reckon with us for the rods he 
laies upon us. I ſhall ſpeak moreto this 


4+ The 
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4 The 1ime of the G-ſpel maſt be re- 
deemed. Goſpel-time is our ſpiritual 
Þarveſt, and it 15 notorious folly to ſleep 
| or loyter in Harveſt. The 
Mat. 4 16. time of the Goſpel is a 

2 Jum, x. 10, : ; | : 
time indecd, viz. a time 


Ezck 13.8, , 

Rom. 5.8. of light, a time of love, 
Va. 6 r. a time of lite, a time of 
John. 6. 16, liberty, Now the Trum- 


pet of Jubile ſoundeth, 
and all debts and mortgages may be ta- 
ken up and releaſed. Here's liberty for 
the por Captives , and the opening of the 
priſon to them that are bound. Tis now. an 
accepted time, a day of ſalvation, 2 Cor. 
6. 2. atime to accept, or a time to be ac- 
cepted, a golden and glorious time 1n- 
ce ole deed. Behold, now there 
or tempus accepa. 15 4 broad and clear way 
bale Reza in loc 10 the Mercy-ſcac , the 
flaming {word 15 gone, 
- the partition wall is down.all Bars & Gates 
are removed, an Act of Indempnity 1s pro- 
chim'd, and there is a free admiition for 
all to:come and be ſaved; pardons are 
ready, Iſz. 55:6, 7. Iſa. 45. - 
| Sinners, your dear Lord [cſus, the great' 
* Peace-maker, 15. now an important Suitor 
unto your perniſhing fouls, narrely an 1n- 
vitinz, 
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viting, knocking,- wait- 
ing. promiſing Chriſt, 
PrJv. 1. 22. 9. 4+. Ta. 65. 
2. Matt. 11. 28. Rev. 3. 
20, Cant. 5. 2. Job. 6.36, 
The treaiurcs ot Grace 
are opened, and oftered 
to fale upon cafie terms, 
without mony, and without price, Iſa. 55. 
1 Rev, 3.17. O make fpecd and come, 
make the purchaſe, bay the pcarl of price 
that's better than Rubics, and you thall 
have a treaſure in Heaven, The tavour 
of God, precious blood, white raiment, 
tryed Gold, and the eternal lite of your 
never dying ſouls is worth the .having, 
Conſider allo,that now the holy ghoſt calls, 
and offers his athitance to cloſe the bar- 
oain, to tye the marriage knot between 
Chrilt and Souls, Heb. 3, It you Joſe this 
opportunity, you may never have the like. 
The Spirit and the Bride faith come, Rep. 
alt. 17. 26 

5: The time of the Sabbath or Lords day 
muſt be redeemed: We muſt have a 


Luod offertur £'a- 
tia Ox gyitia Neg 
eſt qui ſua conftt- 
tu't rebus omuiburs 
mementis ut oh- 
latam occaſionum 
arripiamus, 


ſpecial care of {auRitying that day, 1t. be-» 
ing the Sabbath of the Lord our -God.. 
This golden day from morning to night? 
muſt be ſpent in the ſerviceand worſhip of, 
_ our Lord, eithex in-publick, private, or {e-- 

| cret 
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cret duties, and no part of it muſt be 6ſt, 
Take no liberty upon that day tor frothy, 
| vain, and unprofitable 
4 'e youth ther. 1:(-ourſe, or Recreations 
ately was hang'd 4 
for murdering his OT fO Tide, buy, (ll, or 
Fellow Servanr, Work. This dreadful , 
cc ntſv] thar h's God-provoking fin of 
$a: bick breaking Sabbath-breaking, 1s a ſin 
I ihr qrndigh- in faſhion, hundreds in 
was he. this Nation ferve the 
; Devil more vpon the 

Lcerds day than on other daiess Then 
men are at leiſure to ferve the Devil, and 
fatisfie therr luſts, to go to the Ale-houſe, 
or to excreile themiclves in ſports and 
paſtimesz.  O that Magittratcs, Minitters, 
Maſters of Families, and Parents, would 
look to it, Neb. 13.17. The Lord of the 
Sabbath commandeth thee, that thox, uud 
thy S-1, thy Daughter, thy man-ſcrvant, 
and all within tby gate, keep that day ho- 
ly. 
The Sabbath is called a holy convoca- 
tion, Lev. 23. 2. and the Loxd of the day 
Is an inhaitely holy, juſt, and jealous. 
God. The Sabbath heretofore was cal- 
led Regina dicran, the Queen of Caies, in 
the New Teſtament it is called the Lords 
day, Rev. 1. -10. a day in which we com- 


memorate the greateſt mercy, viz. tne 
glOLI\US 
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glorious Reſurreion of our crucified 
Lord, and that which the pureſt Chriſtians 
in the pureſt times did carctully obſcrve. 

In the Primitive times, a ſerious and 
ſtri& obſervation of the Lords day, was 
a tryal or badge of Chriftianity. When 
the queſtion was propounded, Servaſiz: Do- 
minicum? haſt thou kept the Lords day ? 


. the anſwer was turn'd, Chriſtianus ſum, 


intermittere no# paſum. Iam a Chriſtian, 


 andcannot intermit it. It was a ſayin 


of an Eminent Divine, that he woul 
judge of a mans Religion according to 
the reverence and care he had of keeping 
the Sabbath. Chriſtians, you are to keep 
your Lords reſt, and pertorm the holy 
duties of his worſhip chearfully, reve- 
rently, ſpiritually, Fob. 4. 24- It ever you 
think to celcbrate an eternal Sabbath with 
God in Glory, be caretul of this duty. To 
enforce it, conſider 3 

1. How ſtrictly the Holy God impo- 
{-th it, and to what end it is: Remember 
the Sabbath day t) keep it holy, Exodus 
20, 8. This bleſſed day tor communion . 
with God, is to be premeditated upon be- 


fore it cometh; therefore in the evening 


before the Sabbath, Ict all your neceflary - 

occafions be done up, that you may have 

uothing but what becometh the work of 
I» that 


(16) 
that day. Be like Davids good man, P/al. 
112. 5. ordering your affairs with diſcyetion, 
eſpecially your ſpiritual affairs. It you ex- 
p<Rted the company of ſome worthy 
friend, would you be found in a ſiuttith 
_—_ or ſweeping, and cleanſing your 
houſes on that day, and all out of order? 
On the Lords day you ſhould vehemently 
expect the approach and preſence of the 
King of Glory, therefore make all ready to 
entertain him. 

2, Remember the excellent Epithctes 
and Titles of this blefſed day, it is called 
# High day, a Holy day, the Holy of the 
Lerd, Honeurable,, Tſa. 58. 13. Therctore 
Ict it be redeemed, lole no more Sab- 
baths. | 

3. Conſider the blcfiings and ſoul-bene- 
fits of that day, if it be rightly obſerved. 
+ It is your Lords Market-day, in the which 

- Fou have the precions Oyl, the golden 
Mines, and Treaſures of Grace opened 
that day. There are ſpiritual dainties for 
your hungry ſouls, to which you are by 
Chriſt invited that day, Iſa. 54. 1, The 
Ho!y Ghoſt doth breath and blow that 
| day, by the fccret and {weet gales where- 

of, Saints mount up toward Heaven. The 
| great God comes down, and gracious 

# fouls aſcend that day, Rez. 1. 10. And the 

Eunuchs 
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Eunuchs that keep Gods Sabbaths, have 
the promiſe of a namc-in his houſe for 
ever, Iſz. 56. 4, 5- I might add, the ſevere 
threatnings, and Gods {1gnal judgements 
upon the prophaners of the Sabbath, or 
Lords-day, The man that was found ga- 
thering Ricks upon the Sabbath, by an nn- 
mediate command from God was ſtoned 
to death, Numb. 15. 32,34, 35, 36- 


_—_—_— 


How Time muſt be Redeemed, 


I. By taking and improving all opportunities : 
for the glorifying of Godl. | 

2. By laying hold on the-preſent time, and - 
now day of Grace for ſetling and ſecuring 
your everlaſting ftate. | 

3. By improving the preſent means of Grace 
for your ſpeedy growth in Grace, = 

4. By doing all the good you can ' t0' others 
white you may. | 

5. By labonring to keep up ronflant communi 
on with God in holy duties. 

6. By improving every providence and out- 
ward croſs for inward and ſpiritual ads 
VIHtages. - -"l 

7. By caſting wp your accounts every days 
that you may make eren with God. 
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8. By Libonring to order every daies work in 
refercuce to your laſt day; That having 


' finiſhed your work, you may be fit to 
leave thu World. 


I. By taking and improving all occaſions 
for the glorifying of God : Dcar Chriftians, 
this is yoar Fathers butincſs, and the 
great Errand for which you had your be- 
. 18, 

You were born, and new born, to ſerve 
_—- the intereſt of the holy 
+ Tempus non pete and bleſſed God in the 
Des conſeor63,vh world; this is that glo- 
quommedgoyedempe _- 
t#12.Calvin in loc. TI1OUS end * for which 
| . you ſhould ſpend your 
ſtrength and time, and Jay out your ſclves 
to the very utmoſt, That which is the 
\ chief end of your life, viz. to diſplay 
| and propagate Gods Glory in the World, 
- mult not be neglected, other things are 
| infinitely inferiour, and muſt be fubordi1- 
| nated unto this. For the thoughts and 
+ deligns of ſerving the intereſt ' of your 
Log, 15 that which you muſt be alwaies 
_ driving on in thisevil World. God ex- 
peas it, Thu ſhalt have no ther God before 
| 27e, Exod. 20. 3. God will be exalted in 
* the heart, and in our lite too. I-will be 
| glorified, faith the Lord,betore all the peo- 


pic, 
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ple, Lev. 10. 3. One. way or other, the 
great Creator will have glory by 21} his 
creatures. God made all things for himſelf, 
the World to be a viſible and wonderful 
Declaration of his excellent Glory, fo that 
Itis his due debt, Pſzl- 29. 1,2. Pſal. 96.8. 
Give wato the Lord the Glory due unto bis 
Name, to walk with God in our whole 
courſe, to deſign his Glory, 1s the prime 
mark of our Saint-ſhip and fincerity.. 
This is the white in the mark we ſhould 
aim at, the thing we ſhould purſue 
reſolutely, vigorouſly, with all our nught. 
Whether we pray ,. or preach, or read, 
or hear, or celebrate Sabbaths, or. converſe, 
exhort, or reprove, or indeed buy, ll, 
plow, ſow, cat, drink, let it not be done 
for the World, or the intereſt. of the 
fleſh : We ſhould have ſuch a high eſteem 
of God, and'fucin ſixong ectires, and:ttrong 
affcfions to him, that the pleaſing, prais | 
ſing, and magnitying of God in all our 4 
wales, right be our main endeavour: -,. ! 

Chriſtians, you are choſen out . of, the-. 
World to be Gods witneſſes , it yogi 
not appear for God, his honour and ins* 
tereſt, none will : All ( faith the Holy As® 
poſtle ) feck their own, Phil. 2. 21. it | 
you are to deny; and kcep- under felf,"4 
which 1s dire&ly cppoſite to the _— N 
"y O 
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of your God. Wicked men are uold and 
relolate in away of fin, to bear up the in- 
terett-of the Prince of darkneſs, and will 
' . not you be as active tor the intereſt of 
+ your Lord? The Martyrs would rath.r 
* dye than dithonour God, who burning 

with zeal to Gods Glory, would glorihe 
him in the very fire, God hath made 


; you honourable, Tſz. 43. 4. being Kings 
+ and Prieſts, and inroll'd you amongſt the 
” firſt-born that are written in Heaven. You 
 - havea place in his heart, and a name in 
” * his houle, you are veſſels of honour, and 
+» ſhall be honoured, that we might be to the 


glory of bis Grace: Your Everlatting Fa- 
+ ther hath mark'd you, and {et his ltamp 
and ſcal upon you, and put a principal of 
lite within you, that we might love him , 


' to bear up his deceaſed brothers name, 
; Dent. 25.9. was to have his tace ſpit on 
: in the face of*the' Congregation,, But 
; fhame and-everiatiing contempt will be 
{ _ upon their faces, that will not ftand up for 

goue honoar. of the Holy God, Day. 12. 2, 
Was Chriſtians, ? tis the {in that reflects diſho« 
4 1 *nour. 91 Gods name, therefore allow it 

' 


Hat in your elves, and-prevent-1t.what you 
can; in others. Redeem your time, and 
-— — Gods glory, your daies-areevil,and 


you 


and live unto him, The man that retus'd 


* 6 OBS oa aur Pr 


nd \ 4 
SI. —?= > 


nz RET”. 


- 


( 21) 
you have but a few dzies for this work, do 
it, and God will ewn, you, and advance 
you to a Kingdom. . . 

Beloved in the Lord, thongh you differ 
in other things, agree in this, to glorihe. 
God on earth, thaz you may with one mind 
and one mouth Glorifie God, Rom. 15.6, 


{ Every one that's godly crying out with 


Donnie anions, we; 5 1 io, Io 


holy David, Pal, 34+ 3- O magnifie the Lr1d 
with me, and let us cxalt his name together, 
1 Cor, 10. 32, Joh. 14. Ephel. 1. 6. As 
--+< 45 are jerfet , will be thus minded, 
Pfal. 3. 

2. By laying hold upon the preſent time, or 
now: day of Grace, for the ſttling and ſecu- ' 
ring your everl ating ſtate or bleſſed Eternity. 
Your Souls concerns are the greatelt ; yea, 
of infinite moment3 and the things of 
Eternity claim a ſuperiority, It you pur- 
=_ to do your ſouls good,you mult ht 
eck the Kingdom of God , Mazt. 6, 33. 
and take the Kingdom of Heaven with 
violence, Mat. 11. 12. Let me dye the death 
of the righteous, or a Lord have mercy on me, 
when yon come to dye, will not do, Numb. 
23. 10. Mett. 25. 11. And know finner, it 
maſt be done in this thy day now, or -/ 
never, Lake 19. 42, While the door of © 
Grace is open,befare the Bridge be drawn,  * 
and mercy gone, Iſa. 55. 6, This muſt be -' 
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1. By complying with the preſent call 


' of the Goſpel, in tloling immediately 


with J:{\us Chriſt, and in giving and re- 


gning your {clvcs wholly unto him. This | 


15 that one thing neceſſary that muſt be 
done ſpeedily, to ſecure your ſouls, to pro- 


vide for their everlaſting welfare, There» | 
| fore do not procraftinate or delay it for a |} 


World. *Tis thy, grand affair, that muſi 
make thee or marr thee to Eternity. He 
that believes, ſhell be ſaved ; he that believes 
nt, is condemacd already, Fohn-3. 36. Fobn 
8 24. John. 1. 12. It you do not now em- 


| brace the Lord Jeſus, upon the great and 


glorious terms of the Goſpel, you will 
as certainly b2 damn'd, as it you were in 
Hell amongſt Devils already, 2 Thef. 1.5, 
9. Heb. 2.3. 3.18. You that want Chriſi, 
will you welcome Chrilt, ſaying with thy 
foul; Come in thou bleſſed of the Lord. 
eater thou King of Glory, Pſal. 24. 7. 
Thine 1s the Kingdom, take the Throne, 
ſit upon the chicteſt Chariot, take up thy 
lodging in my heart for ever, and ſuffer 
not the dead Child to lye in the place of 
the living Child; a dead World, and 


- damnable Lufis, where my Lord ſhould 
 #. © lodge: O blefled day, and happy hour, in 


winch the Heir of Heaven, and periſhing 
Sianers meet, and are married ! Here's a 
match 
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match for you !. will ycu renounce all o- 
thers, Sin, the Devil, and carnal Compa- 
nions, and joyn your felt to the Prince of 


| Life? Speak the word, and the work is 


=) EAGLE 0: AS * dr 


done; open the door, and he will certain- 
ly come in, and take up his abode for 
ever. All that the Father hath given 
him, ſhall come to him 3 and him that 
cometh, he will in no wiſe caft out, Foh. 
6. 37. Rev. 3.20. Iſz. 26. 13. Iſa. 44. 5. 
2 Cor. 8. 5» Afis 16. 30. 

2, By repenting without delay, This 
is the {.cond great work, in which you 
mult make ſpeed 3 for untill this be done, 
you are in danger every moment of drop- 
ping down to Hell. Remember the ſad 
ſtory of the Woman, who, when her 
houſe was on fire, had her Child burned 
while ſhe was ſaving ſome of her goods. 
Sinners, your danger 1s great, your OPPOr- 
tunities are flying, fly you as faſt. Let me 
{ay to thee as the Angel to Lot, Ger. 19. 
16, 17. when in danger of being burned, 
Eſcape for thy life, ſtay not, left tho be eon« 


\ ſumed, The Lite and Salvation of thy 


Soul, cannot be ſecured without this; As 
II. 18. 2 Cor, 7, 10. Luthe 13. 3. Theres 
tore labour to know the Plague of thy 
heart, 1 Kings 8. 38. an4 ploy, up the fal- 
loy ground z ſow in tcars, and ſet abort 
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it this inſtant, before this day be endcd, | 


this Sermon ended; leſt it ſhould be ſaid 
of thee, as of that woman F7eſabel, Rev. 
2.21.1 gave her ſpace to repent, and ſhe re- 
pented wot > and ſo Gods fury come forth like 
fire, and burn, and none can quench it, Jer, 4, 
3» 4+ 
3- By making it your great buſineſs to 
ſecure an intereſt in Chriſt, getting your 
evidences for Heaven bright and clear, 
Chriſtians, 
pledges and tokens of Gods love to your 
ſouls, til] you are aſſured of the truth of 
your Faith, and the ſincerity of your Re- 
pentance, and hereby of the pardon of 
fin, and: of your intereſt in the Lord J]c- 
ſas, you can have little comfort in your 
ſouls, or boldneſs towards God. There- 
fore, with might and main, work out your 
ſalvation. Phil. 2. 12, Make your Calling 
and Elc&tion ſure, that upon certain 
grounds you may ſay as the Church, Lam. 
3: 24. The Lord is my portion, ſaith my ſoul. 
Doubileſs thou art our Father, Iſa. 63. 16. 
Or as holy Fob in his deep affliction, Fob 
19. 25. I know my Redeemer liveth, I am 
thine, ſave me, Pla]. 19. 91. Truly 1 am thy 
Servant, I am my Beloved's, and my Beloved 
3s mine. Cant, 2, 16: Chriſtians, this afſu- 
xingÞFaich 1s attainable z pray for it, and 
vigo» 


till you have gotten the | 
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vigorouſly prec(s after it, that you may be 
ſcaled up unto the day of Redemption, 
that fo an entrance may be miniſtred unto 
you, into the everlaſting Kingdom of eur 
Lord and Saviour Jelus Chriſt, 2 Pet I. 
10,11. And O how well have they re- 
deemed their prccious time, that have fc- 
cured their never dying fouls. Rnow 


8 this, that Aﬀurance requires both diligence 
| and perfeverances therefore you mult be 


conſtanr in the ute of incans, and lay hold 


| on every opportunity of enjoying the 
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Goſpel. This your Lord commendeth in 
Mary, calling her attendance on the word 
preached, a chuling . the good part, Late” 
IO. 42. there you will taite the Chryital 
ſtreams, and view the gold:n Mines ot 
{ound Doctrine, and Wells of Salvation. 
This 15 the place of. {piritna] wonders, 
waere the dead are raiſed, the Lepers clean- 
(cd, the eyes of the blind opened, and the 
Devils cje&cd. Goſpel Ordinances are 
the Golden Galleries where the King of 
Glory walketh : The Bcd, where immor- 
tal ſouls are begotten unto God, and: in 
which the broken hearts do travel till 
Chriſt be formed in them. Tirovugh' 
theſe golden Pipes, the water of. Life is 
poured out upon thirſty panting fil; 55; 
the chearing of their {p1..is. Ho; 34 
% mn 
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Doctrine preach'd, and words whereby 
thou muſt be ſaved, 44s 10, Here Chriſt's 
Mother found: him, it being the place: 
where the Bridegroom and the Bride meet 
and ſolace themiclves together. Do not 
forſake the ſolemn Afſſemblics, remember 
what Thomes loſt by being abſent when 
Chriſt came. O.come.to the Poſts of 


Sanctuary. *'Tis upon, theſe waters the 
Angcl moves, and ſouls are healed. This 
1s the School where all Gods children are 
taught of God, and infiructed unto the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

3. By improving the preſent means of | 
Grace, for your ſpeedy growth in Grace, that | 
{© the grain of Mufiard-ſeed might be- | 


Wiſdoms Doors, and with empty Pitch- | 
ers (et your ſelves under the:Spouts of the | 


J-VETS. 


Chriſtians courle 15 compared to.a Race, j 
a Walk, to the Morning Light, 1 Cor. 9. 
24. Rom. 8.1. and thereloie you mult go 
on, and be progref{ive whiltt you live. Be- 
leevers ſhould be as greedy of Grace, as 
the men of the World are of gain be- 
cauſe one grain of Grace is more worth 
than a houte- full of Gold, yea, better than 
Rubies. You are comparcd-to ſtars, to 
fruittul Trees, planted by theRivers of wa- 


ter, and you ſhould gliſer and ſhine in-this 
dark 


come a great Trce, Matt. 13-- 52+ The 
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dark night of Helliſh prophianeneſs, and 
live down, and convince this accnſing de- 
bauched generation. The trees of the 
Lord ſhould be full of ſap, Pſal. 104. 16. 
being grafted into the trae Olive, and un- 
der the (weet dews of Heaven, you ſhould 
flouriſh in the Courts of the Lord, and 
bring forth fruit in old age, Pſal. 92. 12, 


| 13, 14. Chriſtians, keep your Lamps burn- 
 1ng, and hold on your way, that the David 
| of Grace may wax ſtronger -and fironger. 


Make no ſtop, but firain to get and keep 
betore,that. you may win the prize. Growth 
in Grace js required of the higheſt Gyant, 
as well as the loweſt Dwarf in Grace, 
They ſay of the Crocodile, he groweth as 
long as helivethz and when he cealeth tv 
grow, he ceaſeth to live. How many poor 
creeping, Chriftians are there, who can 
hardly keep life and ſoul together, being 
like the door upon the hinges, Prov. 26.14. 
and why, but becauſe they are come to a 
p:tch, and paſt growth, as ſoon as ſprung 
up above ground. It there be the tut! 
of Grace, there will be an endeavour aftcr 
the ſtrength of Grace 3 where 1s- life, there 
1s growth, 2 Pet, 2.2. The path of the juſt 
# as the ſhining light, that ſhmeth more and 
mare unto the perfett day, Prov. 4. 18. Sirs, 


up, and be doing, prets toward the mark, 
| B 3 add -. 
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add to your faith, vertue > to vertue, know- 
ledge; to knowledge , temperance, to tempe- 
raKce, Patience \ to patience, godlineſs \ that 
ye be neither barren mor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Feſus 
Chri't. Be ye therefore ſtedfaſt, unmovable, 
alwaies abounding in the work of the Lord. 
Ard if you do theſe things, you (ſhall never 
Fall, 1 Cor. 15. ver. laft, 2 Pet. 1. 5, 6, 
7, V. 

4. By aving all the good we can to others, 
while we have opportunity. AS we have 
therctore opportunity, let us do goed unto 
al! men. Hercby we imitate that chara- 
cter of Divine Goodneſs, Fſal. 119. 68. 
Tino art good, and dot g od, Let every one 
pleaſe bis neighbour for his good to cdifica- 
710 ROM 15. 2, Theſe four waics we mult 
co pood to others. 

Firit, this nuſft be done eſpecially m 
your Familtes, to them that are more 1m- 
mediatcly undcr your charge, and for 
whom you muſt ſhortly give an account 


to the dreadful Judge of quick and dead, 


{f Chriſt be come to thy heart, let Religt- | 
gion be {et up in thy houſe without delay. | 


If thou art really gracious, be relatively 
eo0d, (ccking the protic of many, that they 
may be laved, 1 Cor. 10,33+ Sirs, it you 
would not be-guilty of f{oul-blood, foul- 
murder, 
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murder, reſolve to ſet up the worſhip of 
God in your Families,qnd let Family-work 
ſtoop to Family-worſhip. Endeavour to 
teach thy children and ſervants to know, 
obey, and ſerve the Lord, who is a rewar- 
der of them that diligently ſeek him. It 
you are the Children of faithful AlLr- 
ham, do as he did, and walk in his path, 
Fobn $.39. The holy heart-ſcarching God, 
witneſſeth of Abraham, Gen. 15. 19. IT. 
know bim, that he will command bis chil- 
dren, and his houſhold aftcr bim, and they 
"Tis a great 
truſt to have the care and charge of fouls 
therefore Ict not your ckildren and fer- 
vants live as they liſt, but command them 
out of the way of fin, which will cer- | 
tainly bring them to Hell. O that Parents 
and Maſters of Families would take up 
holy Foſhuah's reſolution, Foſh: 24. 15. As 
for me and n:y hrnſe, we will ferve the Lord. 
But on the contrary , many ſeem, as it 
were, to have baniſhed God and the pra- 
Etiſe of Picty out of their Houſes 3 as if 
Parents and Children , Maſters and Ser- 
vants, were reſolved to ſerve the Devil, 
and to go to Hell, Foba 8. 44. The neg- 
le&t of Family-Duties is a dreadful and 
provoking fin, and that (as a godly Mi- 
niſter ſaid) which will vntile the houſe, 
B .4. and 
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and cauſeth God to rain curſes upon the 
Table. Read and tremble at the Prophets 
:mprecation, Fer, 10. 25. Pour out thy fury 
upon the Heath:n, that know thee not > and 
on the 'Families that call nst on thy Name. 
How many praycrleſs Husbands do give 
occalron to their wives to ſay to them, as 
Zipporah tor her Husband, Exod. 4.25. A 
* bloody Hushayd art thou to me. Your 
Waves, Children, and Scrvants, will fadly 
_ bewail it, and cry out, living or dying : 
O that ever we were married to ſuch 
Husbands, born of ſuch Parents, bound to 
fuch Maſters, that had no regard to ſerve 
: God, or care of ſouls. If you are Chri- 
{tians indeed, let a confiant courle of read- 
ing the Word , Catechifing, and _— 
be kept up in your houſes; for when 
d-ath hath ſeparated you and your Relati- 
ons, it will grieve you to the heart, that 
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you did no more to. further the good of | 


their precious ſouls, As 10. 2.30. 


2, By taking all occahons, where ever | 


you are, or come, to further the converſion 
of periſhing ſinners. It you have taſted 
that the Lord is gracious, and are taken 
out of the Iron Furnace, as Fire-brands 
out of the burning, where, where 1s your 
pity and bowels to fouls in peril? Can 
you be contented to be happy, Fade 22. 
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and to go to Heaven, alone, and not en- 
deavour by your prayers, counſels, and ex- 
amples, to perſwade and draw others into 
Heavens way? . Wicked men are active 
for the Devil, who, like Snails, leave their 
ſlime behind them , wherever they come 3 
and are emptying the poyſon of fin one 
into the other.and ſo furthering their dam- 
nation. What multitudes do you ſee 


weltring in their blood, and making polt- - » 


haſte to Hell, whoſe deſperate and deplo- 
rable caſe ſhould excite your compathion, 
and cauſe you to ſpeak a word in fcaſon 
for their Salvation. Your Dear .Lord, 
whom you ſhould imitate, went about do- 


1g good, Afts 10.3, He improved his 


opportunity, ( Foha 4. ) to. convert a no- 
torious ſinner 3 though weary and thirity, 
was not carctul of hafng the meat, be- 
cauſe he. preterr d. the opportunity to 
bring her ſoul out of Satan's fnare, and to- - 
fave her. When at your Tahles, or buy- 
Ing, or ſ{:]ling, or travelling, opportunity 
may be taken to ſpeak of God, and tac. 
things of God, and to leave ſome con- 
viction upon the company. Thus philp 
falling in with the Eunuch whiltt he was 
riding on his way homewards frcm.. Fe- 
ruſalem, cloted with him, and was an w- 
firnment to fave the foul of him he never 
B 5 bw 
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{aw bcfore, As 8. And by the Heavenly 
Diſcourſe that dropped from the mouth 
of Mr, Carter, Paftor of Brainferd m Suf= 
folk, a Gentlewoman was converted while 
ſhe was waiting on him in his Cham- 
ber, warming his Bed. A word ſpoken in 
ſcaicn, thiongh Gods bleting, may fave a 
{oul; and it 1s our duty to endeavour 1t, 
Mr. Ignatius Fordan of Exeter, was ex- 
ceeding mftrumental this way; who would | 
go from houſe to houſe to pur his neigh þ 
bours in' mind of their foul concerns. Ho- | 
ly David was not afraid or aſham'd to 
{peak of God before Kings, and to tell 
what God had done for his ſoul: and ſaid 
he, 1 will reach tranſgreſſors thy waies, and 
finzers ſpall be converted unto thee, Plal. 51. 
13. for, hethat converteth a ſinner from the 
error of bis way. fhall ſave a ſoul from death, 
Fames 5. 20. When at any time your 
ne!ghbours are fick, and under the hand of 
. God, take that opportunity to vifit them, | 
to put them in mind of Death and Judge- } 
m.cnt, and to make them ſenſible of the ne- 
cellity of Faith and Repentance, without | 
w hich there can be no hope of Heaven. | 
- Cur Proverb is, To ftrike whilethe Iron -is bots 
Upon a Bed of languiſhmng, when death 
!coks men in the face, they ſeem ferious,, | 
and fit to receive. the impreſſion of _ | 
: uv « 
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ful counſel for their fouls, To which 
joyn ſerious prayer 3 for, the praye« of faith, 
(faith the Apoſtle) ſhall ſave the ſick, and 
it may fave the ſoul, 

3. By provoking and encouraging our 
fellow-brethren in the way to Heaven.We 
muſt exhort one another daily, while it 
35 called to day, Heb. 3. 13. And provoke 
one another unto love, and to good works 3 
and ſo much the more, as we ſee the day ap= 
Proaching, Heb. 10. 24. 25. Wicked men, 
and the children of the Devil, have their 
go with ns; and do ſtir up on2 another 
in the way to Hell; and ſhall not Saints 
cdifie and bxild up one azother in their moſt 
holy Faith, Rom. 14. 19+ 15+ 2, 1 Joh. 5+. 
I1. Eph. 4. 29. 1 Cor. 14. 26. Jude 20, 
Thcy that feared the Lord, ſpake often one to - 
ansther, Mal 3. 16, Chriſtians;ought and 
ſhould ſpend that time in {erzons and pro- - 
fitable diſcourſe, which others fpend and 
waſte in id!e and vain diſcourſe. Say with 
the 1nan after Gods own heart, Come all 
you that fear God, and I will tell you what 
he hath done for my ſou!. That which | 
ycu .have ſeen and heard, you muſt declare 
to one another, 1 Foha 3. 3. Hereby be: 
helping forwards toward Heaven, and 
comforting, one :another by the comfort = 
whorewith our {clves arc comforted of - 
| | _ 
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God, 2 Cor. 1, 4. When thou art converted, 
ſtrengthen tby Brethren, Luke 22. 32. 

4. We muſt do good to others, by di- 
{tr1buting to their outward wants and ne- 
ceiſities, and hereby lay up a treaſure i# 
Heaven, before our treaſure in Earth fail, and 
we loſe both, Matt. 19. 21. This is to ho- 
nour the Lerd with your ſubſtance, Prov. 
3.9. This is to make friends with theun- 
righteous Mammon, and to provide your 
tciv2s bags which wax not old, a treaſwe 
m the Heavens that faileth not, Luke 12, 
33- This duty muſt not be forgotten, ( Heb. 
13.16.) becauſe *tis a ſowing of ſeed, 2 
Cor, 9. 6, and it will ſpring, and bring 
torth a crop or harveſt in this or the other 
World, Eccleſ. 11. 1, 6. God will not tor- 
get it, Heb: 6. 10. The Lord Jeſus will 
certainly reward it, Matt. 25. 40. A Well 
axe, from Chriſt hereafter, will compcn- 
fate all the ſervice of well-doers here, Matt. 
25.31, 

5- By labouring to keep up conſtant com+- 
municn with God in all holy duties. Chri- 
ſtians, you may loſe time 3n the very fer- 
vice of God, if you are not careful therein. 
to converſe with him. Take. heed of a. 
Night ſpirit in ſerious performances. God 
laoks. upon the heart, and moſt there, 
Some ſ{crious preparation 1s neceſſary, be- 
tore 
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fore you approach the preſence of the High 
and Holy God. Foſepb ſhaved himſelf, be- 
fore he would come into Pharaohs pre- 
{:nce. Let your Heaven-born ſouls in 
every duty, with the love-fick Spouſe, go 
out to meet your Lord aud takeup with 
nothing elſe. *Tis not the picture of the | 
Husband, but the preſence of the Hut- 
band, that can fatiate the truly loving * 
longing Spouſe. It s a bleſſed fight to 
{ce ſouls working towards God, gaſping 
and panting after the Lord Jelus Chriſt, 
P/al. 42. 1, 2, O labour for ftich a frame 
ot heart, and bewail a narrow and -con- 
tracted ſpirit, Do not pertorm duties for 
duties ſake, (o as to make quties the end 
of duties 3 but as the medirm, by which 
thy ſoul may draw nigh to God, and meet 
with him. The countenanceand preſence 
of God in a duty, is the verg ſuburbs of 
glory, yea, the very gate of Heaven, Gen. 
28. 17. Let this be in: thy thoughts, and 
the very purpoſe of thy heart, and expect 
it vehemently in every acceſs to God. Let 
thy ſoul follow hard after God, and ſay, One 
thing bave I deſired of the Lord, that will F 
ſeek after, that T may dwell in the houſe of 
the Lord all the daies of my life, Pſal; 27. 
4 -Pſal. $4. 2. Duties are only the: out- | 


- ward Court,but the form, ſhell; — 
_ p 
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F of Religion; as pipes without water, 
breaſts without milk 3 as fails without 
wind, or as a body without a foul, that 
hath no life. The increaſe of your Grace 
and Holyneſs depends upon your acquain=- 
; tance and communion with the- God of 
Grace. It was Moſes his being 1n the 
Mount, that made his face to ſhine z and 
; the Kings being at his Table, that cauſed 
the Churches Spzkenard to fend torth the 
ſmell thereof, Cant. 1, 12. The preſence of 
the glorious God on a Sabbath, the pre- 
f:nce of God in Prayer, or at a Sacra- 
ment, will þe unto thy ſoul as marrow and 
tatneſs, and that which will make thy 
hands to drop with Myrrhe, and thy fin- 
gers with {weet-ſmelling Myrrhe. Thus 
| It was with the Spouſe, when her Bcloved 
| put in his hand by the hole of the door, 
| Cant. 5+44 Fo. 
| 6. By improving every Proviacnce, every 
Comfort, every Crofe for Gods Glory, and our 
own ſpiritual advantage. God doth no- 
thing in vain; for he hath a peculiar re- 
{pet unto the good of his people in all 
his diſpenſations : he doth time, meaſure 
\ and orderevery dark and aſfliting provi- 
| dence for his Churches advantage, Fer. 24., 
5. Rom. 8. 24. Heb. 12. 10, 11. God's 
| chaſiening and teaching, commonly go to- 
getncy 3 
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ecther 3 therefore it is, we muſt hear. the * 

Rod, and who hath appointed it, Mic. 6. 9. 
* The Rod hath a Uozcez Beaſts may feel 
-c the Rod. but the Believer hears the Rod. 
- Gcd's Rod ſhould make us hke Aarox's. 
#1 Rod, bud. bloſſom, and to bring forth the 
4 pcaceable fruits of righteouſnels, Heb. 12, 
! 11, Now if you would be bettered by at- 
- fliction, endeavour to do three things. | 
} 


1. To underſtand the meaning or mind 
of God in them, tor what fins committed, _ 
or duties neglected, they are {cat : AMidtiay 
ons are Gods meflengers, and we ſhould ? 
never be quiet till we know their Errand, 
Fob. 10. 2. | 

2, See the hand of God in all thoſe af--. 
flictions. So did David, Pſal. 39. 10. And 
holy Fob, 1.21. Hoſc 6. 1. 

3- Labour to anſwer the end of God in 
| your ſtraits and troubles, that- you might - 
1 be made more humble, more holy, more 
heavenly than beforez that we may fay,.. 
and find, that it hath been good for us to 
be afflicted. We have as much reaſon to 
ſeek unto Ged for a bleflmg npon our 
daily Rod, as upon our daily Bread. | 

7. Time muſt be redeemed by caſting up 
| your accounts every day, and ſo to make even - 
| with God, aud not get further into bis debts. 
| . This will be the way to get an acquittance, 
to: 
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to procure a pardon, before you are called 
and forced to an account. Secret duties, if / 


well done, are the ſweeteſt dutiesz and yet 
ſadly negke&ed by Saints themſelves. You 
ſhould retire every night, and ſpend a lit- 
tle time in felf-examination 3 and when 
you fit alone, commune with your hearts, 
and call over the paſſages and actions of 
the day paſt. We read Gen. 24+ 63. that 
Iſaac went out in the evening=-tide to me- 
ditate 3 a precious duty, but rarely practt- 
- fed. Chriſtians ſhould ſpend void ſpaces 
* of time in <cjaculatory Prayer, and holy 
Meditation. And O how hard 1t 1s to 
aſcend this Mount of Heavenly Medita- 
tion! *Tis very caſy and - delightſom to 
think of the World, the pleaſures of Sin, 
Friends, Riches, Worldly buſineſs ; but to 
meditate on-God, Heaven, Eternity, the 
inſufficiency and vanity of the creature, the 
bitterneſs of fin, the certainty of death 
and judgement, ( the very inwards of Re- 
| ligion) 1s very difficult. Betore you. lye 
- down-upon your Beds at night, call your 
ſelves to an account by ſuch: queſtions as 
theſe : | 

7." I have liv d many. years in the. 


| World; what have I been doing all my. 


| daics > Haye I anſwersd the end of my 
+ Being ? . 
2, Have 
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2. Have had a holy awe of God in the 
midſt of my worldly buſineſs this day ? 
What thoughts of Death and Judgement 
have I had ? Where hath my heart been ? 

3. How have I performed duties this 
day ? Whar hath been the ſins of this day, 
the mercies of this day, that I may beg 
the pardon of the one, and bleſs God for 
the other ? 

4. What afliftance and communion with 
God have I had this day in the duties of 
his worſhip? Have not God and my ſoul 
been ſtrangers this day, and many dates to- 
gether ? 

5. What have I done or ſpoken for God 
and his Glory this day, in my Family, or 
elſewhere? Have I demean'd my ſelf like 
a child of God this day ? This is to make 
Religion our buſineſs, or to walk in the 
fear of the Lord all the day.. 

8. Improve your time by endeavonring t0 
order every daies work with reference to your 
laſt day. The end of every duty, and the 
great reaſon of redeeming time lies here, 
namely, that we may be fit to dye, and 
ftand before God. Therefore muſt we 
glorthe the infinitely holy God, and make 
him our friend. Hence it is that we muſt 
{ccure our ſouls, and ſpecdily get into Je- 
tus Chriſt, and grow in Grace, do good to 
others, 
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others, call your ſelves to an account, ai.4 


clear our title unto Heaven, that all our 
work may be done up while it is day, and 
none left to do, let death call when it 
wlll. 

The Reafons why our precious time 
muſt be redeemed. are, 

I, Becauſe the daics 2re evil. 

2. Becauſe *tis a conſiderable part of our 
Chriftian Wiſdom. 

Reaſon 1. Becauſe the daies are evil. 
This is the Apoſiles own Argument to en- 
force the duty. Precious time, and evil 
daics run parallel; therefore no part of a 
Little eime muſt be loft. I ſhall inftance in 
a few particulars, to make it appear. 

I. The Tares of falſe Doflrine, or Dia- 
boltcal, Blaſphemons, Damnable Opinions, do 


abound; How do the Devils Agents en- | 


deavour to- raze and undermine the very 


foundations and principles of the Chriſti- | 


an Faith? Thoſe old and damnable Here- 
fies that have been condemned, and ex- 
panged ont of tn: Church of God, are 
erecdily embraced and ſwallowed down 
by more than a few. 2 Tim. 3.1, and 4.3. 
2 Pet. I. 12. Te therefore, Beloved, ſeeing you 
hz theſe before, beware leſt ye alſo, being 
led away with the error of the wicked, fall 
from your own ſftedfaftneſs, 2 Pet. 3- 17. 
2.Tim, 1: 13, 2. Ms 
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2, Mens flagitious lives, and moſt prodi- 
gious ſins, makes the daies ſtill evil. What 
execrable abominations are there commits 
ted upon the {tage of this evil World! 
Iniquity abounds, wickednels is in credit, 
and Religion under diſgrace. Mary hate 
the power of "Godlincis, but are not a- 
ſhamed to wear the Devils Livery. May 
we not complain with the Prophet, and 
lay as Hoſea 4+ 12. There is no truth, nor 
mercy, nor knowledge of God in the Land. 
By ſwearing, and lying, and hilling,and ſfteal- 


ing, and committing Adultery, they break ont, - 


and blood touchcth blood ;, therefore ſhall the 
Land mourn. And as Iſa. 12, 15. For our + 
zranſgreſſions are multiplicd before #bee, and. 
onr ſms teftifie againſt us and truth faileth, 
and he that departcth from iniquity, maketb 
bimſclf a prey. And Amos 5. 10, 12, 15. 
They bate him that rebuketh in the gate, it 
7s ay evil time, 

3. Many are backſlidden and Apoſta- 
tiſe, How are the Mighty fallen! the 
falling-{icknels hath becn an Epidemical 
Diſeaſe, Matt. 24. 12. Becauſe iniquity ſhall 
abnnd, and the love of many ſhall wax cold, 
Jer. 2.2. 2 Tim: 1. | 5. Rev. 2. 4- ; 

4, Doth not God trown, and threatan 
to remove the Candleſtich, and leave us in 


darkneſs? Kew. 2, 5. Amos 8. 9, 11. 


5- How. 
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' 5, How is the Family of God, and 
Friends of Chriſt, divided, and ſubdivi- 
ded one from another ? Moab and Ammoy, 
Herod and Pilate, can unite againſt Chrift 
and his Intereſt, when Chrik's little flock 
are at a diſtance one unto the other, 1 Cor. 
3. 3, 4+ And when it thus comes to paſs, 
the dates are evil. and our time had need 
be redeemed. 

Reaſon 2. Redeeming the time, will ren- 
der us truly wiſe. See that you walk circum- 
ſpedly, wot as fools, but as wiſe, redeeming 
the time, Epheſf. 5. 15. Eccleſ. 6. 5. The 
wiſe mans heart ( faith Solomon ) diſcern- 
'eth both Time and - Judgement. To 
work while it 1s day, and to do a great 
deal of work in a - little time, commen> 
deth the wiſdom of the Agent. What- 
ever Learning, Parts, Endowments men 
have, they are not-wiſe, unleſs they redeem 
the time. The men of Iſachar were of 
great account with David, becauſe they 
had underftanding of Times, to kitow what 
Tfrael eught to de, 1 Chron. 12. 32. The 
Wiſe God. in whoſe hands 1s our time, 
taxes the Fews for fools. not obſerving the 
Times, Jer. 8.7, $. and fo doth our Lord 
Jefus the Phariſces, Mats. 16. 2, 3. There- 
tore redeemingsof time is called a walk- 
ing in wiſdom , as the Apoſtle expreſſeth 


it; Col. 4+ 5. The |. 
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The APPLICATION. 


Uſe 1. Krſt, If Time muſt be redeemed, 

we may infer, That ſure then 
there is an Fternity. Let all the waſters of = 
time, count upon it. Tt 1s ascertain as any {- 
thing. in this World, That there is another 
World. You may venture your Lives, 
your Souls, and all, upon the truth of it. 
Why ſhould the bleſſed Apolile Par! prels 
Belcevers (o ſtrictly to redeem time, but in _ 
order to their everlaſting. welfare ? Aﬀure 
thy ſelf of it, and believe it as firmly as if 
both eternitics did now preſent themſelves 
to thy bodily eyes, and thou didft ſee the 
Devils and Reprobates in their Chains of 
carkneſs, and hear them cry and roar in 
thoſe- eternal flames : and -alſo ſee Abra- 
bam, Tſaac, and Facob, and all the Saints 
departed, upon the Throne, ſinging the 
Song, of Moſes , and the Lamb. This 1s 
that which 15 either believ'd or fear'd by . 
the beſt and worſt of men. O that'it might 
have a deep and laſting impreſſion upon 
all your hearts. 

2. The opportunity of time 3s a very. pre- 
c:0us priviledge. To have a gale of oppor- 
tunity to convey us to glory z or the white 
flag upon the wall, inviting us unto-our 
work, 
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work, to ſuc out our pardon before it 15 too 
late. Time 1s a rich in- 
* Punflum ef, Valuable Treaſure, and 
quod vivimus && Yet a tranſient Treaſure, 
punto minus. *Time (God's Poſt) runs 
apace 3 yea, flies as it were 
upon Eagles wings, and will be gone. 
Time 15 compared to Golden Sands run- 
ning between two Eternitics.and *tis an in- 
fiaite mercy they are yet running, that you 
have a day (o work out your falvation, to 
agrec with the Adverlary while he is in the 
way, viz. to make up the breach between 
God and your fouls, Rev. 2. 21. The con- 
tinuance of Time is very uncertain. The 
time 1s ſhort, 1 Cor. 7. 29. The whole 15 
but a ſpan, a very little ſpace. *Tis but a 
tew dales moxe, and then thy laſt day ; a 
tew hours more, and then' thy departing 
hour 3 a tew breathings more, and then thy 
laſt breath. | 
3+ Tame, as precious as it ir, and which 
_ ſhould be redeemed at any rate, is often let ſlip. 
W hat (hall we do to pals away the time ? 
t is common in {ome mens 
Non exiguum tem- mouths 3 it's a commo- 
the (nn, 43 dity that lies upon their 
Sen, 1. hands they know not 
os op what to do with it. How 
prcEule and prodigal are molt of this great 
wy rea» 
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treaſure, who make no improvement of 
it * How often hath opportunity come to 
us, and waited on us, but very tew are 
tound to lay hold upon it ? To how many 
Time-waſters may that killing Text, Lake 
19. 41, 42. be applycd? And when he 
came near, he beheld the City, and wept 3 
he could not ſpeak it without tears,ſaying, 
If thou hadſt known ( even thou at leaſt ) 24 
this thy day, the things which bclong unto 
thy peace » but now thcy are hidden from thine 
OVES. 


4. Spiritual ſlotb, whereby we loſe ſo much © 


of our precious time, is a ſore evil, and very 
dangerous. Slothfulneſs ( Solomon faith) cax 


ſteth into a deep ſleep,Prov.19.15.The floth- 


ta] man 1s like the door on tke hinges,Prov. 


{ 26, 14. the ſlothful is Brother to the great 


waſlter, Pro. 18.9. Therefore be not flothful, 


| Rom. 12.11.Heb.6.12.We read that Foſhua 


{aid to the Sun, Stand /t;1l; but God never 
{aid to the Soul, Srazd jtill. Religion re- 
quires action, labour, di- | 

ligencez for it doth not Exigua pars ef 
conliſt in airy, empty no- !!4 quam 70s Vi- 


tions, and ſpeculations of ****e 


the head; but in the ex- 


erc!le of the mind and heart. Habits muſt 
be exerted, Grace improved , Heaven 


{that js all up-hill) muſt be ſiriycd for,and 
| gotten 
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gotten, as it were, by force and victory. 
*Tis a ſhameful and deformed fight, to 
ſ:e a man profething Godlyneſs in a Le- 
thargy, and not proſecuting his duty. Caſt 
off thy lazy and dull ſpirit and temper, 
leſt thou be found that wicked, ſlothtul, 
and unprofitable ſervant, who muſt be caſt 
into utter darkneſs, Matt. 25. 26, 30. Let 
me ſay to you, as the Danites to their bre- 


thren, having ſpyed out a good Land, þþ. 


Fudges 18. 9. Are ye ftill ? Ariſe, and be 
a9t ſlothful to go, aud to poſſeſs the Land. The 
Heavenly Countrey 1s before you ; ariſe, 
and work, and loſe it not for want of 1a- 
bour. Let not ſpiritual ſloth, by cating 


out your time, hinder your work, and rob | 


you of your wages, Rev. 3. 11. 


5. If the beſt of Saints ſhould redeem their 
time, what have ſinners need to do? You þ 
that have been flumbring and ſleeping all | 


your time, and not gone one ſtep in the 
way to Heaven, but many in the way to 
Hell, had need up and be doing, or elſe you 
will be eternally undone. Whilſt it 3s called 
tu day, if yow will hear his voice, harden not 
yory hearts. Do not ſpend fo freely of this 
(witt and precious fiream of Time, every 
drop of which, hath an influence upon 


 Etermty, Knowing the time, that now it is 


high time 10 awake ont of ſleep. Toe nightis 
© vr 
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{ar ſpent, the day is at band > caſt off there- 
fore the works of darkyeſs, and put on the ar- 
e- | mour of Light. Let us walk honeſtly, as in 
1ſt Þ the Day 3 not in Rioting and Druukenneſs, 
er, | #t in Chambering and Wantoueſs, #5t in 
Strife and Envy but put you on the Lord Fe- 
1 8 [us Chriſt, and make no proviſion for the fleſh, 
et Þ ts fulfill the Iuffs thereof, Rom. 13. 12, 13, 
re- | 14 
d, ſh 6. If time, and every part and moment of 
heÞ it, muſt be improved This ſerves to confute 
he | thoſe that reproach ſerious diligence in Duty, . . 
(>. | « 2 needleſs thing. If the butineſs of our 
23- | immortal ſouls did not require great care 
ng | and diligence, why doth Paul here enjoyn 
ob þ us to walk circumſpeRtly, not as fools, but 

# as wiſe? Chriſtians, *tis your wiſdom to 
3r | know your work, and the time to do it. 
»u | There's no trifling about Eternity > Now 
211 F is the day for the things of your peace, 
he | Tet it not be hid from your eyes. It will 
to | be very ſad, when you are palling into the 
2u | other World, to ſee that you have all your 
2 | lite-time been ſowing the wind. 


is | Uſe 2. Examination. Try whether you 

ry | ore redeemers of time, or not. 

>nN Reflect upon what I have ſaid, and thy 

is |, Conſcience will te)] thee, thou haſt ſpent 

wo! of thy time 1n fin and vanity. How 
G £Þ frets by 
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fruitful are thy duties? Are thy hours tay 
God? Do Time and Duty go hand in 
hand ? Mayſt thou not cry out, many a 
time , Diem perdidi! daily I loſe a day. 
Examine your (clves, don't filence or ſtop 
the mouth of Conſcience; if fo, it will 
cry aloud another day. 

Let me ask you theſe tew queſtions. 

I. Have you ſeriouſly bewail'd the loſs 
of time, and begg'd the pardon of it ? 

2, Have your foals fincerely clos'd with 
Jeſus Chriſt, and freely and fully given up 
and religned your ſelves to him to be his 
for ever. 

3. Do the great concerns of Gods glo- 
ry, and your ſalvation, bear down all be- 
fore them ? Canſt thou ſay, Though I tol- 
low my Calling, and take care for my Fa- 
mily, yet Iam moſt ſolicitous about my 
everlaſting, condition ? Whether they be 
pleaſures or profits, I can ſay, Pleaſures of 
fin be gone, World ſtand by. There is a 
{ God to ſerve and honour; I have a foul 
F'\ muſt be ſanctificed and faved: I have a ſhort 

k time to redeem, I have a debt to pay, an 
account to give, a {cntence to rcceive, an 
eternity to live. This is not to be flighted; 
I muſt and will ſave my ſoul; Hell 1s mok 
EF  intollerable and eternal. 
$. >. 4, Will you now promiſe and ſiand to 

at it, 
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it, that for the futrire you will trade more 
for Eternity, and get better Evidences tor 


2 EHcaven? Go about the work of Faith 
Y- Band Repentance ſpeedily; left Death ſhould 
xo call, and you not ready. 
Uſe 3. Of Lamentation. That Profeſſors _ 
ſhould be ſo far from redeeming of time, or of 
1s doubling their diligence , that they neglect 
þ their duty. T may cry ont with the Pro- 


phet, Call tor the mourning womens tor 
"PE who is not guilty in this kind ? Amos 5, 
16. Sirs, for this ſhould our fouls mourn 
PF in ſecret places} the fcrious confideration 


0” of which, is enough to fetch blood from 
& | our hearts, and floods of tcars from our 
IMF eyes. How lite! is taken in ſpend- 
CYCS» ow Uulttle care 15 taken 1N Ipcn 
a- 


ing that well, which when it 15 gone, we 

Ny | have no hope it can be reſtored to us a- 
gain. Do not you complain of the want 
of time, ſeeing you watte time: - There 
are many poor frivolous excafes :- The 
Servant will ſay, that he hath a hard, cru- 
el Maſicr, - the- Wite complains of her 
an | wicked Husband; the Child of his un- 
an Þ godly Father; another, of the: poverty of 
his Family z he can ſpare no time. Whowg# 
ever pretends the want of time. Ict ime te 

thee, thou haſt a carnal; dead, finfal, flg#VEr 
ful heart, the cauſe of -all. | Haſt thoy' ®2Y- *.; 
| C7 \ "2 


it, 


yy 


>. 4, Will you now promiſe and fiand to 
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fruitful are thy duties? Are thy hours tar 


God? Do Time and Duty go hand in 
hand ? Mayſt thou not cry out, many a 
time , Diem perdid; | daily I loſe a day. 
Examine your (clves, don't ſilence or ſtop 
the mouth of Conſcience; it fo, it will 
cry aloud another day. 

Let me ask you theſe tew queh#ions. 

1. Have you ſcriouſly bewail'd the loſs 
of time, and begg'd the pardon of it ? 

2, Have your foals fincerely clos'd with 


{ - Jelus Chriſt, and freely and fully given up 


and religned your fclves to him to be his 
for ever. 

3. Do the great concerns of Gods glo- 
ry, and your (alvation, bear down all be- 
fore them ? Cant thou ſay, Though I tol- 
low my Calling, and take care for my Fa- 
mily, yet Iam moſt ſolicitous about my 
everlaſting, condition ? Whether they be 
pleaſures or profits, I can ſay, Pleaſures of 
fin be gone, World ftaud by. There 1s a 
God to ſerve and honour 3 I have a foul 
mult be ſanctified and ſaved: I have a ſhort 
time to redeem, I have a debt to pay, an 
account to give, a {cntence to rcceive, an 
eternity to live. This is not to be lighted; 
I muſt and will ſave my ſoul 3 Hell 15 mok 
intollerable and eternal. 


it, 
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it, that for the futiire you will trade more 
for Eternity, and get better Evidences for 
Heaven? Go about the work of Faith 
and Repentance ſpeedily; left Death ſhould 
call, and you not ready. 


Ule 3. Ot Lamentation. That Profeſſors 
ſhould be ſo far from redeeming of time, or of 
doubling their diligence , that they neglect 
their duty. T may cry ont with the Pro- 
phet, Call tor the mourning women tor 
who is not guilty mn this kind ? Amos 5, 
16. Sirs, for this thould our fouls mourn 
in ſecret places 3 the ſerious confideration 
of which, is enough to fetch blood from 
our hearts,'and floods of tcars from our 
eyes, How little care is taken in ipend- 
ing that well, which when it 15 gone, we 
have no hope it can be reſtored to us a- ' 
gain. Do not you complain of the want 
of time, ſeeing you watte time. - There 
are many poor frivolous excufes:- The 
Servant will fay, that he hath a hard, cru- 
el Maſtcr, -the- Wite complains of her 
wicked Husbandz the Child of his un- 
godly Father; another, of the: poverty of 
his Family z he can ſpare no time. Whos 
ever pretends the want of time, Ict me t 
thee, thou haſt a carnal: dead, finfal, fl 
ful heart, the cauſe of -all. | Haſt tho 
| C 2 
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time for every other thing, namely, a time 
tor eating, drinking, ſleeping, potting, pi- 
ping, playing, and none for Heaven ? Can 
you riſe early, go to bed late, and cat the 
bread of carctulne!s, to get the meat that 
periſhethz and find no time for God & your 
Souls ? Will this excuſe thee another day, 
thou careleſs, ignorant,deluded Soul? Your 
Corn, Cattel, your Sheep, your Swine, your 
Hawks, your Horſes, and Dogs, are cared | 
for; but for the better part there's no | 
care at all. Wilt thouy' tell the great and 
terrible Judge, at the laſt day, I would 
have been ſaved, but I had no time ? There 
are many that cat their bread by the ſweat | 
of their brows, that take time for their | 

ſouls; who will be brought in as witnel-P 
{cs againſt-you at the laſt day. Wall you ; 
{quander away your time, and the daiesÞ ( 
evil, and opportunities for your ſouls hard- A 
ly come at ?O conſider, it's high time to ; 
awake out of ſlcep. 1 


has 


wo 
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Exborgation -#0 redcem! Time, 


Uſe 4. You have heard what it is to 
em time, and how Time muſt be xc- 
v'd. New let all reſohve; witheut delay, 

| zo 
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to put this ſo neceſſary a duty in praflice. Let 
- |} young ones reſolve upon it, and the mid- 
P dle-aged with the hoary-heads. Tender + 
unto thy God the cream and flower of thy 
Ape and Time, and think 1t not too ſoon. 
In things of far leſs moment, you are for 
\ haſte and ſpeed. If you were ſtarving for 
want of bread, you would think every 
hour long, till you had a ſupply. It your 

| bodies were tortured and tormented with 
{ pain and fickneſs, would you think that 
nq | caſe and health might come too ſoon? IF 
a man were in the Sea near ſinking, can a ' 
Boat come too ſoon ? Or, can a condemned 

{ malefaQor have his pardon too ſcon ? Haſt 
thou lived without God, and Satan's flave, 
(| and in danger of dropping into Hell, ht- 
! teenor twenty years 3 and canſt thou get 
| into Chriſt to ſecure thy immortal ſoul too 
Fu ſoon? Haſt thou not been the Devils. too 
long already. ?. Suppoſe thou hadſt dycd in . 
thy Chriftleſs ſtate, where had thy foul 
been ? Is it not better to be the Lord's 
Servant, than Satan's ſlave? Ask the god- 
— | ly. man that hath made tryal, and he will 
tell thee. The ſooner thou art in a ſtate 

of Grace, the fitter thou wilt bz for Glo- 


tual buſineſs « thy wages is ſure, and thou 
ſhalt be bleſſed. Conſider, there was never 
C 3 a; Any. *;5 


'ry. Make ſpeed in thy work, do thy kurt: _— 
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any one repented ( living or dying ) that .« 
they were the Lord's, and converted be- 
runes. | 

And for you, that have paſt the time of 
youti, in th2 ſatisfying youthful Iuſts, and 
hv'd, it may be thirty, forty, or hfty years 
in 2 courſe of fin and vanity z Is 1t not 
more than time for you, to bethink your 
{etves? In ſo many years you have made 
{ad work 3 who can tell how often you 
have offended, that have been prophane 
Swearers, Drunkards, Lyars, Sabbath- 
_ hreakers, ſo long ? If you were certain of 
living ſo many years to come, yet the De- 
vil, the World,and your Helliſh Lufts, have 
had half your time. O let the time paſt 
ſuffice. Know, your times are in God's 
hands, Pſal. 31. 15. fo that you are not 
certain of a day to come: therefore be- 
gin, and make ſpced in your work. 

- And for the gray-headed, againſt whom 
Death hath ratfed his batteries, you can 
have but a few ſands in your glaſs, your 
departing hour cannot be far, your candle 
is within the ſocket, and it may be is come 
to a ſtinking ſnuff. Do you not ſce the 
Keepers of, the old rotten houſe begin to 

ble, and the ſtrong men bow them- 


- * Wes? Expect the next blaſt the houls to 


IE If you that arc leaning on your 
Fo ſtaves, 
Sa 


oo 
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ftaves, and looking through your SpeQta- 
cles, being ready to enter upon Eternity, 
don't mind your work immediately, Woe, 
woe be unto you for ever. It God ſhould 
work a ſpiritual miracle, in converting and 
pardoning an old gray-headed finner, that 
hath been idle till the eleventh hour, Matt. 
20. 6, would it not be matter of amaze- 
ment, and wonder to men and Angels ? 
for the Devil to be caſt out of poſſethon 
after he hath been an Inhabitant three- 
{core years and more, for ſuch an one to. 
be born again, would be ſtrange indeed, I. 
have wk of an old man, who being re- 
ally converted, not long before his death, 
cauſed this to be written on his Tomb; 
Here lyeth a very aged man, of THR EE 
TEARS Old. He reckoned all his time 
and life before, as loſt, and worth nothing. - 

Now that you that have put off God, 
and hazarded your fouls ſo long already, 
might loſe no more time, confider theſe 
Motives : P 
I. The preſent time is Gods time, and 

mult be your fe | 
2. God, the Rightcous Tudos, 31 Feagoh 

with yore for your time. TE 1 { 
3+ Tow have ſolemsly promiſed to-redeem © 


fs 
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Men take and improve opportunity for 
ether things. y 

Satan, your deadly enemy, is alwaies 
buſie, and will loſe no time. 

S aving-grace is an ative and ſpring- 
7#g-pranceple. 


» Time once had, and loſt, cannot be re- 


8. 


called. 


Conſ. How they prize Time that have 
loft it. 


Ged bath joayned Time and Dwty toge- 


ther. 


10. On this moment of Time, Eternity 
depends, 


M'tive 1. Conſider, The preſent time is 
Gods, and it mnft be yours. Don't you 
hear the Holy Ghoſt ſay, It 3s now high time 
to ſeek the Lord; and calling to you, Come 
array, make ſpeed? Hol. 10. 12. Delaics 
and Lazineſs, are the two great Gulphs, in 
which multitudes of ſouls are drowned, 
and periſh. How many are now in Hel], 
that purpoſed aud promiſed to turn to 
God ( as you do) hereafter? O fear and 
gremble, leſt it ſhould be your caſe. To 
enforce this, take theſc few hints. 

- 2, The preſent time hath moſt Pre- 
cepts.3: and Gods Commands, like War- 
rants in the Kings Name, muſt be obeyed 


ON 


——— _ 
—_ 


Let. aw. th. om 


(55) 
on ſight thereof. We ſay, Muſt is for the 
King: If thou art young, read Ecclef. 12. 
I. Remember now thy Creator in the d.zies 
of thy youth. To day, if you will hear his 
voice, barden a0t your hearts, Plal. 95-7. Firſt 
ſeck the Kingdom of God, Matt. 6. 33+ Tox 
winſt not ftay long, Hoſe 13: 13. Blets God, 


_ and wonder the golden threed of. prect- 


ous time 1s ſpinn'd out ſo long, 

2. It hath moſt Promiſes, and they are 
great and precious, I will receive yoz, faith 
the Lord. Thcy t at ſeek me early, fhall find 
me. The preſent time is an accepted + 
time 3 -1n which-God may be- found, Pſal. 
32. 6. Now God calls, Heb. 3. 7. and you 
may .come.and welcome, Foha 6. 37. And 
it will be matter of unſpeakable comfort 
to a man dying, and looking into-Eter- 
nity, to know he hath done the work- tor 
which he had. his life and time. 

3. You have the beſt Examples. And 
*tis our duty to. imitate: and follow them 
who.are gone to. Heaven before. . Your 
dear Lord would loſe no time 3 I muſt ds 
the work of bim that ſent me, while it # day« 
When faithful Abraham.was to offer his 4on- 
Tfaac, he made haſte, Ge. 22. 3. he roſeup 
early in the morning. Mary Magdalen 
came early in the morning to enquire after, 
and to ſee the Lord Jelus. whom her fouk _ 
lov'd, Mar; 16. 2, C 5 Mos 
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Motive 2.. God the righteous Judge will 
reckon with you for your time. Not only 
for your hcalth, wealth, firength, parts, 
graces, memories, but for every minute of 
your time, It at the day of Judgement 
we mult give an account for every 1dle 
word, much. more tor ſo great a Talent, 
ſo rich a Treaſure as Time. A Heathen 
con'd ſay, that every wiſe man muſt tan 
174 cuam negotii rationem redaere, g1ve an 
account of his buſineſs, and ct his idle- 
neſs, You may; like fools, waſte your 
time, neglect your duty, and. ſtand out a- 
gamft the Call of God 3 but it will coſt 
you dear,. Kccleſ. 11. 9. Rejoyce, O yeung 
man, int thy youth, and let thine heart chear 
thee in the daies of thy youth, and walkin 
the dates of thy youth > and walk in the waics 
of thine heart , and in the fight of thine 
eyes ; but know thou, for all theſe things God 
will bring thee unto. udgement. The great 
Landlord of your time, is at great expence 
to continue it. Thoſe luminaries of Hea- 
Ven, over your heads z and principally, the 
Prince of all the Lights of Heaven, -the 
Sun, that glorious and mighty Gyant, the 
Prince and Crown of all corporal Creas. 
tures, do tire, and waſte (as it were) their 
Ceelefttal vigour, to beget and give Tume.. 
Time is {0 rich. a Jewel, that: God. would 


. have: 
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have no man value it to anotfer. If one 
man had hurt another, he was to pay both 
for his Cure, and loſs of Time, Exod. 21. 
18, 19. So muſt you, at the great Day 
of Account, for all your time, for every 
Sermon you have heard, for every Sabbath 
and -Sacrament you have had all your 
da'es. | 
Motive 3. Tox have all promiſed toredeem 
your time. The Vows of Fchovah are up- 
on you. Say with David, I will pay my 
Vows. Ii the godly man will pertorm 
his promiſe to his hurt, Pſal. 15. 4. much + 
more thould you for your profit. Take 
the Counſel of the Wiſe Man, Ecclef. 5. 
4, 5- When thou voreſt a vow unto God, de- 
fer not to pay it: Pay that which thou haſt 
ved : better it is that thou ſhouldſt not voy, 
than to vow, and not pay. How often you 
have cngaged- your ſelves to leave your 
known ay and to live ſoberly,and righte- 
ouſly, and godly in this preſent World, Ict 
Conſcience witneſs. It you that have re- 
{olved to read, pray, ſanGtife the Sabbath, 


&c, ſhould ſtill waſte and trifle away the 


time, it will, not only be a breach of pro» 
miſe, but a fin againſt Light, tor which 
thy heart will repxoach thee 3 And if thine 
heart condemn thee, God is greater than thize 
heart, and know«th a!! things, 1 John 3, 20 . 


J ETC 
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Remember the promiſes thou didft make 
at ſuch a Sacrament, or when ſiruck at the 
heart by ſuch and ſuch a Sermon 3 
or when Death was in thy Family, 
or thy ſelf nearunto itz And deter not to 
perform thy Covenant : God, who is a 
God of Truth, will not be mocked ; and 
that you ſhall know ere it be long. Jep- 
tha would pertorm his vow to God; [T 
have, (aid he, opened my month unto the Loyd, 
T cannot go back,Judg.11.34,35- Herod tor his 
Oath ſake, murdered Fohy the Baptiſt, Mar. 
14, 9, 10, How many times haſi thou en- 
gaged to dedicate and devote thy ſelf to 
God and his Service? Therefore ſay , 
Lord, for my promiſe ſake IT will ſacri- 
fice my ſelf, and become thine, redeeming 
my time, for thy Glory, and mine own $al- 
ation. 

Motive 4. Conl. Men take and improve 
epportunitics for other things. The fitteſt 
and beft time is taken for buying , (cl- 
ting, plowing, fowing, and gathering into 
Barns; and eſpecially in evil and hard 
times. Men will rife carly, run, ride, and 
Hbour in the very fire, as the Prophet 
ſpeaketh. Redeeming the time, "tis a Mc- 
taphor taken from Merchants, that will 
be early in the Market , leſt the oppor- 

tunity of buying the beſt Commodities 
ſhould 
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ſhould be loſt. The Proverb is, That Time 
and Tyde ſtays for no man 3 and that we muſt 
make Hay while the Sun (hineth. There's 
none biſt the ſluggard will fleep in Har- 
veſt 3 the diligent Husband-man will not 
loſe a day then. Chriſhans, in this great 
affair of your precious, immortal, and ne- 


" ver dying fouls, do as men about other 


things. Millers and Marriners obſcrve 
and improve every gale of wind. yea, the . 
Stork in the Heaven,the Turtle, the Crane, 
and the Swallow, know and obſerve the 
time of their coming , Fer. 8. 7. They 
that ſay, to day, or to morrow, we will 
£0 into ſuch a City, and buy, and ſell, and 
get gain, Fam. 4+ 12. will, as we ſay, turn 
every ſtone, and loſe no time to buy a good 
bargain, to make a rich purchaſe: And 
ſhall not we redeem our time, and make 
the beſt of our ſpiritual markets, to make 
proviſion for our ſouls, that are more 
worth than all the World ? 

Motive 5. Satan, that Exemy, and grand 
Soxl-deluder, is alwaies bufie. He 15 an 
ative Devil, and he loveth to find us idle. 
Chriſtians, this old Serpent is never more 
at work, than when we are idle: for 1dle- 
neſs layeth a man open to all his helliſh 
ſnares and temptations 3 and then if temp- 


tations come , you are out of Gods way z Þ; 
and 


- 
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and if Satan find you on his ground, he 
will be too hard for you- The Apoſtle 
tclls us he goeth about, and ſtill offers 
tcmptations for the waſting of our time» 
This roaring Lion hath a large circuit 3 
for ever finee he was caſt out of Heaven, 
hc hath been going to and fro in the Earth, 
and walking up and down in it, Fob. 1. 7+ 
His grand defign is to deyour, 1 Pet. 5. 8. 
This black Prince loves to prey upon pre- 
cious ſouls the ſoul being that ſweet mor- 
{c] he is ſtill gaping at. This Adverſary 
hath his ſeveral walks, he is in the Shop, in 
the Market, in the Street, in the Chamber, 
in the Cloſet, and every where, where ſin 
153 And he is alſo in the Congregation 
among the Aſſemblies of the Saints, when 
t they are about ſpiritual ſervice. When 
 Foſhua, the High-Prieſt , ſtood before the 
Lord, Satan wes ſtanding at his right-hand 
to refilt him, Zech. 3- 1. This deadly enc- 
my was with Chriit and his Diſclples at 
the Paſſeover, for there he entred into 7#- 
das, Fobn, 13. 26,27. Therefore, Chrifti- 
ans,. we have need to work and watch too. 
| The Devil that hates you and all man- 
kind, doth beſtir himfclf; he goeth forth 
into the broad way of prophaneſs,and thcre 
he tenders, and tempts men with ſenſual 
; objcas 3 and he cntreth into the by-path 


ot 
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| of error, appcaring as an Angel of Light, 
and enticeth wanton wits to ſuck down 
the poyſon of his damnable DoGtrine, 
And when once he hath injected his poy- 
{ fon into the head, how much time is ſpent 
in Writing and Diſputing to defend his 
Dcelufions? We read, that it was while 
| men ſlept, this enemy ( Satan )) came and 
{owed Tares among the Wheat, Matt. 13. 
25,39. Heis a working bulie Devil, ne- 
ver at leiſure, but is alwaics ſpreading his 
Baits, and caſting his Snares and Nets to 
catch ſouls. Therefore be ye ſober, be vi- 
gilant, and watch unto Prayer, and imploy 
this talent of precious time well. - Idle- 
neſs is Satans Shop , and' the Mother of 
Miſchief. David was at leiſure, and on the 
roof of his houſe, when Satan prevailed by 
that ſad temptation, 2 Sam. 11. 3. There- 
fore ſet God alwaies before you, keep in 
his way, and be doing your Duty, that you 
may be kept from his fhery Darts. The 
flying bird is ſeldom ſhot the cautelous, 
diligent, active ſoul, is moſt ſecure. 

Motive 6. Time once gone, cannot be- ves 
called. Tune paſt, 15 gone for everz 


| ing future Time is moſt uncertain 5 
| neither Men or Angels can binder, or 


OPPOr- 


Time preſent (if we may fo call it) is go« i 


ſtop t >, turn, or. bring it back again.. It [f 
| | 1 
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opportunities be not now taken, they may 
never be had. Be good Husbands of your 
time, and work now, or you may [never 
work. Times redemption, may be your 
{alvation; therefore follow and improve 
the light, before darkneſs overtake you. 
You all know, that yeſterday, or the laſt 
hour, will never come again. If thou 
hadſ as much treaſure in thy cuſtody or 
power, as the whole World 1s worth, it 
cannot purchaſe one minute of time paſt. 
You that are old, may as eaſily call back 
your youth, or become young, again, as rc- 
cover any part of this precious time, Lake 
19. 42. 

Motive 7. The nature of ſaving-grace, is 
working and ſpringing up > which turneth 
all the Powers and Faculties of the Sout 
Heaven-ward. Such is the activity and 
vigour of this -gracious Nature, that it 
will bring a man to a What wilt thou have 
me to do? Acts 9.6. Epheſ: 2. 10. Tis not 
a lazy and-languid thing, bur full of lite 


+; and power. The ftate of fin. in Scrip- 
| Ture, 15 deſcribed by death.and darkneſs, 


which arc a ceſſation and privation of 


| LiF, and Light, and- Motion; and the 
| Rate of Grace is deſcribed by Lite, Eph. 2. 


which 15 powerful, and moſt vivacious,like 
the ſword of the Lord, and Gzdeon, doing 
great 
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great things. It is no wonder to fee the 
men of the World, that are born after the 
fleſh,to be dull,luggiſh, and unactive. But 
you that have a Divine Nature,and a ſpirit 
of life and power in your hearts, ſhould 
be diligent and laborious, 2 Tim. I. 6. 
Rom. 8. 2. This living principle of Grace, 
made the Holy Apoſtle, who excited ethers 
to redeem their time, fo to employ his Ta- 
lent the Grace of God in him, made 
him labour more than they all, 1 Cor. 15, 
r0. The ftreams of Grace that flow into 
the' Soul, are called Rivers of Living Wa- 
ter, John 7. 38. and a Well of Water, ſpring- 
ing up unto eternal life, John 4. 14. So that 
Chriſtians have greater advantage of do- 
ing good, and of living to Gods Glory. 
Therefore ſtir up: the Grace of God that 
is in you caſt off ſlothfulneſs, and pat on 
diligence, and laying aſide every weight, 
rejoyce (as the Sun) to run the race that 
1s {et before you. 

Motive 8. Conſider, How highly they 
prize time, that have loft it, and are come 
t9 the end of it and who, with the loſs of 
time, have loſt themſelves. We have many 
dreadful Examples, that ſtand as ſo many 
Sea-marks. to warn us to take heed. 

The poor Jews were utterly undone 
by it. The Lord only knows how _— 
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| of them are now in flames, that ſuffer the 
vengeance of eternal hre, for not impro- 
ving the day of Grace, Luke 19. 42. Matt. 
23. 37- The tookth Virgins having loſt the 
opportunity of buying Qyl, came too late ' 
to the door, And Efax ſtaid too long to 
ect the bleſſings moſt do things when it 
15 too late. Men go to bed late, riſe late, 
go to market late, come to Church late, 
and make peace with God when *tis too 
late. The old Iſraelites marched towards 
Canaan when it was too late, and fo loſt 
that good Land. O How dreadful -will | 
mercy lighted, and time loſt be, to the a- 

wakened ſoul, when it comes to dye, ſceing 


© it elf in a Chriſilefs tate? It was a fpeech 


once of a woman in terror of Conſcience, 
when divers Miniſters and others came to 
her in a way of comforting her ſhe looks 
with a gaſily countenance upon them, and 
gives them this anſwer, Call back time a- 
gain if you can, call back time again, then 
there may be bope for me: but time is gone. 
Another great Lady upon her death-bed, 


\ *eryed out, All 200 Late, all too lates a World 


of Wealth for 'an Inch of Time. Another 
Gentlewoman , ( of whom I have heard ) 
who was wont to imploy this precious ta- 
lent of Time, in playing at Cards, and fuch 
like Games, coming from her ſport late 

in 
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in- the night, finding her Waiting-maid 
(that was religious) reading in a good 
Book and caſting her eyes in the Book 
over the Maids ſhoulder, ſpeaks theſe 
words, or to this effet, Thou poor melan- 
holly ſoul | what alwaies reading, and ſpend- 
»ng thy time thus ! wilt thou take no com- 
fort. in thy life? The Gentlewoman re- 
tiring to her Chamber, went to bed, The 
Maid lodging in the ſame room, perceiv'd 
her Miſtreſs under great diſquiet, and per- 
turbation of Spirit, ſighing, and groaning 
bitterly. The Servant hearing. of it, ſe- 
veral times call'd to her, to know the rea- 
ſon ſhe could nor ſleep : the maid urging 
of her, at laſt ſhe cryed our, and faid, [ 
read this word ETERNIT Ts thy Blok, 
which hath ſo pierced wv bears, that T be- 
eve 1 f;aii never ſleep more, till 1 bave a 
berter aſſurance of mine Eternity. Another 
wanton Lady, that had waſted her time in 
| ſenſuality, who dyed net many weeks paſt, 
told her vitious Mother, ſtanding by her 
Bedſide, That it was too late to ſpeak, of 
God to her \ for you have undone me, and T 
am going to Hell before , and you will cer- 
zainly come after. It is common with many 
dying.,and going into the other World,ſad- 
ly to bewail the loſs of time. When they 
tear Mercy 1s going, Patience _—— 
an 
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and the time reſpited for Repentance over, 
then they prize opportunitics at another 
rate, And O what would the damned in 
Hell give to be admitted into the World, 
it they might but enjoy one day, or 
hour, to deliver themſelves from that 
1 wa place of torment, Lake 16. 27, 
28. 

Motive 9. Conſider , God hath joyncd 
Time and Duty together : and that in two 
relpecs 5 

I. In reſpect of Affiſtance. 
2. In reſpect of Acceptance, 

7. God hath joyned Time and Duty to- 
gether, in reſpc& of Afliftance : and what 
Infinite Majeſty hath joyncd, muſt not by 
any means be ſeparated. Work and Time, 
Opportunity and Duty. mui go together 3 
Adam had his work in Paradice, betore the 
fall. And the ſecond Adam was alwaies 
in aQion, to the-end| of his dates. His 
meat and drink was to do the will of his 
Father. Nallus mihi per otium dies exit, 
I have no day for Idlenc(s, was the lan- 
guage of a Heathen. Chriſtians, do your 
work in ſcaſon, and you ſhall have athf{- 
tance. God's opportunity is as wind to 
the fails, or as oy] to the wheels, which 
will make you glide through difhcult du- 
ties with much facility. 'It we work in 

God's 
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God's time, God will work with us, and _ 


© we ſhall be workers together with him. 
Goſpel-time is in order to Goſpel-work;z 


ſpiritual opportunities are appointed and - 


continued tor ſpiritual dutics. The work 
of Faith, Repentance, Mortification of fin, 
the plucking out right eyes, the chopping 
off right arms, fighting and wreſtling with 
the Powers and Prince of darkneſs, are 
exceeding difficult: but God, whoſe arm 
1s potent, will give power : and how eaſt- 
ly will great work or ſervice be done, 
when there is great aſliſtance in the doing 
of it? A burden that is too heavy for one 


to lift, by the help of another will come 


up calie. This Pax! witnefſeth, Phil. 4. 
13. Tcan do all things through Chriſt which 
ftrengtheneth me. The feeble Fews, by the 
help of Fehovah, raifed the walls of Feru- 
ſalem from its very rubbiſh, and that m 
ſpight of all oppofition, Neb. 4. 2, 3. and 
6.15. they plying the work , the Lord 
was with them by his great power -and 
ſtrong hand: thcy made their prayer unto 
God, when firength was almoſt decaycd, 
and laboured in the work from the riſing 
of the morning, till the ftars appeared 
and fo the wall was finiſhed, Let time 


be redeemed , and then a great deal of 


work may be done in a little time: God's 


OPPOr- 
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opportunity will make believing and re- 
penting eaſic, Luke 19. 6. Ads 2. 37, 41. 
Afs 16. 14, 34. O therefore while it 1s 
day, work out your falvation; for zt 7s 


God which worketh in ym both to will and to 


do, of his good pleaſure, Phil. 2. 12, 13. 

2. God hath joyned Time and Duty, 
in reſpec of Acceptance. Every time is 
not an accepted time, 2 Cor. 6. 2. The 
Tſraelites that retuſed to marcn up to Ca- 
2aan at God's command, loſt their oppor- 
tunity, and afterward he would neither af- 
fit them, nor accept them. It thou ſtayeſt 
till God's time be paſt and gone, art thou 
ſure God will accept thee hereafter ? 
} There 15 a time when God will not be 

found, will not be ſpoken withal, Iſa. 55. 

' 6. Eſau (ought the blethng with tears, and 
- It was denied him, Heh. 12. 17. Prov. 1. 29. 
Do not ſay, what need ſo much ſpeed ? 
what need {o much improving of time, ſo 
much reading, hearing, praying, preach- 
ing? But reſolve upon thy duty now or 
never. 

Motive 10. Laſtly, Conſider, That on 
the preſent moment of time, Eternity depends. 
This deep and heart-afteFing Meditation 
ſhould even ſwallow us up, and cauſe us 
to haſten unto our work. Let go Times 
 oppattunity, and you will certainly .be 

ruined 
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ruined to all eternity. The Painter being 
asked why he was ſo exact in drawing 
his Linesz anſwered, I Paint for Eternity. 
Conſider, that thou muft believe and re- 
pent for Eternity, hear and pray for Eter- 
nity; tear, love, obey for Eternity. A work 
of infinite moment, depends On a moment 
of time. This day thou maycſt throw 

- thy laſt Caſt for Eternity. This fwitt 
Pott will not ſtop, no, not for a moment. 
Secure ſoul! doſi thou fee Eternity be- 
fore thee, even at thy door, and that. 
there 1s but a ſtep betwcen thee and an 
endleſs ſtate; and wilt thou not be more 6 
induſtrious tor thy foul and Heaven? Ita } 

| man were torun or wrefile for his Life, or c 
tor a Crown, or Kingdomz how would he 

ſtrain,8& ſirive,and that with all his might? 

It a man were to go over Sea for his lite, 

and had but one gale of wind in his lite- 

> time, would he come to the water-fide, and }*? 
loſe it? It a MaletaQor had but a day ap- - }; 
pointed him to ſue out his pardon, would 
he not improve it ? This 1s all our caſes: 
God hath given us but a day to work 
when the day is ended, it will be night 
tor ever, Þuke 19. 19, 42. Foh- 9. 4. Now, 
it may be, Chriſt is at the door, offering- 

_ thee help, open to him, left he withdraw, 
and come no more, It's probable the 

Spirit 
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Spirit of Lite and Power, ſtriverh to turn 
to God, O retuſe not to comply with it, 
Icſt the ſpirit ſerve thee,as Samuel did Sar, 
that came no inore to him, 1 Sm. 15. 35. 
I ſhall conclude the Motives with the 
words of the Pſalmiſt, To day if you will 
bear his woice , harden not your hearts, leſt 
God ſwear in bis wrath, that you ſhall not 
enterento bis reſt, Plal. 91.7 — I» 

Now if thou art reſolved to put this 
duty into practice z through the help of 
Heaven, ſpeedily and di'igently obſerve 
thele dire&ions : 


DircQions for the redecming of Tire, 


I. Take heed and beware of thaſe things 
mhich rob you of your time. 

2. Labour to convince your ſelves of the 
worth of” time, and value it accordingly. 

3+ Set apart a conſiderable portion of time 
for the moſt ſecret duties- 

4+. Caſt up, and compute your time. 

5. Maintain a holy fear wpon thy heart, 
of coming to the end of time before thy work, 
be done. 


Direct. 1. Firſt, Take beed of thoſe things 
which rob you of your "time. Now t 
| Theeves that will rob you of this excced- 
ing, 


. earth, (0 arc our thoughts, g id ling, wan- 


, 
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ing rich Jewel, are th:ſe fixzagainſt wiich, 

watch as for thy lite, 


1. Vain Thoughts. 

2. World'y Cares, 

3. Unneceſſary Viſits. 

4 Unprofitable Diſcourſe. 

5. Exceſſive indulging of the outward man. 
6, Unlarrful or immod--4:0 Recreations. 


1. Vaia Thowrhts. Tele are ſecret and 
fabtile Thceves, that mſcnably ro!> us ot | 
94x tine ev.ry day, and in every duty 
Vain, impcrtinent, and wicked thoughts, 4 
like Pharaoh's Frogs, creep and crowd in | 
upon us, and thrut oat good thoughts; #$ 
ſo that we cannot keep our mind fieddy $ 
and compos' d. Solomon faith , Prov. 17. | 
24. The cyes of a fool are in the enls of the _. ; 


dring up and do:yn, tire and there, and 
every where. Thele evil thoughts ſpring 
and rile from within us. as naturally as 
ſparks from the fire, Ggy. 6. 5. Mt..15 19, 
Out of the heart proccedcti evil thoughts, 
And they folov ns coatinually in every 
place, and in every Service. as the Birds 
on Abriham's S:c:ifhces, which Abrabam 
did drive away. They muſt not lodee, 
Ter. 4+ 14. Though we cannot hiader the. 
_ ap Fowls 
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Fowls from flying in the Air, or over our 
heads; we may hinder them from 


icch- 
' Ing on our heads. Holy David had vain 


thoughts, but he hated them, Pal. 119. 
113- There's not a minute, but many 
thoughts pals from us, as, in a minute, 
{ands do in an hour-glaſs, Pſal. 94. 19. 
Chriltians, conſider how much ot that 
time is Joſt, which you ſpend in holy du- 
ties, by vain thoughts; when we ſhould 
draw nigh to God , our hearts, by our 
thoughts. ſteal away. And there are but 
a tew awakened tender pirits., truly ſen- 


fable of this intrinſecal ſecret evilz though 
*much of a Chriſtians duty, and the very 


inwards of Religion, lyes in obſerving the 
thoughts, and in watching -the heart. 
Therefore above all keeping, keep thy 
heart, Prov. 4. 23. and take hced to thy 


© Spirit, Mal: 2. 15, 16. 


2. Worldly Cares are great waſters of 
our precious time. The moſt do mind 
earthly things, Phzl. 3. 19. Mens heads, 
hearts and thoughts, are ſo intent about 
the things that periſh, that they do hardly 
entertain a fcrious thonght of God and 


Eternity all the day. God 1s not in all 


their thoughts. They that are of the flgth, 


+. do mind the things of the fleſh, Roms B. 5, 
+ and not only the, children of this Worlds 


- 
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earth, that almoſt all their time and 
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but Profeſſors themſelves, are ſo eager 
and$<vchement in the putiiit of this poor 


- ” : 


ftrength 1s ſpent about it. And while 
men are ſo carctul and ſo!licitous about 
many. things, and in a very crowd and 
hurry of buſineſs, it 15 impotl;ble. for them 
to redeem time for Gud and. their ſouls, | 
As loon as their eyes are open, and the 
things of the World ftand as ſo many 
Suitors, to 1avite and draw. them. Some 
have their hearts ſo over-charged and fur- 
fcited with the cares and fears of this evil 
World, that their abundance will not ſat- 
fer them to ſleep, Lithe 21. 4. Eecleſe 5. 12. 
Now when it 15 thus, Opportunities are - 
loſt, Souls are neglected, Holy Dutics ex 
mitted, or if uſed, they are very unſucces» 
tul, Ezek, 33.31. Matt. 13.22. Therefore 
take heed of the Wortd , {0 great a d& 
vourer of vur time. 
3- Unneceſſary Vi tr, are great ann | 
« our time: of whic -h you mult take 
heed, it being no mark of Godlineſs, but 
the contrary. The wiſe man ſpeaking of \”,, 
the vicious and vertuous woman, giveth © 
them this difterent- Character. viz;theone, 
bee feet abideth not in ber baſe, Eccl. 7. 1h...) 
the other, {ooketh well to the way of Þ 
ooybels, and eatcth nat the bread of dlenif, ; 
—_ D 2 Prove, 
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Frov. 31. 27, And we rcad of ſome, tht 
wandred about trom hone to houſe, being 
mile tatlers, and bufie- bodics, ſpealing things 
which they ought not, 1 Tim. 5. 13. How 
many do trifle about the time 1n -golug 
trom houſe to houſe; to whom ic may be 
ſaid, as Pharaoh to the oppreſſed Iſraelites, 
ye are idle, ye are idle. Let that time you 
have to ſpare from your CaVlings and Fa- 
milies,-be ſpent in Reading, Prayer, or 0- 
ther Religious Exerciſcs : and in all your 


_ viſtts, intcnd an4 dcfign the doing of good, 


or the recciving of good; and not the 
palling away of this precious time. When 
your friends or neighbours are fick,and un- 
der the hand cf God, go to them, and 


give them counſ.] for choir ſuxls, Rom. 


35.2. 

4. Unprifitable Diſcourſe robbeth us'of 
much ture. Some employ their tongues 
im telling fabulous or filthy S.orics 3 others 
in diſcourkng of Parties ard Opinions, 
and in talking of the Faults and Mit- 
carriages of other men. Some about the 
Tunes, and enquiring aftcr News. Thus 
did the men of Athers, who ſpent their 
time 3n nothing elſe, but either to tel, 
or to hear ſome new thing, Acs 17. 21. 


L > And the moſt, whey-they- ccme together, 
= - pals away the time th diſcourfing of the 


k. 
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World, 
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Worid, and the concerns of it. But let 
1'. Chiiſtians, wiea they converſe, imitate * 
their Lord 3 the words that procceded out 

of his mouth were gracious words :' Walz 
| ia wiſdom toward them that are wito.nt 1 
F1.0 redeeming the time. Let your ſpeech be al- 
| waics with Grace. ſeiſoned with Salt that yme ® 
may ktow how you onght to anſwer every may © 
| ._ Col. 4. 5,6. 
| 5. Exceſſive iadulging the outrrard max. *l8 
Much of cur time is ſpent in making 
provifzon for the ficfh, Rom. 13, 2:3. Son.c 
hours every day are taken up in providing 
for the belly, to p!caſe the palatez and 5! 
ſfomeat their Tables take up much time. 5 
| Others, to gratifie a proud fancy, much ©? 

time is waſtcd in decking and trimmung . 

the body. There are thoſe that (pendamore' © 
r time in looking into a glaſs, than npon 
; 


2 


their knees in praying to God. A godly ; 
| Minitter coming to a Gentlewomans.houte * 
to dinner, where he waited from ten a clock . 7 
till one, all che while ſhe was a dreſling 3-1 
' F burſt out into weeping, to think that ſhe 4 
ſhould ſpcad ſo much time in Trimming, :} 
and he to little in Praying. Alſo, excet-: 
five fleep doth devour a great part of our : 
' - thort liteand tiaze, When we ſhould be! 
BY on our knees in our Cloſet, we are in our 7 
Beds, or on our Couches.. Others watte- 
FL D b) Ne gel thu 
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their precious time 1n Ale-houſes and Ta- 
verns, and Bro:hel-houfcs, from day to 


day 3- Gods day bcing not exempted, A= . 


eainſt ſuch there 15 a dreadtul Woe , Wee 
x-:t9 them that riſe wp carly in the mornings 
t-2t they may follow ſirong drinks that con- 
tian until nzout, till Fine inflame them, Iſa, 
S. 11,12. 

6. Unlariful or immoderate Recreations, 


=-arc the occaftions ot great expence of time. 


Recrexion { not to be uſed but as Phy- 
tick, in eaſe of need) is an ingrofſer and 
walter cf our time, that's dcar and pre- 


cos. M-ry are fo exceſhve in it, as 


tacy were ſent into the World to do no- 
it!ng but fport, What time 15 ſpent in 
Carding, Dicing, Dancing, Interludes, 
Stage-playes, Bcar and Bull-baytings, Hun- 
ring, Hawking, end 1n reading Roman» 
tick Books ? Which, for mcn and women 
-profeihing the Golpc), are not of good 
report, Phil. 4. 8. The turning of the Bi- 
ble, or ſome good Book, :s more becoming 
a Chriſtian, than turning a pair of Cards, 


a Game ſo much accuſtomed by the Pro» , 


-phane, and an occaſion of much fin. 
Theſe things will cauſe bitiernets,aud hor- 
ror at laſt; they are honey to the Fancy, 
bat a ing to the Conſcience. Conſider 


which will affo:d moſt comtort dy g's 
L | 4 1, : 
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Tem, fo many daies in Recreation, or {5 
many Gaies in Humiliationz ſo many 
hours in Prayer, or fo many hours in play- 
ing at Cards; ſo many hours in vain, fil 
thy diſcourſe, or ſo many hours in ſerious 
and heavenly conference : Item, fo many 
Sabbaths 1n reading,hearing, and finging of 
P/2lms, or {0 many Sabaths (pent in cating, 
drinking, walking, or worſe. Holy Brad- 
ford counted that hour loſt, wherein he had wh 
not done ſome good. Titrs Veſpatian was 
_ to ſay, Diem perdiai, I rave lot a 
ay. 


Dirct. 2. Set a due effSmate. upon this 
precious Fervel off Time, that your hearts 
may be to*truly tender, as to make con- 
Kience of waſting of it. A godly Miniſter 
was wont to ſay, when he faw the morn- _ 
ing clear and ſerene, *Tzs pity this day® ' 
ſhould be loft, O value your time, reckon 
more of one. Sabbath, than of the bett 
Fair or Market that ever thou waſt at 1n 
all thy life, Set upon the now day of 
Grace, the price of Eternity. I have told 
you already, the damned in Hell (if it 
might be) would give a World for one 
opportunity to make peace with God. 


\ Dire&. 3. Set. apart ſome - ednſiderable 2 
"00 D4 _ ..; porjion, 
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prtin of time, fir the moſt ſecret Pur 
#iCSe 
r. For ordirary lecret Prayer and Me- 
ditation, ſect foric time apart in the morn- 
ing and evening of cvcry day and do 
nt catch and ſnatch at praying-times. 
Many ſcrve the world and the fleſh all day, 
and put off God with a few words or 
ilcepy praycis at night, Prayer 1s tne 
breath ot the new creature, and the fign | 
ot 2 ſpiritual lite, Ads 9. 6. Chriſtians, | 
FT Hr your prayers be ſecret, lincere, fervent, 
| confiant, The way to Heaven (ſaid a 
cood man) is through the Cloſet, and they 
that have becn eminent in Piety , have 
b-cn excellent in Prayer. Holy David 
world not It a morning pals without 
Prayer, Pſ2/.5- 3. yea, three timcs a day,t.e 
was at this blet{ed duty, Pſal. 55. 17. It was 
Ins ekment, and conſtant inmploymenr, 
Pſal. 1cg. 4+ Your praycr muſt be fer- 
vent, it it be effecual. Prayer without 
tcrvency, is as a Bullet without Powder, or 
as a Bird without wings, that c:nuot 
mcuat up into the Air. Holy Fire mult” 
F., bc pat to thy daily Sacrihce, God an: 
_ fwers by Fire. He that looks upon the 
_ Heart, regards the manner of your Pray- 
h than the number of your Pray- 
flight mumbling over a few 
p=ti- 


w_ 
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pctitions, either out of cuſtom, ur to ſtop 
the mouth of Conſcience, will not pie- \ 
vail, Pſal. 25. 10. Iſa. 26. 9. Fm. 5. 16. 
Chriſtians, the time that you ſpend with 
Cod in ſecrct. 15 the (weeteſt time, and bett 
improved. Therefore, it thou lovelt thy 
lite, be in love with Prayer. Reſolve to 
ſpend ſome tims with Gol in private 
| ny day. 
| Extraordinary private” faſting, is - 4 
x. «s very neceſſary , and practiſed 
but by a tew. Soul- afflicing dajcs bc- 
twcen God and a mans {clt would through 
Grace, be much for (ricitual advantage 3 
Rusbands ſhould mourn part, and their 
Wives apart, Zech. 12. 12,13. Faſting- 
daics will be Soul- -fatting Caics, As 10. 
3. and Bleſſcd are they that mourn, Matt. 
Jo $o 

3- The third private duty, 's Sclt-cx-, 
amination, When thou art alone, asx thy 
felt theſe queltions : 

1. Is it-moſt certain, t thatT ami in a ſtate 


\ $ 
\ 


of Grace? 2 
2, Is Grace thriving ? doth my inward 1 
man proſper ? + 


. Do I live in no known fin againſt” | 
Fee "wink P/al. 19. 1.28. and Eexercile -) 
my felt unto Godlyneſs ? i 


( Yo ) q 

4. Dol make conſcience of rcdceming | 
time, ſo as to joyn Time and Duty togc- | 
ther? A precious {crvant of the Lord was 
wont to fay, if a man could 2nfiver to 
theſe two Queſtion, he nced not to tear : } 
Firſt, Am I Gods child ? S.condly, Am [I | 
in Gods way ? Plal. 119. 94. 


D-rcct. 4. If you would redecm yorr 
time. compete your time. Pray thou mayelt 
do 1t, Pſa. 92. 12. Pſal. 39.4. Numbring 
the pu ple was Davids lin, but numbring 
Is daics, a duty. - Tis common for men 
to number their Sheep, their Cattel, Hou- 
ics, Lands, Warcs, Money, but to number 
our daics, 15 a rare kind of numbing : 
for the neplect cf which, what arrears arc 
we fallen icto, with the great Landlord 

. of ourtime? Chriſtians, divide your time 
mto parcels, and conſider how little God 
bathz how much time was ſpent in thy 
infancy and chiid-hood, betore thon hadtt 
he uſe of Reaſon 3 how much is \ pent in {| 
our Callings and Employments about the 
World ? how much in Eating, Drinking, 
and unprofitable Diſcourſe? belides all 
this, halt, or more, is ſpent in ſleeping : fo 
[that in the work gf God, and about -our f 
- ummortal ſouls, WC ;imploy but a very lit- 
le: Therefore 'tis more than time to're- 
"ok it, Direct- 4 
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Direct. 5. Maintain alwates a holy fear 
pon thy beart of coming to the ed of time, 
before thy work be done. Live continually” 
in an expectation of your great change. 
Buy, (ell, converſe, read, pray, hear, and do 
all as dymg men, and palling to receive 
the recompence of cndlels Joy, or Woe. 
Chrittians, it you would work while it 15 
day 3 It you would gloritie God on earth; 
it you would ſccure, and eternally ſave 
your unmortal ſouls; if you would not 
be a prey to the Prince of Darkneſs; if 
you would ſtand with comtort before the 
Lord Jclus , at -his dreadtul Bar; jt- you 
would not {pend your dates without. 
hope: Ariſe theretore, and be doing, and. 
the Lord be with you, 
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ing words of that eminent fatthtul fervant 


+ to' go into the other World , ——_ F 
-- this , 
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O that they were Wiſe, that they underttood 
this, that thcy weuld conſider their latter 
end. 


T is alwaies ſeaſonable to infilt on ſuch 
© fubjcas as diredt us-to ſpeak of ano- 
ther World, eſpccially in times of 
A. great ſickneſs and morality, in which 
thouſands of ſouls night and day have been 
crowding into Eternity ( witneſs the late 
dreadtul Plague m ſixty five.) I therefore 
made-choice of this ſerious, and heart- 
wakening ſubj, that drowſie,tecure ſouls 
might be awakened toa deep contideration 
of the World to come. The whole Chapter 
is fiyled the Song of Moſes, his Swan- 
Kke or Song before his death, the dy- 


of God; and if the words of a dying man 
are tO be regarded, how much the words 
of a dying Moſes. This Moſes being ready 


= 
% > 
"; oo 


Z @ y_ 


Be. ic RE aA. 


( $3) 
. this ſong, of which the Text is a part; 
and dying, words are weighty, and make 

; the dcepeti imprelhion, : 


Nrratory, 
1 This Song 15 partly < Minatory, 
| Promiſſery. 


In the Narrative you have, 
1. A Narration of the infinite great- 
f neſs, and molt glorious attributes of the 
| God of Iſrael, introduced with a pathe- 
| tical and awakening acclamation : Give 
\ car, O ye Htavens, aud I will ſpeaks ard 
hear O Earth the words of my mouth. © 
2. Wehave a Narration of their cor- 
t Mrocins, ingratitude, and rebellion, verſe 5, 
" , G6. They have corrupted themſelves, they art a 


perverſe and crooked Generation, do ye thus 
requite the Lord, O fooliſh people, and wy-- 
wiſe? Notwithſtanding the remarkable, : 
| favours, and rare indulgence of. God. tg» * 
'ward them , yet ebey forſook, him, provoked. © 

bim to jealoufie with jtrange Gods, and ſacrjs ' | 
ficed to Devils, and not unto God, ver. 16.17, . 
Becaule of which he threatens, FR | wt | 
x, To bide, his face fron gpem, than, * 

ich. nothing <moxe; þicter to, the fqul,; | 
vorſ 20. . Ee 
\. _ -:2;To 1flic} variety, of fore. temporal F 
\ , jadgements.ypon, them, than which: no- - 
\ ,. thing more burtheuſome to the bodr- 
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will heap miſchief upon them, 1 will ſpend 
mine Arrows upon them they ſhall be burnt 
with hunger, and devoured with bnvning beat, 
and with bittcr deſtrudtion, the ſword witbout, 
and terrcr within , ſhall deſtroy both the 
Toung man, and the Virgin, with the man of 
grayhairs , for a fire is kindled in mine 
anger, and ſhall burn to the loweſt Hell, 
And ver. 27. God. gives the reaſon why 
he would not utterly deſtroy them, and 
make a full end of them. JI/ere it not tvas 
T feared the wrath of the enemy, & C. 

And now the words of the Text {cem 
to be the apptication'et the-whole.O that 
E. they wonld confider their latter end! | 

- - You may look upon theſe words as it 
; were a mount caſt up, by which the pes- 
* ple of Iſrael might take a view of things 
| tO : Bye have a profpet of what 


uld befall them' in their latter end. 0- 
at they were wiſe! t& be wile is oppes'd 
* fo that braitiſhnels, per.'28, They were 'a 
- Nation ' void of counſel, for they wanted 
the right exerciſe of reaſon; and that wil- 
| dom which ififtoor above tooblerve, and 
 irthþ}bv6 rf Eos) ProvidendesIagd 
Diſpenſations of God. __—e&9 oh 
| Ha ithey would corfier*: Conſideration 
His 4 fixed act of ce nndteftanditig/ or 
nid; in order to'prattice's/for doing and ? 
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conſidering are ZR joyned' toge- 
ther, Judges 19. 14. Now therefore conſider 
what ye bave 30 do, Heb. 10. 24, Let ws con- 
ſider ene another to provoke unto love and 
good works. The tame thing 1s variouſly 
expreſſed” in Scripture, 712. tO look nar- 
rowly upon a thing,. to call to mind, t6 
know, and to conſider in ones heart, to 
call things to remembrance, to commune 
with a mans heart, Pſal.77. 5, 6 

Their latter end : By which we are not 
only to underſtand thoſe tremendous, and 
deſolating Judgements that {hould ſurprize 
them in this World, but to remember the 
great things of the other ; 3 4s alſo. old- 
Age, Death, the Grave, Eternity 3 Death, 
with its antecedents, concomitants, and 
conſequences. S 

The words contain a pathetical Option? A 
or wiſh, O that they were wiſe | In which * 
obſerve, 

1. The perſon wiſhing, viz. the moſt great | 

and gracious God. 

2, The thing deſired, and that is, divine” 4 
Wiſdom: a fewel indeed , a price far a þ 
bove Rubies. i 

3. The perſons, for whom God thus k | 
'reth, viz. For Iſrael, a people nigh unto: | 

Lord, and yet a bruitiſh , inconfiderate, I 
and unwift pcople. © that they wert: 
wile Oc. - Wie 
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4. What this Wiſdom is, or wherem it 
deth cunfyt, viz. in the contideration of 
their latter end. 

The Dodtrincs obſervable from the 
words, are theſe : 

Doct. 1. That Gad doth earneſtly deſire 
. ard long for the gead of a people. 

« 2. That an inconſidcrate people are 
4 fooliſh ard nuwiſe pecple. 

Doct. 3. That want of ſcrious confidera- 
ti'n is incidert nt only to the prophane, but 
is men frofeſſing God, and Godlyniſs : The 
Iſraelites were the only Church of God 
then in the World, and yct they were 
+ rot wile to underſtand, and contider theis 
" latter end. * 

I (hall not handle theſe apart, but ſpeak 

© to the chiet ſcope and intent of the words 

” in this ore Propoijicion. 

;y Doct. That zt is & dnty and mattcr of 
> high conccrument to conſider our latter end. 

"O that they were wile! that crhey would 

conſider, viz. practically conſider, and live 

NR alwaics in the belict of the other World, 

10.25 to do up all their work while it is day. 
| This ſeems to be the great import of the 

Spixit of God in this Text. 

. Eternal ſouls whatever eſcapeth your 

thoughts, this muſt not; this ſhould be. 
your vade mecam 3 it ſhould riſe up with _ 
_ Zz5r : .Jou, 
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you, iye down with you, walk with you 
wherever you go or are. This Moſes him- 
ſelt, that precious and renowned fervant 
of God detir'd, {ceing fuch a dreadful mor- 
tality in the wilderrels, and ſo many fad 
{peacles of divine wrath, Pſal. 90. 12. 
So teach us to nnmber our daies, that we may 
apply our hearts to wiſdom. And as M: ſes 
detircd it, fo alſo holy David, Flal. 39. 4. 
Lord, make me to know my end, and the mea- 


ſure of my daies what it is, that. I may know 


bow frail I am. And Solsmon ets a Setter 
upon it, Eccleſ. 7. 2. It 5 better to go eo the 
heuſe of mourning, than to the houſe of feaſt- 
ing : for that is rhe end of all men, and 
the living will lay it to his heart- And 
it iS an argument that men are dead, 
when at a houſe of monraing they are not 
movcd with compathon, to a due and deep 
conſideration of their doleful and dying 
Ttondition. 


I ſhall come now to ſhew you what Þ# 
we are to conſider, concerning Our latter ' 
end and O that it may take a dep im> * 
preilion upon all that ſhall read theſe plain 


truths. 
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Scriouſly conſider, and bdlieve , 
I, That it is moſt certain that an end will 


be. . 
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be. For whatſoever the Scriptures ſpeak 
of Death, the Grave, and Hell, is an 1n- 
fallible truth. You are to conſider, that 
every man is mortal, muſt dye, and paſs 
into the other World 3 and that in every 
one of your bodies, there is an immortal 
and never dying ſoul; and that after theſe 
bodies have ſlepr- in the duſt of the earth, 
they ſhall live again there ſhall be a re- 
furre&ion of the juſt, and unjuſt 3 and at 
the end of the World, a Tribunal ſhall 
be ſet up, before which, all tke World 
ſhall be made to ftand. And that as ſoon 
as your breath is gone, the _—_ ſhall 
Teturn to God that gave it, cither to the 
Jaſtice of God, or re the Mercy of God 3 
£© the place of Joy, or to the place of 
"Torment. 

Out tranſgreſſion, natural conſtitution, 
with a Statute-Law of Heaven, have 
- brought us under a necetfity of dying, 
Wherever this Viper faſteneth, it killerh 
certainly, though not ſuddenly; fin and 
death are twins, ſin 1s the great murtherer 
that let death into the World; For ber houſe 
mclineth unto death, and her paths unto the 
| dead. Ty the day that thow eateſt thereof, 
> thou ſhalt ſurely dye, Gen. 2.17. that 1s,thou 
| ſhalt beconie mortal. As ſoon as Adam 
- had fing'd, he (and we in him our _—_ 
9 « ſenta- 


* 


, Apoſile) 3s dead becauſe of fi: ſome dye 
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ſentative ) became ſubje, or liable. to 
death : fin like a mighty Monarch reign'd 
frem Adam to Moſes ; a MaletaGtor calt at 
the Bar, is dead in Law, though he be 
repriev'd for a time the body ( faies the 


11 the womb. fome in their in:ancy, long | 
in their youth, and they that live longeſt\® JF 
dye at latt; death never hurts a man, bur 


with his own weapon; it alwaies hnds fin 'Þ 


in us, and the ſiing of death is fin. And 
where ever you meet it, or ſec it, you may 
ſay of it as Abab to the Prophet, Haft tbuw Þ} 
found me, O mine enemy? Death, and every . Þ 
death is the fruit of fin, death temperal | 
death ſpiritual, and death eternal : [The 
ſoul that fins foall dye, Ezek. 18. 20. The 
wages of fin s death, Rom. 6. 23. Our na- 
taral conſtitution rendreth us obnoxious 
to a aifſolkution 3 our fleſh is not the fleſh * 
of ſtone, or of braſs;. but frath.and moul- _ | 
dring duſt, to which, as to our center, we 
muſt return, Gen. 3- 19. Duſt thou art, and 
u1to duit ſhalt thou reurn, Ecclef. 3. 20. All 
go to one place, all are of the duſt, and all turn 
to dnſt again, Heb. 9.27. Itis appointed for | 
12212 once to dye. Job 14. 5. His. daics are _ | 
A&termined. the xumber of bis moneths are _ 
th thee, thau haft appeinted his bounds that 
he cannot paſi. No thield or A } 
| or- F# 


(90) 
fortine againſt this Ring of Terrors 3 im” 
partial Death {the great Leveller) knows 
no faccs and thereture none can be cx” 
empted. It ftaithiulneis might challcnge 
immunity trom death, then Aſes might 
have bcen excus'd 3 if bezuty, then Abſa- 
lon, it firength, then Sampſon; it fince- 
rity and picty, then David; it ſubtilty, 
then Achirophel, if magnanimity, then 
Alexander > ii riches, then Crafus 3 1t wil- 
dom, then S.lomon; but one cvent hap- 
pens to them all; fo that when the ta- 
tal moment cometh, no ranſome can be 
given,no art nor $kill can keep us here. Sirs, 
were this DoQtrine of the other Werld 
belicved,it would have a greater umpref{ion 
upon our hearts; did we p—_ con= 
fider of that future ſtate of retribution, 
according to our faith, of which we mutt 
live or dye, ftand or fall to eternity, it 
would have a greater influence upon our 
lives. 
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2. Conſider, That at y:wr latter end, all 
things in #is World »ill fail yu, and take 
their leave of you for ever. . All your -na- 
tural indowments, outward enjoyments, 


parts.parentage,birth, breeding, wit,wealth, - 


crowns, kingdcms.pearls,diamonds,houfes, 


lands, 
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lands, wives, children, friends; when your 
breath 15 gone, all theſe are gone, Pray. 27, 

24-Riches are not for ever.n:itber doth 2 crown 
endure $0 all Gencrations, The glittering 
Sun of all outward glory will certainly 
{<t, which your own experience,and Scrip- 

ture evidence doth clearly evince. Riches 

bive wings, and they fly away, Prov. 3. 5, 

The frſhion of this World Ppaſſeth avay. I 

Cor. 7. 29 39,2 t. We br:ught nothing into 
the World aid tis ccrtain we ſhall carry 
1 ting ont. 1 Tim. 6. 7. It a man were 
roſſefl.d with as much of this World, as 
Solomon the great King of Feruſalem, who 
hed great magnificent buildmgs, fruicful 
pleaſant vineyards, gardcns, orchards, and 
trecs of all manncr of fruis, variety of 
ſcrvants, poflethons of great and fmall 
cattel. heaps of gold and filver, peculiar 
treaſure of Kings , muſical infirumetits, . l 
men and women fingers, and whatfoev.r 
his cyes defir'd; yct when he takes a (c- 
rious view of all chings, he would fay with - 
him, all is varity, wa. that a man hath no ,, 
profit of all his laboup which he taketh.* 
under the Sun, which made the wiſe man 
cvn to hate life, Eccleſ 2. *- 

Since the Fall, there 1s a carſe-uþon the 
creatvre, which indeed is dectiv 710g, VEX= - 
ing, dccaying, and all our outward comforts | 
3 my 
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may be compared to Pharao's hoſt; who 
arc alive this hour, and the next drown'd, 
and dead upon the Sea-ſhore : and though 
you judge they ſhall endure for ever, Pſzl. 
49. 11+. Lye 12. 19. they will deal by you 
- as Abſalom's Mule, that left him in his 
greateſt extremity. What woful miſeries 
attend worldly riches in the getting, keep- 
+ ing, and parting with them? they are ſnarcs 
and thorns, plagucs and ſcorpions unto ma- | 
ny; they pierce them thorow with many 
{orrows, 1 Tim. 6. 10. 
Yet here men toyl, beat their brains, 
* weary their bodies, tire their ſpirits, break 
their fleep, perplex their thoughts, rack 
their conſciences, ingult and drown them- | 
ſclves in cares, endanger their ſouls (dream- 
Ing of nothing but perpetuity : ) and when 
they have done all, like the {ilk-worm, dye 
in their work : Nay, many a man ſurvives 
his own happinels, which peritheth betore 
t he periſheth; and it's the worft of milcries 
to oat-live our own happineſs : theretore 
& let not riches heightcn- your hearts, and 
prompt. you to pride , which 1s too too 
- COMMON. 
This day the rich worldling, fang a re- 
> quiem tO his ladly d=luded foul, con:Juding. X% 
he had muc\ laid up 4 the night tollow- 
>1ng, his foul 15 required, Human is today 
1 - - | the 
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the ſecond man in the Kingdom, but foon 
loſt all, and his life too. Now doth -Ne- 
buchadnezz.2r walk in his ſtately royal Pa- 
Jace of Babel, priding himſelt '1n his out- 
ward pomp 3 but while the word was in. 
his mouth. a voice came from Heaven, ſ{ay- 
ing. O King Nebuchadnezzar, t9 thee be it 
ſpoken, thy Kingdom is departcd from thee, 
Dan. 4. 29, 30,31. 

Feruſalem this year is the Princeſs a- 
mong the Provinces, the next year made 
tributary 3 and they that live delicately are 
- defolate, and embrace dunghills, Lam. 1. 1, 
and 4.5. Yeſterday Fob's cattcl rmght be 


\numbred by thouſands, and to morrow he 


15 ſtrip'd ot all, and left naked. Neither 


135 our age without a ſad and dreadful ins ' 
tance, (viz.) tamous Lexdon,on the Lord's - 


day ſtanding, by Wedneſday burnt; and Jaid 
in aſhes, and thouſands oft the Inhabitants 


houſelefs and harbourleſs;therefore if riches --; - 


increaſe, {ct not your hearts upon them 3 


they are uncertain, cannot ſatisfie, cannot _ 


Proht, will periſh, and that for :ever:* O 
then, Jet thoſe precious, dear, everlaſting 
jewels, laid up in your mouldring,' decay= 
ing, dying bodies be cared tor! }Fbat"ean. it 
profit a man, to gain the whole World, and lo 

bis own ſoul? Matt, 16.26. :. ' - -- / 
5+ Con- 
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3. Conſider, Huw foon all the preſet 
Pleaſures of fir will be gone, and leang 1 
thing but a ſting. Old ſtage, weakneſs, 
ſacknels, will make a great change in the 
whole outward man as to ——— 
natural vigour, livelynels of ſenſes, and all 
whereby a man might take ary pleaſure in 
the World , or in his Jufts. When tick- 
n2(s. old age, deaths f->r2-runner cometh. 
it wil make a ſtrange change in th? mok 
comely © countenance 3 corporal comely- 
neſs and beauty is ſoon ttain'd,ficxnets will 
not oaly tade it, but detace it : You that 
are endow-d with comely proportion, 


ſparkliag eves, well-tavourednecfs, amiable- 
P Z CVE, 


neſs ot colours, .ot white and red, with 
fe-airneſs and agility of body, with a 
cheertul aſpe& : when old age cometh, it 
will ploy deep furrows in thole tair faces; 
and y<t many (ignorant of their toal fouls 
and filthy hearts) are proud of their fair 
faces, and comely teatiir-3z {6 that they 
grow wanton by reaſon of it, and to {et 
out their beauty and whitencſs of their 
Skins, ( not being contented with their 
Creators curious make) will add paintings, 
patches. powdering, critping. curtings, ar- 


_ Tificiat hiir, and what rot £ Know, that 


old age will nat oaly - wither your beauty 
(which is but s&in-dcep ) but abate your 
outward 
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outward ftreagth, natural vigour, lively- 
nels of ſcnlcs, and all wiercby' you may 
have any worldly pleaſure. 

"Oldage is Sulomons evil day, when the 
Sun, Moon and Stars will be darkned, the 
keepers of the hoate tremble, and. the 
ttrong men bow thcmlclves, and the grin- 
ders ceaſe, and all the daughters of mu- 
ſick ſhall be brought low, and fear tha!l 

e in the way z when the whole outward 
man 1s decayed, (wiz.) eyes dim or dark, 
ears deat, tecth rotten, gums bare; head 
bald, breath corrupt, hands and tect weak 
and trembling; an cvil day mdced, in 
which yoa ſhall find no delight in your 
tormer aa'liances, for- the Graſhopper will 
be 2 burden, and defire tha!ltail, Eecleſ.12. 
But the beauty of Grace withers not uns 
cer the greatelt declinings of natural beau:- 
ty for Grace js the oyle in the lamp, that 
never goeth out; but ſhineth - more and 


Fithin, Plal. 45. Godlyacts, which 1s Gods 
Iixencls, cafts a Jultre that 15 very lovely in 
the fight of God and Man. Thor art ll 
fair my Dove, aid there is uo ſpet is thtgy.. 

S:uners! you that now taſic the fweet 
ot *iin, rejoyge to do .wickedly, that ſpend 
your time in riotous drunkenneſs, in chans 
bes of. waptonnels,1yc upon beds of 199+ 


037 1 3: TY» 


* 
. hy 
. 


( 96) 
ry, and ftretch your ſelves on your cou- 
ches, and cat the lambs out of the flock, 
that chant to the ſound of the Viol, that 
drink Wine in bowls, that are not grieved 
for the affliQtions of Foſeph, that put far 
away the evil day, Know that the fire of 
fin will burn, and that your ſwcet morſels - 
| are but fora moment ; thoſe ſweet mor- 
ſels and delicate dainties will coſt you dear. 
Hear now this, you that are given to 
pleaſure, that feaſt your ſelves in doing 
evil ; *tis but a little time, and you will ſee, 
and ſay, that all your delights,hopes, joyes, 
are paſt and gone, and that you ſhall ne- 
ver ſee or taſte them more, only the gra- 
vel, gall, guilt and ſting will remain. You ' 
that love this helliſh banquet of fin ( the 
Nollen waters that are ſweet, and bread 
| eaten in ſecret that js pleaſant) don't know 
that the dead are there,and that her gueſts 
are in. the depths of Hell, Proz. 9. 17, 18. 
- Sin is a ſweet poyſon, pleaſant in the acts 
ing, but bitter in the end : for tbe ſox 
that finneth ſhall dye Exek. 13. 20. and will 
you ſpare it, and keep it ſtill within your 
mouth ? hide it under your tongue, untill 
it becometh the gall of Aſps within you, 
Fob. 20. 12, 13. Conſider aMo, that your 
tecret wickedneſs committed in the dark, 
in corners, that is mask'd and cloſe kept, 
is known to God. 
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The infinitely holy , and heart-ſcarch- 
ing, God marks them, Fob. 10.14. Hf. 7.2. 
Watcheth them, Fob. 14.16. Scaleth-them, 
they are down among his treaſures , Dewt. 
32. 34- and they will find you out, Numb. 
32.23- (it not traly and deeply repented 


| of, and pardoned) they will lye down with 


you in the grave, and follow you into 
the other World, and meet you at Gods 
dreadiul Bar,and be diſcovered in the fight 
of the whole World ; evil ſhall purſue the 
fianer; This evil thing, and bitter, (bred 
in the womb, not buried in the grave, not 
extinguiſhed by the fire of Hell) (hall pur- 
ſue the finner unto Hell. Sinners , this 
15 molt certain, unrepented (ms will never 
leave-you, but lye down,and riſe with you, 
your bones are full of che fins of your 
youth, which (hall lye down with you in 
the duſt, Fob 20. 11. Sin is 2 bad bedfel- 
low, and a worſe grave-tcllow, and if it 
fleep with you, it will awake with you, 
when the dreadful Trumpet hall found, 
Ariſe ye dex, and come to judgement : The 


* damned in Hell have all their fins about 


them, that which. was: the cauſe of their 
being caſt into Hell, will.-be their everlaſt- 
mg companion there, and will you take 
theſe Vipers and Scorpions into your bo- 


{” toms, that will be alwaics gnawing upon 
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your hcarts? Know this, your poſting Sun 
of all finful, ſentual delights, will tet in 
the dreadtul Ocean of endlcts, cafclcls, and 
remedileſs ſorrow. 


— — ——— 


4. Confhidcr, That oz!y which is cterna!, 
Full ftand you in ſtead when you come t29 
dye. (viz.) when you thall ſhoot the vali 
Gua!}, and lanch out into that infinite Oce- 
an of Eternity, that hath neither bounds, 
ror banks, nor bottom. 

Immortal fouls! Do you ſee any thing 
that hath Eternity graven upon it ? There 


. are variety of objects, both ot pertons and 


things, that pre{cnt themtelvecs to your 
view: Lift up your eyes to the valt Hea- 
vens thit are beſpanglcd and beautihed 
with 2 glorious Sun, Moon, and glittering 
Stars, that have been there tor ſome thou- 
{ands of vears, {ce whether eternity be 
there ? No, they had their beginning, and 
muſt have their period, Gen.1.'. Heb. 1.10, 
Ii. Thou Lord in the beginning baſt Liid the 
foundations of the* Earth, and the Fleavens 
are the works of thine hands: They ſhall 
periſh, thcy wax cold as doth 2 garment, but 


. thou remaineſt ; The day is coming where> 


in the Sun ſpall be turned into darknefs,and 
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ball fall, and the Powers of the Hearens 
ſrall be fſpakeas, the Elements ſhall melt 
with fervent heat , and the Earth, with the 
works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up, 
Matt. 24. 29. 2 Pet. 3. 10. 

Morcover, look to your near and dear 
Relations, for whom you expoſe your 
{Ives-to- (0 much pain, care, ,and- trouble 
Loon to Abraham your Father, and'to Sa- 
raþ that bare you ( as the Prophet ſpeak- 
eth in another caſe) to yaur Husbanas, 
Wives, Children, Parents, Friends, Netgh- 
bours, Magiltrates, Miniſters, are, thele tor 
ever? No, many of them ar$ gone dowr 
to the dark Valley alrcady, and ſhall re; 
taxn no more 3 or look to thoſe brave He- 
roes, Alexander, Ceſar, Pompey, and where 
are they ? are- they ,not all conquered by 
the King of Terroxs,and held inthe Prj- 
ſon of the Grave, for many 109 years ? 
Look to your Silver, Gold, Pearls, Per- 
fumes, coſtly Cabinets, ſtately Structures, 
Princely Palaces, are theſe for ever ? No, 
they are corruptible things, and cannot de- 
liver in the day of the Loxds wrath : Kings 
Palaces are defolate places,ready to.become 
a keap : Crowns are tranſlated from head 
to head; Scepters paſs from one hand' to 
another 3 and Kingdoms have their riſc, 
and they have their ruine : And will you 
E 2: + 
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fell your precious ſouls for pelt, and tran- 
fitory traſh, which indeed is more in ex- 
pectation than in fruition ? conſider how 
little that is worth, for which you run the 
dreadtul hazard of loſing Heaven. 

But now, (if you are Believers, lift up 
your eyes to the everlatting hills, and put 
the Eagles eye of Faith within the Vail, 
there's the Ancicnt of Daies; God your 
Father , the chietcft Good , and higheſt 
Happineſs: z there is Chriſt your dear Re- 
deemer, the Prince of Glory, and a Houle 
not made with hands, eternal in the Hea- 
.vens, and upon the favour of God, the 
love and righteouſneſs of Chrift, you may 
fee _ 

Again, turn your eyes inward to the 
hidden man of the heart, is there the ſeed 
of God, or impreſs of his Image, and the 
Divine Nature ? L Fob 3- 9-2 Pet. 1.4. Is 
there an aQtive,tiving,ſpringing principle of 
Grace ? Fo#.4.14.On chis chou mayelſt read 


Seed : Grace is the Heir of Glory, every 
drop of which runs into the Ocean, and 
nothing elſe can befriend you; For the 
things that are ſeen are temporal, but the 
#bings that are uot ſeen are eternal , 2 Cor. 


4. 18, * 
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5. Conlider, which of the two Eternities 
you are going towards ? I would have you 
deeply and ſeriouſly conſider, That there 
is one place tor the Shcep, and another for 
the Goats 3 one place tor the Righteous, 
and another for the Ungodly 3 one place 
for Believers, and another for Unbelievers; 


. one place for the Dead, and another for the 


Living: Aneternal Night, or eternal Dayz. 
eternal Pains, or eternal Pleaſures eternal 
Bliſs, or eternal burnings 3 an eternal Life, 
or eternal Death z an eternal Heaven, oc 
an eternal Hell. 

Now finners, ſtop here and conſider, un- 
to which of the two do you belong? Have 
you any certainty of a blefled and glori- 
ous Eternity ? that Heaven, not Hell, will 
be your place and portion for refolvin 
of which, conſider, and anſwer to t 
Queries. 
| Have you unfeignedly Believed, Repent- 
ed, and turned to God with the reating 
of your hearts, and reſigned your whole 
ſouls to him? Do you find your hearts ak- 
feionately and vehemently carried out to 
Jeſus Chriſt ſo, as not to be latished with- 
out Union and Communion with him? 
Is Jeſus Chriſt the Beloved and Darling 
of your Souls ? 
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Hare you C bcing (enhlible of what yeu 

havc done 3gainlt him, and of your un- 
ryortiiinels ot him } by 2 deep, and heart- 
Bu mtjation 1, laid 2a foundation for Heaven 
#1d Happincts? You muſt ſow before you 
an x4P 4 and they that ſow in tears, (hall 
_ m joy, Pfal. 126. 5. 

Are yon Heaven-born, or born after the 
feet only ? Þ by a foun id work of Con- 
verſion, you are become new Creatures in- 
deed, 2: Corr. 5. 17. It is well ; ftand and 
wonder at amazing mercy; if not, fear 
ind tremble; for it you fail here, yon are 

utter! y undone tor Evcr. 

'Forther, are you riſen wit Chriſt, or 
ded in rreſpaiſe 5 and fins? Evbeſc 2. 1. Are 
yu partakers of the firſt ReſurreCtion, Or 
are you 1 your graves, rotting, ſtinking 
in your ins, being, paſt teeling # are you 
araly ar ods ' with fin, and every tin? 
or do you take pleaſure in unrighteonſ- 
nets? Are you Go god}yneis in the liic 
and power of it? and is there no reign- 
209 allowed fin in your hearts and waics > 
Doth fin, and every tin look ugly, feel 
heavy, eafte itt er, and no idol of the heart 
£O keep Chriſt oat of his Throne ? no le- 
cret 'fio lived in 2gaintt Conſcience? 'DBo 
you pray, and d:hire to live in the fear, 
and as undcr the cye of God, making con 
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{cience of ſecret fins, and of ſecret du- 
ties; with a tincere' relpe& ro Gods Gloxy, 
and - your own. good ? . Doth 'the heart> 

carching God find you in your Cloſets, on 
your knees morning and evening, pouring 
out your fo'tls betore him ? every one chat 
is godly, will pray. Pſc. 32. 6, 

Are yot crucified: to the World, .or- dO 
Your ſou!s cleaveunto the dalt 2 have-you 
a treaſure m Heaven, or treatures in the 
held only ? have yon bought-the Pear) ? or 
are you. content with. Pcbles? Who are 
VOUT Aſſociates. the Devils herd. OT Chrilt's 
flock? are you companionstor ſwine and 
hithy dogs, the world .et ungodly; or-of 
the Doves and. Lambs ot Chritt?- Whoſe: 
mark have you. the mark of ſheep? (vis. 
Holineſs, Humility, . Tanocency ) or che 
mark of Goats ?. ( 232. Lult,. Pride, and 
Uncleanne(s? }:>Who .kecps. the throne, 


the King of Saints, cor-the: God! ofthis 


Warld ?: Do your _hearts and lives -fpeak 
Het en, Heaven, Heaven, or. Hel?; Hell; BlelP 
Hell is not more; the place. of the. ddexi}, 
than the heartot a wicked man.” Can you 


lopbnupwasd, ;and ſay; Qur.\Father avbich 


and pt Heaver, or mufi-you look down + 


a Onur F:tber which art im Hell? 

Hey can you take comfort ir any thing of 
this World, that are like to NE 
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and eternally miſcrable in the other World? 
Suppoſe you had as much of the Riches, 
Pomp, and Glory ot. the World, as any 
man that ever liv'd vpon the face of rhe 
Earth ? If you could fay, this Crown, this 
Kingdom , this Countrey: is mine , this 
Gold, this Silverzor this Shop, theſe Goods, 
thts Mannor, this Farm, che: Fields, theſe 
Flocks,this Corn, theſe Cattel, theſe Mines, 
theſe Pearls, theſe Jewels are mine, what 
would all avail you, it your fouls are the 
Devils ? Now, how ſtands the caſe ot your 
precious ſouls ? are they {:cur'd ? have you 
made a real preparation for death and 
judgement, or left all undone ?- Are yon 
veſſels of honour p unto glory, or 
veſſels of wrath fitted to deſtruction? Rom. 
22.23. Let conſcience ſpeak, commune 
with your hearts, Pſal.4. 4. Conſider your 
waies, Hag. 1.5. Search and try your 
Elves, Lam. 3. prove your. own work, ex- 
amine your ſelves, whether you are in the 
Faith, 2 Cer. 13. 5. Whatſoever you ſow, 
you {hall certainly reap, Gel. 6. 7, 8. and in 
the place where the tree falleth, there it 
hall lye, Keel. 23, 13> If it falleth to the 
Nath, it lycth to the North 3. if it falleth 
towards the South, it lyeth towards the 
South. F you hve and dyc towards Hea- | 
ven, Heaven will be your place and _ >: 
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but if you live and dye towards Hell, Hell 
will be your place and home. For .ac- 
cording to your doing in this World, will 
be your doom in the World that is to 
come, 2 Cor. 5. 10. And is it not fad and 
dreadtul, to believe that you have precious 
never-dying, ſouls, and do not know whe- 
ther they (hall be ſav'd or damn'd, fiand 
or tall, live or dye toall eternity ? And yer 
this is the caſe of thouſands, and millions . . 
of men and women now in the World, 
that are making poſt-haſte to Hell, and . 
think and hope they are in the way to + 
Heaven, Prop. 16, 25. 


ms. 


6. Conſider, How- wear are you to your © 
everlaſting habitation ? You are all going. 
down amain the ſtream of time, into the > 
great Ocean, and you will ſhortly come - 
thither. There's not a Rep RN ; 
a breath you draw, not a word you ſpeak, . 
not a moment of time you. live, bat. hath ; 
an influence upon Eternity. Theſe golden - 
ſands running between two Eternitics, will : 
quickly be gone, a ſhort race. will be: ſoon - 
run. O-what a nothing is our life ? z7@..: 
a ſpan, a dream, a wind,a ſhadow,a vapour, .- 
a poſt; ſwifter than a poſt, Fob. 7. 6.. You 
are all going to:your long and Jaft home, . 


kQ. - 
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_ to the hoaſe of Eternity z every man go- 
eth to his long home, Eecl. 12, 5- How 
coth he go? he goeth ſwiftly, alwaics ia 
;r.0tion, night and day, Iceping and wake- 
ing, labouring or loytering, this poſt ha- 
{icns, time and tide ſtays not. Again, he 
goeth infenſibly, man doth not diſcern or 
perceive how this precious time doth tly 
from him the ſhadow on the Dial pat- 
i{ih'trom one hour or figure to 2nother , 
trom the Sun-rifing to 1ts ſetting, though 
its fpcedy tranfient motion is not obſerved: 
{o man paſſeth from infancy to childhood, 
from childhood to youth, from youth. to 
middle age, and fo ro old age, and the 
grave 3 and we take little or no notice ot 
it, Again, he goeth irrcfiſtibly. neithcy 
Men nor Angels, Phyfick or Phyliclan can 
keep him here; it 1s as eaſie to obſtruct 
the whole courſe of nature, or to hinder 
Gods Covenant of day and night : A man 
may as well reſtrain the Sun from nifang, 
the Sea from flowing, or the Wind trom 
blowing, as keep man from dying, and 
going to the place appointed for all living. 
We are but of yeſterday, Fob 8. 9. it was 
but as it were yeſterday, and we were 1n 
the womb of nothing, had'no being, and 
it will be but as it were to morrow, and 
we ſhall difappear,and be (as to this World) 


as 
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as if. we had never been. _ We are cruſhed 
betore the moth, Fob. 4- 19. and in a mo- 
ment we go down to the Grave, and ſhall 
come up no more, Yea, our Pictures and 


” Cruces remain freſh and firm, when we 


are gone down to the bars of the pit, and 
rett together in the duſt, and- our very 
Dogs, Horlcs live, when we are dead, and 
become meat tor worms. 

This heart-afteQing meditation, had a 
very great influence on a great Perſiz 
King, who taking a view of his huge vali 
Army, wept, to think that withmn a hun- 
dred years, not one man of them would 
be left alive. Sinners, you are to look be- 
yond the grave , becauſe after death, the 
judgerr.ent, Hcb. 9.27. O then tremble to 
confider, that you are all this day ſtanding” 
before the door of Eternity, either on the 
brink of life, or the brink of death, upon 
the borders of Heaven, or the mouth. of 
Hell, and ſhall e're long be made to. ſee 
what is on the other fide of the wall; 
as ſoon as death hath ſhut your eyes, you 
ſhall fee and know what you thall be for 
ever. If you are now unconverted, and 
without God in the World, you are al- - 
moſt come: within the fight of the burn- 
ing Lake of Fire and- Brimſtone 3 but it 
Samts, you are almoſi within the _ 
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F of the New Feruſalem; it ungodly fin- 


ners, you are almoſt within the dreadful 
noiſe of the milſtones of wrath, and the 
ratlings of the fiery chains of the Priſon- 
ers of Hell, the dolorous out-cnes ,. and 
hideous roarings of the ſpirits in Priſon, 
crying out one and all, O what ax evil, and 
an infſnite evil, and bitter, bitter thing is ſin, 
which we rould net coufider or believe, till we 
come to this diſmal place of torments. There 
you may hcar the curſed, rormented Un- 
believer crying out upon his God-provo- 
king, Chriſt-rejeQing, and ſoul-murdering 
fin of Inhdehty, ſaying in the anguiſh ot 
his ſoul, If I bad accepted if the remedy, 
T had not been in this doleful miſery, the Lord 
of Glory was at the door, I beard bim knock, 
a long time, but would not let bim in, tbere- 


fore is Hells mouth ſput upon me for ever, 
- There the Swearers, Liars, Blaſphemers, 


that did tearand rend the facred nawe of 
their Creator, and {wear by the blood and 
wounds of their offered Redeemer, are 
heard with their hot and ſcorched tongues 
to bewail, that ever they ſhould take the 
name of the infinitely holy God in vain. 
Fhere the hypocritical and falle-hearted 
Proteflors, the framers un $zox cry out, and 
with that either they had made no ſkew of 


love to Chriſt and Holineſs at all, or -_ 
they 


( reg ) ; 
they had lov'd him in fincerity, and above 
all, that fo ghey might have elcaped ever- 
lafting burnings. 

There the impudent, ranting, ſwinith 
Drunkard, that pleas'd his eye and palate 
with his pleaſant cups, ſparkling wine, and 
curſed companions, 1s heard to wiſh in the 
agony of his foul, O that I bad been ſober, 
temperate , abſtemiaes, that ſo I might wot 
have taſted of the wine of tbe wrath of God, 
which is red, and full of mixture, tbe dregs 
whereof I muſt be made to drink for ever,Plal. 
75. $. Iſa..5. 22. 

There the filthy, unclean Adulterers,and 
Adulterefles, that: burn'd in theip. belliſh 
luſts, which they were reſolved to -fatisfie, 
are heard to wiſh, O that we bad Leen ſober, 
modeſt, chaſte, and-that. our wanton, luftful 
eyes bad been ſtark blind, and never known or 


* ſeente face of man or woman, that we might 


wot bave ſuffered the vengeance of eternal fire, 


C Fo 

There the notoriouſly, vile, abominable - 
Atheiſts, that mockt and fcofft at the be- 
lief ot a Deity and judgement- to come, 
and that faid in the pride and ftoutneſs of 
therr hearts, Jet himake ſpeed, and haſten 
his. work., that we may. fee it 3 for we. 
have made a Covenant with death, and 
with hell ace we at agreement,may be heard 
to 
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fo roar-and cry. O that we bad, heard, be- 
licced, and feared what was feretold by Mi- 
niliers concerning this dark, and- dreadf:el 
face before it was too late. 

There the worldl'ng and wretched 
Earch-worrn, that made Earth his Heaven, 
Gold his God, and chicteſt good, is heard 
to fay in the griet of his heart, O that 7 
had never ſeez either gold or ſilver all my 
daies. ſo that T might have had a better poy- 
tin, or that T hai rits Lazarus beg'd my 
bread, ſo that I might not have come into this 
Pace of tormeiits 

There the timerous, feartul, cowardly 
Apoftate and beckilider in heart, who tor 
fear of a little outward hardthip, declin'd 
his proteſſed principles, and turn'd his back 
on Chritt, and his' perſecuted little flock 
may be heard to with, that either he had 
never known the way. c& Righteoulnels, 
or that he had been faithfu] unto the death. 

Secere, and ſadly deluded fouls, conkdyr 
you are not far frotn this'diretul gult, where 
multitudes of ſouls lament and: weep day 
and night; and certainly; -it' the horrible 
and ainazing' cries and- yellings vt ithote 
infernal 'fpirits,- were founding vn Tolur 
ears, you would not ref quiet. 18 yours beds 
or houſes. - 6 E. 

There were fad and aftoruſhing out- 
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cries when the World wat drown'd, when 
Sodom was burn'd, to (ze the clowds ſud- 
denly drop fre on their heads and houſes, 
and men, women, and children, burning 
together : but this was but a flea-bite, to 
that place, where is weeping and gnathing 
of teeth to all Eternity. Remember all 
you that forget God, the day of your cala- 
mity 1s at hand, and the things that ſhall 
come upon you make haſte, Deut. 32. 35» 

But it you are the Servants of the Lord, 
and real Saints, Mourners in Stor, lift up 
your heads and hearts, for you belong to 
another place, and better Countrey, riz. To 
Monnt Sion, and n1to the City of the Living 
God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an in- 
nemcrable company of Angels, to the gene- 
ral Aſſembly , and Church of the firft-born, 
which are written in Heaven, and to God the 


Fad ge of all, and to the ſpirits of Juit men. 


made perfect. And to ]clus the Mediatonr of 
the New Covenant, and to the blood of (prink- 
ling, that ſpeaketh- better things than that of 
Abel, Heb. 12.22, 23, 24. And know, that 
you are almoſt come within the hearing 
of thoſe heavenly ſongs, eternal cxinmphs 
and Hallelujans of Saints afid-glorious 
Angels in - your Fathers'houfe,! Where yowur 
will have fulneſs of foy and plealnre fer 
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7. Conſider, How ſudden, violent, or un- 
expetted your end may be. Theretore let 
ncne think or ſay they tha!l dye 1n their 
neaſt, or promile your ſelves a time of 
preparation oy al ong lite, or a lingring 
fickneſs, contumption, or ſuch like : Fear- 
lels, careleſs ſinners! you don't know 
what a night, or what an hour may bring 
forth ; the rich man in the Golpel, while 
he dream'd of inany daics, was arreſted 
by a killing and dreadful meſſage 3 T hore 
fool, this night thy ſoul ſhall be required of 
#bee, Lacke 12. 20. He lives not that know- 
eth, where, when, or how he ſhall dye; 
ſome have gone to bed well, and died the 
lame night; others have drop'd dead 
from their Horſes, ſome have died at their 
Tables, whilſt the meat hath been in their 
mouths; others have died in thei full 
ſirength, being wholly at caſe and quier, 
with brealis full of milk, and bones moitt- 
ned with marrow 3 others dye in the bit- 
terneſs of their ſoul, and never cat with 
picalure, They ſhall lye down abke in 
the duft, and the worms ſhall cover them, 
when they are brought to the grave, and 
remain in the Torab. Sirs, there are ma- 
By dreadful inſtances in the Word of God, 
of the fad and ſudden approach of this 
: > mer= 
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mercileſs meſſenger, dcath, which ſtand as 
fo many Sca-marks to give you warning, 
left death ſhould come in an hour you look 
not for it ; and find you unprepared. The 
King of the Chealdcavs in his greateſt jol- 
lity, and having not a thought of death, 
faw a hand-writing on the wall which 
was very terrible, and the ſame night was * 
flain, While be was feaſting, and drinking 
wine, and proifing the Gods of Gold and Sik 
ter : In the ſame bony came forth fingers of 
a mans band, and wrote ovcr againſt the Can- 
dle-ftick wpon the Plaifter of the Wall of the 
Kings Palace; and the King ſaw the part 
of the hand that wrote : Then the Kings 
countenance was changed, and bis thoughts 
troubled, ſo 'that 3be joynts of bis loyns 
were looſed, and his knees ſmoze one againſt ano- 
ther, Dan. 5. 3, 4, 5, 6. and 30. Death is 
the King of Terrors, and Terror of Kings. 
Good Hezekiah received a ſudden fum- 
mons for death, Iſa. 38. 1. which made 
him turn his face to the wall, pray, and 
weep ſore, and to chatter like a Crane, and 
mourn like a Dove, in the bitterneſs of 
his ſoul, becauſe he was to go to the gatcs 
of the grave, and to the pit, where there 
5 no hope. The firſt born m Egypt were 
ſlain at midnight , which made a great 
cry , Exod. 12. 29. 30, Korgh and his 
| wicked 
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wicked company were ſwallowed up in the 
midit ot tiactr Rebellion, Numb. 16. 30. 
31. They wert dons qrick!y inzo the pit, ard 
#ll liracl fied 1 he cry of them. 

There died {tduvn'y of the men of Berh- 


ſbemch fifty thouſand and t':r2efcore and 


ten, bec2 fe they looked 1a. > the Ark, 1 
Sam. 6.19. And God many tines taxeth 
away the dci're of our eyes with a {troke, 
as he did Ez biel's Wite , Ezek. 24. 16, 
Fob's Children lied ac their banquet, 1f-- 
bahertb was {mitten, and died in his ſleep, 
Anaxias 2nd Sapbira being, Ausband and 
Wite, died within three or. tour hours one 
of the other, with a lye in their mouths, 
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times ſhoots an Arrow ſuddenly at wicke 


-men, who dye in the a of fin, Pſal. 64. 


7. When they are about to fill their bel- 


Ties, the -Lord doth caſt the fury of his 


wrath upon them, as he did npon the cho- 


;{ca men of rat, Plat. 78. 30, 3i. Many 


times, God to. execute his fierce wrath, 
ſends out his deſtroying, Angel, who will 
make dreadful work in a little time; for 
in one might in the Camp of the Aſſri- 
ers, the Angel of. the Lord fmer2 a hun- 
dred and” fourſcore and” five thouſand, 


that in the morning were all dead Corpfes, 
Tſa 37+ 38. How fhort and uncertain is 
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our lite, ſubje& every moment to the firoke 
ot death, and which the leaſt crumb or 
ftlye may put an end unto, as it hath to 
manv, And as our end may be fudden, 
ſo alſo it may be violzentz a mortal dif- 
caſe may invade both heart and head, and 
poor dying crcatures many times are fo 


diltrefſed , and diftracted, that they can- © * 


not think of any thing but their tormen- 
ting pain, being uncapable to lay any thing 
to God or Men about their fou's ! O how 
ſtupid and unſentib!e do many fouls make 
their paſſage into the other World ! like 
Nabal, or like a man in a Lethargy ; or 
as ſo many liocks or ſtones, and not awak< 


*till they awake in the flatres of Hel. The 


rich man dyed, and in Hell he litt up his 
eycs 3 his hiſt and fccond death was very 
unexpedted. All you obdurate finners ! 
ſtand here and wonder at the matchleſs 
mercy , and infinite patience of the great 
God, in delaying the King of Terror ſo 
long; God hath rot dealt fo kindly with 
thoutands of tinners that are gone before 
unto judgement, and who went down to 
the pit in a moment,witencſs the late dread- 
tul Plague, by the means of which a hun- 
dred thouſand fouls were ſent into Eter- 
nity. 'O let not Londex nor England tor- ' 
cet tat, and other tremendous judgements 
which 
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which our ſins have call for, leſt a worſe 
than any yet thould come upon us. The 
forgetting of our latter end is a deadly 
and provoking fin, and that which will 


> haſten judgement. ' Her filehyneſs is i ber 
Skirts, ſhe remembred not her laſt end ; there- 
' fore ſhe came down wonderfully, fhe had 10 


| comforter, Lame 1. 9, 


et a _—_—_—_—_———_—_— 


$. Conſider, That when death cometh to 


| ſtrike the ſtroke, your ſouls are ſtated, your 


Eternity is caſt without change for ever : 
Then your immortal ſouls are tor ſalvation 
or damnation 3 for eternal life, or eternal 
death, for an eternal Heaven, or eternal 
Hell. You fadly befottced fouls! know 
and remember, while you have a day, be- 
fore the golden threed of lite be cut, that 
it you be found without Chriſt, Faith, Re- 
pentance, Holyneſs, but a moment after 
death, you are undone to Eternity. Afﬀter 


death all means and hopes fail, there is 


no work or device in the grave, Eecleſ- 
9. God lll be then irreconcilable, fin un- 
pardonable, Heaven not attainable, and 
your fouls loſt irrecoverably. And then 


- . the Devil your bloody adverfary will have 
his defign upon you he knoweth, that if 


Yau be his' in life and death, that you are 
= his 


I 
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his for ever, and that he and you ſhall ne- 
ver part. Sinners, this is certain, as the 
tree falleth, fo it lyeth as is the feed, fo 
will be the harveſt: if you do the De- 
vils work, you muli have the Devils wa- 
pes it you march under the command 
and condu& of the Prince ot Darkneſs, 
and ſufter him to Icad and hurry you 'hi- 
ther and thither at his will whilſt you live, 
you will be his Priſoners and flaves in that 
dreadful dungeon of diſmal darkneſs attcr 
you are dead. 

Conſider, the Land of darkneſs 1s no 
place for ſervice, there's no repecnting in 
the Grave, no Lord have Mercy on us 
written upon Hell-Gates, no Sabbaths,.no 
Sermons, no Minitters there, *Tis in the 
time of lite that you are to labour, and 
make preparation for Life Eternal ; be- 
caule according, to your work and choice 
in this World, will be your everlaſting - 
Lot in the World that is to come. It is 
appointed for you once to dye, and after 
death, Heb, 9.27. The pale horſe: death 
goeth betore, and hell followeth after; Rev. 
6.8. there will be no change of your con- 
dition, the ctcrnal ruine, or eternal welfare 
of your precious fouls depend on' theſe 
few - minutes , this ſwift {iream of mans 
ite, after it once turneth or declineth, ever 
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runneth with a_ perpetual cbb, never flow- 
eth ag2in:; fo that all that you leave un- 
done now, will be uneone tor cver. It you 
dye unbelievers, you will be unbelievers 
tor ever 3 it you dye under the guilt and 
power of fin and wrath of God, you will 
rem-1n under the guilt of fin, and wrath 
0: God tor ever : but it you dye holy, 
humble, mortihcd, tincere fou!s. you will 
remain holy, heavenly, and in. the tavoar 
ot Got tor ever, Rev. 21. He that is filthy, 
will be- filthy (till, and bc that is boly, will 
be bly till ; but the impenitent unp :r- 
doned fianer, though he live a hundred oc 
a'thouſand years in fatisfying his luſts, will 
be accurſt at laſt. Poor ſinners ! that read 
this little Treatiſe, let me beg you to wp 
and be doing while it is day; the night 
will come wherein you, nor no man can 
work, Feb. 9. 4. then to your work with 
might and main,while your cand& 1s burn- 
1ng, your Sun ſhining : Will you yet loyter, 
and ſce your glaſs running, your Sun {ct- 
ting, your ſelves dying, and your ſouls 
periſhing? O ſeek the Lord while he may be 
fornd, Ia. 55. 6. in an acceptable rime, 
2 Cor. 6.2. before the day pals as the chaft, 
before the Decree bring forth, before the 
evil day cometh, betore they that look 
out of the windows be dark, and the 
| keepers 
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kecpers of the houſe begin to tremble, be- 
tore the doors be thut in the ltreets, and 
the tilver cord be looſcd, or the Pitcher 
be broken at the Fountain, betore you are 
gone to your long home , and the ſpirit 
return'd to God that gave it, 

Conſider with your ſclves, are you fit 
to grapple with this, mighty Monarch 
Death, are you fraughted tor this long 
Voyage, and ready and willing to pats 
through this dark Entry; take hecd, and 
fear, lett you be tound unfit 5 think upon 
the ſadly deluded Virgins, that had their 
Oyl to buy when their Lamps thould burn, 
and ſo came to the door, but found it 
ſhut : think on poor Eſaz, that was hunt- 
ing tor Ven:fon , while he. loſt the blef- 
ling. 

Poor perithing fouls! what do you in- 
tend to do? it you will work, it mult 
be now or never, are you reſolved to (eek 
and ſecure the Kingdom ot God fhirlt, 
Mit. 6. 33. whil't it 5 called to day? or 
will you beltow nothing but the dregs and 
{nuffs of rotten old age upon God-and 
your immortal ſouls? O tht you might 
know 1n this your day the things which bc- 
long to your peace, before they be hid trem 
your eyes ! | 
F 9, Lalt- 
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9, Laſily, Coaſider, That z#t is the moft 
dreadful and amazing fight on this fide Hell, 
0 ſee @ Chriftleſs Unbeliever breathing ons 
his laſt: There are other fad fights, iz. 
to fee a man ſtarving for want of bread, 
or dying tor want of a Phylician, or 
drowning, tor want of a Boat; or to fee 
a man dead,a corps, a body without a fou'z 
but ah ! how fad and aſtoniſhing a ſpecta- 
cle is 'it, to f:ze a man near the coaſts of 
Eternity, iz. to behold a wretched finner 
in his cold iweats and dying groans, with 
his precious unmortal ſoul Randing on 
his pale, cold, quivering lips, and death 
the great Conqueror , and Ring of Ter- 
'rors marching turiouſly with his Writ of | 
remove in one hand ( not to be reverſt ) 
and his deadly dart and fiing in the other 
hand; Conſcience on the wrack barking, 
biting, and tearing him like a Lion: the 
Devil, Gods Executioner looking on, and 
ſtanding by 3 the heart under dejecting 
and ſinking deſpair, the eyes dim and fix- 
ed, his heart-ſirings ready to break with 
anguiſhz his Wite, Children, Friends at 
the bed-fide weeping, fighing , crying, 
wringing their hands, beating their breaſts; 
the Wite crying out alas my Husband ! 
the Chald crying out alas my Father ! The 
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poor periſhing ſoul all this while look- 
ing backward upon his mii-ſpent time; 
and by-paſt fins, inward upon his own 
heart, a dreadful fight ! where he ſ{zcth no 
Chriſt, no Graces, no purity, nothing but 
fin, guilt, death, darkneſs: Then looking 
upward to that God that has been pro- 
vok'd, to that Chrilt that hath bcen re- 
jected, to that Heavcn 2nd Eternity that 
he hath loſt; and looking downward to 
that dark and dreadful pit that muſt be his 
place and portion (with a fcartul looking 
tor of judgement) fceing the Devils come 
and ready to ſeize upon him. O what a 
dreadtul out-cry and ſhrick will the foul 
make when ic departs, perceiving it ſelf 
ftinking down, down to the burning Lake, 
and bottomleſs Pit, where he muſt take up 
his lodging with devouring fre to all E- 
rernity ! | 
The panys of death. the worlds loſs. an- 

£wſh of Conſcience, and trights oi Hell 
meeting together, will make a man per- 
tectly miſerable, and force him to cry out 
with curled Cain, Gen. 4. 13. My pu::iſh- 
ment is greater than I can bear, or to fay 
( with the ſadly aflit:d Church ) behold 
#0 ſorraw like unto my ſorrow... And uf the 
dreadtul refleFion of a guilty accufing 
Conſcience be ſo tormenting, here., what 
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will the whole flame and-Sea of wiath be, 
when poured out to the very utmoti ? 
Senſ(elets 1inners ! Contider, this may be 
your doleiul calz when you come to dye, 
2iz. to have much ſorrow and wrath with 
your lickneis, Eccl. 5.17. For there is no 
Peace 20 the wicked ſaith my God: not one 
word in all the Bible, but ſpeaks _— 
in Litc and death, though the tinner live 
a hundred years, he ſhall be accurkt 3 bs 
dieth under all the curics written in Gods 
Book) yea, under that moſt dreadtul Gof- 
pel-curſe, 1 Cor. 16, 22, The ——_— 
of which will cauſe ſuch ditiraQtion ot 
ſpirit, and fad reflections of guilt, which 
will make them curle their God and their 
Kingilooking down to the pit roaring out, 
Who among #s ſhall dwell with de omring fir e? 
_ among us ſhall dwell with everlaſting bur- 
gs? Theretore be wiſe to cotider this, 
us ye that torget God.left he tear you 2 pie» 
cer, and there be none ta del liver, Plal. 50 22. 
And as it is dreadful and amazing, to lee 
the unbeliever dying,fo on the coytr. ry, tis 
comfortable and reviving to {ce the godly 
' . man dying, becauſc.his ultimum is his opti- 
"mim, his latt is his beſt, the day of his death 
#s better tban the day of bis birt, Eccl. 7.1. 
his end is peace, Pl. 37- 37 
God at peace,Conicience at peace,and all 
- at peace3 O bleſled ſight, to ſee the _ 
In 
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born panting ſoul ger: i out of the World 
upon the wings of joy, "calinneſs, and (orc- 
nity of ſpirit,with £.111 fail for Heavenzlong- 
ing and crying, oat, make no tarrying O my 
God. hifte my b. loved, hattez {' come 
Lord ]cſas; I delire to depart. ard to be 
wich Chritt, whicit 1s beſt of all, Phil.1.23. 
You have heard what are the great 
things to be conſidered, namely, that an 
end will certainly be,this Wortd 15 no place 
of continuance 3 they that now fee yorr, 
ere long will lee you no more for ever : 
You have heard that your preſent things 
will perith, that {ia ſo full of deadly poy- 
ſon, will leave a ſting, a dart that will ſtrike 
chrough your Liver, and that the caſe of 
the wicked will be dolctul,dreadtul,yea, de- 
ſperate, when they come to dyez for when 
death comes.,yoar ſoa's then will be ſtated fo 
as there can be noalteration to all eternity. 
The next thing is, to {peak to the rea- 
ſons why it is a Uuty and matter of ſach 
moment to conlider, are theſe following. 


\ Reaſ. 1. Is taken trom God, Beeanfe the 
only wiſe, gracious. m'ft indu'gent, and ſout- 
compaſſi mating God wiſhcth it , and that 
maſt. vehemently: O that they were wiſe ! 
that they underſtood this, that they would 
conſider their latter end : Sirs, in this pa- 


thetical Option, or defire, there 1s the very 
F-4 ten- 
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tender bowels of God; this 1s the very 
language of his heart, and it is, as if he 
had ( after the manner of men ) ſpoken 
thus to his faithtul ſervant Miſes. 1 have 
but one with or requelt, and all 1s compre- 
hended in this one. viz. that thou ſhould i 
co and te!l them trom re, that thcy mutt 
b= wiſe to conlider this, to remember the 
daics of cl, and the years of nrany Ge- 
ncrations, what I have done for them in 
chuſing them above all the Nations of the 


World to be my treaſure, portion, and 


peculiar pecple ; and becauſe I love them 
I have dclivered them, wrought wonders 
for them in Egyts, the Red-Sea, and in the 
Wilderncfs; and have kept them as ten- 
derly as the apple of mine eye, carrying 
tae upon Eagles-wings » but yet let them 
know, that th.y have forgotten me, pro- 
voked me, and that their cnd is like to be 
miſeyable; tor a hre is kindled 10 mine 
anger , and unlets they do ſpecdily con- 
ſider it, will burn to the lowett Hell, 
Now you fouls in peril, which is beſt ? 
to thwart , crols, and grieve your well- 


wiſhing, deareſt, beſi, and only Friend 3 or 


to pleate and gratihe your protetſed, dead- 
ly, imp lacable cncmy ? Your adverſary 
tte Devil can't endure that you ſhould 
tank of death; or 'dying 3 for if Satza 
that 
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that old Serpent would permit, and ſufkr 
you to look into Hell, he could neither 
drag nor draw you thither at his pleaſure. 
and will yot go on in the waics of fin 
and death ? or beth your ſelves whoſe 
you are, what you have done, whither you 
are going, and what is like to become of 


you when your breath is gone, what pro- 


vition you have made for the other World, 
that ſo the great buſineſs between God and 
your ſouls-may be made up. 

Sinners ! it the intinicely holy, juſt, and . 
righteous God, did defire or defign your 
ruine and deſtruction, he would not have 
excited you to this ſolemn and ſerious con= 
fideration of the end of Sin, Death, and 


Eternity, unrill it . were too late, and you 
. left without remedy 3 ſo tht what 1s here 


intended, hath a tendency to make you 
happy, it it be regarded. O that tbey were 
wife, &C. 


7” — —— 


Reaſ. 2. Becauſe a deep. ſcriows, and beart= 
affeting conſideration of death and the grave 
will both realize it, and repreſsnt it as near, 
even at the door, and make it to ftand int opent 
view: Whereas things looked. upon at a 
diſtance, whether they be good, or whether 
they be evil, have but a little, if any influ- 
© F 4 ence: * 
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erce: Now a fixed and hHdrty conſidera- 
t'on, will give as it were a bcing to tuture 
things, and bring them ncar, ſo that you 
may really converſe with thoſe things. 

A truly God!y man that hath a view of 
unſecn things by divine contemplation 
” here, upon the wings of Faich and Hope, 
>. he may aſcend up 1nto Heaven, and walk a 

turn in the golden firects of the New Fe- 
raſalcm, as the Prophet Ezekiel was in the 
Viſtons of God at Ferafalem in his mind, 
when his body was by the River Chebar a- 
mong the Captives in the Land of the 
Chaldeans (o likewiſe thoſe fadly woun- 
ded Spirits, who through fear of death, 
are all their Lite-time ſubject to bondage, 
being exerci>'d with ſoul-conflis, and un- 
der powertu! cutting and killing convicti- 
ons of fin and miſery, have ſuch dark and 
diimal thoughts and apprehenſions of Hell 
and the Wrath of God, which make them 
ever and anon to enter into the Chambers 
of Death, and vilit the prifoners of the p 


Pit, and look upon that black Gult and 
Fiery Furnace to be fo near, that they axe 
on the brink ot it falling down continu- 
ally. This hath been the caſe of many 
-of Gods precious oncs, who are now 1n 
He=v.n above all theſe fears and frights 
that were once more bitter than _—_ 
| An 
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And O how many travelling with thele -» 
Pangs and Agonies of ſoul, are ready to . 


cry out with holy Fob, chap. 6. 4. The Ar- 
rows of the Almighty are within me, the 
poyſon whereef drinketh up my Spirit, the 
terrors of God do ſct themſelves in array «= 
gainſt me: Such 1s the nature 'of medita- 


tion, or conſideration , that it will cauſe. 
tuture and remote things to have a real, - 
powerful, and deep impreiſion on our . 


minds. As for inſtance, 


A Merchant in Indi, by his meditation, . 


or contemplation , may converſe with his 
Afﬀairs. his Wite, Children, and Friends in 


Ergland; or a Merchant that's walking . 
on the Exchange in Lond» may have his . 


mind, and thoughts in Spaiz, or 1taly, or 


cliewherez a MalefaGtor catt into Priſon . 
tor ſome notorious Crime, may long betore . 
the Attizes, converſe with al the fad cir- - 
camſtanges of his trial, he mav (1 bis. 
thoughts ) ſee himfe]t brought to the Bar, . 
ſtanding before a terrible Judge to hear. 
his Indictment read, the Charge prov'd;.. 
his doom and ſentence pronounc'd, aud ſee . 
(as it were) himſelf at the place of his Ex- - 


ecution, with the Rope about his neck; 


which muſt immediately hang him: And } - 
if you would ia good earneſt {et your r 


{elves to contider your latter end, you may ; :' 
reallyy 
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Teaily and heart-affetingly converſe with 
Old-Age, Weaknefs, Sickrcl(s, your Death- 
bed, ſhort-Breathing , cold-Sweats, dying 
Pangs and Groans, Winding-ſhcet, Cofhn, 
and fee your ſelves ( as it were ) ftretch*d 
out, nail'd up, and on the ſhoulders ot mcn 
carrying to the Grave, where Worms and 
filthy Vermuine muſt feed upon you. 

The Servants of God and Saints of o!d 
have done this with great ſucccl(s,and foul- 
advantage, and fo ſhould you. They 
have reckoned or counted their Lives by 
Daies, becauſe they were every day liable 
to Death, and expected it daily. Teach 
xs to number our daies, laid Moſes,P(. 90.12. 
Few and evil bave the daics of my life been, 
{aid Old Facob. For man that is bory of 2 
woman, is of few daies, Job 1. 1, 5. All 
#be time of which ({aid Fob) will I wait till 
wy change come, Job, 14. 14. For I know 
tbet theu wilt bring me t0 death, and to the 
boxſe (a dark houſe) appointed for all living. 
And Chapter 17. 1. he ſaid, my breath is 
corrupt, my daies are extind, the Graves are 
ready for me 3 wherever he went or came, 
he was looking for a Grave. Again, by 
conſideration we may not only look to 
the Grave, bug beyond it, to the great 
tranſaQions, and aftoniſhing things that 
ſhall be after death. We may Ay” 
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with the Worlds burning, Chrifts coming, 
the Trumpets ſeunding, the Graves open- 
ing, the Dead's riling, the Wicked's roar- 
12g, who ( as jolly as they are ) ſhall then 
F cry to dead and deat Mountains and Rocks _ ! 
y ro fall on them, to hide them from the 
3 dreadtul tace of the now lighted Son of 
. God; tor in that great day of his fierce 
4 |. nl terrible wrath. they will not beable to 
i ttand, Rev. 6. 16, 17. 
: By this realizing belicving conſiderati- 
on, we may ſee the Judge ftanding behind 
/ the door 3 and the Son of God (as it were) 
, ready to break forth of the Clouds with 
power ond great glory, as Hierom did, who 
{aid, whether I eat or drink, I hear this 
; voice in my ears, Ariſe ye dead, and come. 
} 22 judgement : Now 1t a right contidera- 
; tion ot - the great things to come be ſo pe- 
p 
; 


netrating,, and heart-awaking , let death. 
which alwaies doggeth you at your heels 
be often upon your thoughts, your heads: 
# and hearts too ſhould be much upon it 3 
every night you lye down,and every morn- 
ing you ariſe, let there be ſome ſerious and _ 
awful thoughts of Death and Eternity... 
That which many have engraven on their. 


| f Rings, viz. Remember #0 dye, let it be by 


the pen of a Diamond written on your - | 


hearts. It's Gioried.of Philip of Macedon: 
that: 
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that he laid a charge-upon one of his Ser- 
vants to come every morning into his 
Chamber, and Proclaim this, that he was 
mortal 3. and if a Heathen were ſo care- 
ful of keeping the memory of his mor- 
tality, much more ſhould a Chriſtian :;. we 
{ſhould alwaics remember the daies of dark- © 


nels, and keep life and death, heaven and 
hell before us, there being but a ſtep be- 


'.- tween us and death. The negle& and 


want of this, was TIſraels ſin, and Ferwſa- 
lems too, She did not.remember ber laſt end, 
therefore ſhe came down wonderfully , Lam.. 
I. 9. and- this, God who would have us 
remember, 2nd conſider, doth ſadly com- 
plain of by the Prophet, Iſa. 1. 3. calling 
Heaven and: Earth to witneſs tor him. 
Hear. O Heavens, and give ear. O Earth, the 
Ox knoweth bis owner, and the Aſs bis Ma- 
filers Crib, bu Ifrael doth not th my peeple 
doth tot confiders ; 


—CC——— me 
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Real. 3. 4 ſerious conſideration of © your- 
latter end (through grace ).will prove an ab- 
Solnte and ſovereign Antidote to expel. bn 
Feateſt evil, ( yea, & means to efc nut an infi 
_ loſs )- viz. fin, and the. dreadful effeits 


and conſequences of it. 
| | What 
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What is the cauſe of that inundation: 
and fea of wickedneſs, and-moit prodigi- * 
ous fins that are now 1n the World, and - 
1n this Natien, in every City, Town, and 
Place, and in moſt Families, among all 
ranks and degrees of men,viz. Magiſtrates, 
Miniſters, Pcople, Parents, Children, Ma- 
lters, Servants, but this, their not duly aud 
deeply conſidering their. latter end? this 
we find laid down Hh the word of God to - 
- be one main ground of all ſin, and of the 
neglect of all dutics. p 

You careleſs ſouls ! Did you believe and 
remember that you muſt dys, and come to 
judgement, that your naked fouls, and na- 
ked fins, muſt ſhortly ſtand b<fore the moſt 
tremendous, dircful Judge of quick-and. 
dead, the refleQion hereot would be as a 
knite at your throats, as. a ſword at your 
breaft, or as a hand-writing, on the wall, 
to retard and hinder your conſtant and 
deſperate courſe of wickedneſs. 

O what horrid, helliſh out-rages are now 
committed , and that deliberately, impu- 
dently, obſiinately, even againſt the light 
of Nature, Conſcience, Scripture! What 
Curſing, Lying, Swearing, Blaſpheming, 
Sabbath-breaking,, Cheating, Couzening,' 
Stealing / What wantonneſs, Filthy- 


neſs, Uncleanneſs , ſwiniſh -Drunkennels, 
Covetoul- 
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Covctouſneſs, Earthly-mindedneſs ! What 
Mocking, Scofting, Wrath, Envy, Malice, 
Pride, Pathon, and Spiritual Wickedneſs 
too, as Unbelief, Atheiſm, Impenitency, 
Hypocrihe, Apoltacy, Hatred of God, his 
| People, Miniſters, waics and Ordinances 
every where aboundeth / Men declare their 
fin like Sodom, and are not aſhamed of the 
unfruittul works of darkneſs, and why ? 
but becauſe they do not ſet their minds 
and hearts upon their latter end. 

Poor dying tinners! Let me (ont of 
tender compathon to your bleeding, and 
almoſt ſinking fouls ) intr.at you as for 
the Lords ſake, to go down to the grave, 
togo down-to Hcll in your thoughts, and 
ſtop here, and think of the King of Ter- 
rors, the worm of Conſcience, the approach 
of Devils, the burning Lake, the bottom- 
lefs Pit, the loſs of God, of Chriſt, of Hea- 
ven, and your prec:ous ſouls; remember 
thoſe fiery ſcorching , cudlcſs Rames, the 

refence and company of Devils, Repro- 
babes, and damned Spirits and your {fweet 
morſels will be gall and wormwood to 
yu Thete amazing things being truly 
efleted on, will be as Lightning m your 
eyes, as Thunder in yourears, as Thorng 
Darts, and Swords in your fleſh, as Poy- 
fon in your bowels, as Fire in your bones, 
tO 
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to compcll and force you ſpeedily to curb ? 
and chcck the reins of your helliſh Jufts, 3 
that ſo you might fly from wrath to * 
COMe. 
Did you but view that dark and cold ' 
grave,and hot hell that 15 ſo nezr,you would + 
rather ſtarve or dye, than run to that ex- * 
cs of riot; you could not fleep, and = 
ſnort , dance, and ſport upon the pits 
brink under ſuch a confideration. | 
But forget all this, banith the thoughts ? 
of God; Death, and Hell, and you will 
run and ruſh into fin, as the horſe into the 
Battel, Like 12. 45. crying, peace, peace; 4 
till danger, death, and deſtrudtion cometh, 
I Tbef. 5. 3. | 
This was that mighty fin that ripened 
Feruſalem for ruine, and brought her down 
wondertully.. Her filtbyzeſs is in her Skirts, | 
fhe remembreth not her laſt end. The Lord 
o—_ by the Prophet Iſaiuh of the 
the fame thing, Iſrael dath not know, my 
People doth not confider : But what follows, ' 
A ſinful Nation, a people laden with iniquity, 
8 ſeed of evil doers ; they have forſaken the 
Lord , they bave provoked the bely One of 
Ifracl; Compare Lam. 1. 9. Iſe. 1. 3,4. * 
But he that doth that which is lawful 
and right, fhall fave his foul alive; 
Who is that? He that confidereth , and 


furn« 


<Y 
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turneth away from all his tranſgreſſions 
that he hath committed, he fhall tave his 
foul, whoſoever doth periſh, that man | 
{hall never periſh, Ezck. 18. 14, 25. 
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*Reaſ. 4. The conſideration of your latter 
= end, will be x powerful incentive to make you 
F exert, and put forth the greateſt induftry in a 
way of duty; Yea , it will certainly have 
an 1iafluence upon alFour duties, and upon 
all our graces z for conſidering and doin 

are frequently joyn'd together, Pſal, 41. 1. 
Prov. 31. 16. She confidereth a field, and 
buyeth it : 1 thought on my waies, or conſider- 
| £4 my waies, and turned my feet unts thy Te- 
| ftimonics, Pial, 119. 59. Lam. 3.40. Hcb, 
10. This, if any thing, will make you 1e- 
r10us, diligent, and conſtant in any duty, 
and to work while it is day, betore the 
night cometh wherein no man can work. 
— The Apalile exhorts, to co:(ider one a9- 
tber, to provoke to love and good wirks 5 ard 
fo much the more as ye ſee the dy approach- 
+ zng, Heb. 10424, 25. The remunbrance of 
- the day of our Death, and of our palling, 
| into Eternity, with a deep impreſljon of 
| 1t upon the heart, will be as a voice of 
| thunder, ſpeaking to the ſecure ſenſlcfs fin- 
- ner, Awake, awake thou that fleepeſt, open 
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thine eyes, ſtand upon thy feet, and behold 
and (ce what a Sea of blood and wrath is 
here. See and believe, believe and con- 
fidcr, cenſider and fear, far and flye, and 
make haite in thy work: Thy work 3s 
great and weighty, diverſions are many, 
2dveiſaries are ttrong.thy ſtrength is ſmall, . 
thy time is ſhort, thy account 1s great, 
Death and Judgement arz2 at the door, 
therefore up and be doing, now or never. 

You flow and flothful fouls! Let your 
apparent and inevitable danger ſuddenly 
proces and ſpur you unto your duty, to 
cek the Lord in a time accepted, before 
the door of Lite be ſhut, God withdrawn, 
and Mercy quite gone. 

The profaneft Sea-man will figh,mourn, 
pray, promiſe, vow, if death and danger 
looks him 1n the face 3 when the Ship was 
like to be broken, and death threatned im- 
mediately to ſurprize them, the Marmers 
were ſore atraid, and cryed every. one to? 
his God. And this the very light of Na- _ 
ture dictated to the ſhip-maſter ( thoagh 
a Heathen ) that then it was no feaſon 
to ſkep ; What meaneſt thou O fleeper, 
ariſe, and call upon thy God 3 it- fo. be 
that God will think upon us that we periſh 
not, Ferzh 1.6, and the moſt notorious 


Thieves and Murderers . will pray in Pri- 
ſon, 
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fon, or when they come to the Gallows, 
the place of Exccution. 

When the moſt Righteous Judge ſent 
his deſtroying Angels to the City of Loy- 
don, and other places in the year 65 for the 
dreadful fear of which many tkoufands 
did flye, and many thouſands did fall, viz. 
the Carkaſes of men like dung upon the 
ground, and as handtuls after the harveſt- 
man. When dcath did knock at a thou- 
fand doors in one night, O what confeiling 
of {in, faſtings, cryings, and importunate 
knocking was there at the throne of Grace, 
(and.it may be by many perſons and fami- 
lies, that prayed but little before or ſince.) 
Fhat God would pitty, pardon, and xe- 
move that amazing, ſweeping Judgement, 
which is now almoſt forgotten, Upon an 
awakening apprehenſion of Ninmehbs fatal 
ruine, the King and his Nobles decreed and 


as, Proclaimed a Fatt, and injoyned every one 


to cry mightily to God, Fonab. 3. 7: 

Sinners, were you but truly ſenfible of 
your peril, you would pray to purpoſe, 
viz. "more ardently, more inwardly, more 
deeply, more affeQionately than ever you 
have done, It wzs a ſuppoſed danger, and 
that of death,' that cauſed Jacob to weep 
aud make ſupplication 3 Fer Eſau bated Ja- 
cob, and ſaid in his heart , The daies of 
mourn” 
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mourning for my Father are at hand, then 
will I flay my Brother Jacob, Gen. 27. 42, 
and Faceb was greatly _ and diſtreſſed, 
Gen. 31. 7. Which made him fo importu- 
nate with God for deliverance, and he pre- 
valled, Gen. 31-11, Hyſ- 12. 4. Poor {in« 
ners ! your caſe is dangerous, ( I will not 
ſay deſperate) but you are ignorant of 
It you do not know that you are poor, 
muſerable, blind, and naked ; were you but 
ſenſible .that you are liable to the wrath 
of God, the ſtroke and ſting ot Death eve- 
ry. moment, &* would con'rain- you to 
cry mightily to God for pardon. Holy 
Fob, when he conſidered of Death and 
Judgement, ſet prayer to work, and faid, 
IWhby doſt thou not pardon my tranſgreſſion, 
and take away mine iniquity ; for now ſhall I 
ſleep in the duft ? O that thow wouldjt bide 
me in thegrave, that thou wonldſt keep me ſe- 
cret wntil thy wrath be paſt, that thow wonldft 
appoint me a ſet time, and remember me, Job. 

”7. 21. and 14. 13. "This alſo made thoſe 

two gracious Kings, Hezekiab and David 

to weep and pray in the bitterneſs of their 

{ou's : In thoſe daies was Herekiah ſick wr 
to deat, ard Waiah the Prophet came mnt» 
him. and ſaid, Thus ſaith the Lord, ſet thy 
buufſe in arder , for thon ſhalt dye , and at | 
live; then Hezckiah trrned bis face #» - | 
wall, - 
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tk F - wall. and wept ſire, and prayed 13 the Lord, 


Ifa. 38, 1, 2, 3- | 

David, when the ſorrows of death com- 
paſſed him, and the pains of hell got hold 
of him, then ( ſaid he) T called wpox the 
Lord, O Lord, T beſcech thee deliver my ſiml, 
Pfal. ' 16,3, 4+ Fon2hb that could ſicep in 
the ſhip, prayed in the Whalcs belly, Ot of 
the belly of Hcll T cryed:, and thuu beardit 
my voice, Jonah 2, 2. The Apoſtle Peter,and 
Chriſt, himſelf preſieth prayer from the 
conſideration of the end of the World. 
The end of all things is at band, be ye there- 
fore -ſober; and watch unto-prayer, 1 Pet. 4-7. 
And, Pray (faith Chrit) that you may eſcape 
all theſe things, and "ſtand before the Son of 
moan, Luke 21. 36. Neither doth our dear 
Lord Jeſus prets that on us, which he dic 
not practiſe; for bcing ſenſible of the 
”. bitter and moſt dreadtul cup of his Fathers 
- wrath, prayed, Father, if at be prſſibleJet 1bis 


| F Cup paſs, Matth. 26. 39. 


Sinners! let me tell you, as ſecure and 
ſenfleſs as yon are, an awakening impref- 
fion of approaching Death and Judge- 
ment upon: your fouls, would be as the 
cry-at midnight, to excite and ſtir you up z 
fo- get in your Oyle, and to trim your 
Lamp. The Virgins, both wiſe and fooliſh, 
- - were all aſkep, and ſecure enough, until 
that 
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that ſudden and amazing cry was heard. Be- 
hold, the Bridegroom cometh, go you forth to 
meet him, Matth. 26. 6. Then they all aroſe 
and trimmcd their Lamps. Tis the form 
and rain that haſtens the Bce into the Hive, 


that brings the Traveller into his Inn, the © :- 


Ship into the Harbour: So .likewiſe the 
(>nie of Death, the dead and drowhe Pro- 
t:fſor unto his Prayer. It their aflidions 


" they will ſcek me carly. Hol. 5. 15. 


An hcart-affeing Mcditation cf un- 
change.ble Eternity.will be as a voice from 
the Clouds, crying, Hate ſinner, baſte, poſt- 
hajte, bajte s for thy life in the Work of 
Faith aid Repentance, in parting with ſin,and 
cloſing with Feſus Chriſt, without which there 
will be no h;pe. Noah was moved with 
tear, and þ rep=red, and got into. the Ark, 
ro the ſaving of his houſe, when the ſecure 
deluded World died by the deluge, Heb. 
11 7. Knowing the terror of the. Lord we 
perſwade men, 2 Cor. 5. 11. | 

You wretched knners, that will not be- 
lieve or conſider untill you are juſt drop-: * 
ping into the ,Pit : it you had but a little--- 
cranny to look into the other World; how 
violent and rclolute would you be in the 
ſpeedy proſecution of your known daty, - 
you would examine, prove, and try your 
{clvcs; you would read, hear, meditate, . ' 

| | watch, 


i 
—_— 


| 


(140) 
watch, pray, repent, fear, love, obey more 
than ever. Did you fce, the night will 
come, is coming,and that the daiecs of dark- 
neſs ſhall be many, IVhatſoever you do, you 
will do it with your migbt , Ecclel. 9. 10. 
Now before the decree bring forth, before ,the 
day paſs as the Chaff, before the fierce anger of 
the Lord come upon you, ſcel ye the Lord, f'r 
Þ w ſhall you eſcape, if you negle ſo great 
Salvation? Zeph. 2. 2, 3. Heb. 2. 3. 


— 
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Reaſ, 5. Tow are to conſider your latter 


end, becanſe bere lyeth your bigheft wiſdom. 


O that they were wiſe, &c. It you would 
bclo wile as to exceed all the Wiſe-men, 
great Statiſts,and Politicians in the World, 
K« maſt be in conſidenng of, and preparing 
for your end, Sirs, in this you are moſt con- 


cerned, becauſe hereby you will promote 


your own intereſty for it will make a man 
profitable to himſelf, wiſe for himſelf, Fob 


. 22. 2, Prov. 9. 12. *Tis true wiſdom to _ 


underſtand this, iz. to be wiſe to that 
which is good, Rom. 16. 19,-to be wiſc in 
Chriſt, to ſecure the chickett good 1s the beſt 
wiſdom. . 
There are many wordly wife men, who 
while they live, provide for every-thing 


before 
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but death, and they are often ready to dye; 
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before they begin to live., (ina ſpirieugs 
ſenſe ) = is it not a very unfht and 
ſ.aſony, to prepare for death when it 15 a 
burden to live? And indeed, ſuch are the 
many evils attending old Age, that men 
can have no pleaſure in them, Eccleſ. 12.7. , 
And ſhall theſe be accounted the only wile 
men, that are but wiſe in their Generation 
to get the World, to purſue lying vant- 
tics, and forſake theirown mercies,to hew 
out Citterns,-broken Ciſterns that can hold 
no Water, and torſake the fountain of li- 
ving Water ? this is to prefer Pibbles be- 
tore Pearls, to gain Earth, and to loſe Hea- 


' ven, Fer. 2. 13. Fonah 2. 8. Matth. 16. 26. 


To be happy for a t1me, and miſerable to 


.* Eternity. 


True wiſdom, and f{crious conſideration 
15 Exerciſed about things good and evil :: 
yea, 'tis converſant about the beſt pood 
how it may attain it, and about the worlt 
evi] how it may impcde, avoid, and eſcape 
it, chaſing the moſt adequate and effetual 


means to bring it to paſs. This excellent 


divine-wiſdom-is proper and profitable” to 
direct, Provi10.' x0c and fo it doth: every 


6 
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- eſſed of : It all the Rocks were Pearls, all 
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te Earth and Heaven Gold ; or if all the 
water In the vaſt Ocean wer? converted 


' 1nto Chryltal, or the moſt precious ftones 


' 


in the World, and put all in one calc, 
and the ſoul into the other ſcale, the foul 
would: weigh it all down. Our dear Lord 
tells us, that the gaining of the whole 
World 1s an 1avaluable conlideration to 
the loſs of our ſoul, Matth. 16. Sv that he 
muſt be wiſe indecd, that hath gotten a Ca- 
binet for this rare incomparable Jewel 
where ut will be for ever fate. He that 
winneth ſouls is wife, Gith the wilelt of a 


-mcer man, Proz. 11. 30. and fure then he 


is fo that faves his own. Again, he that 
canlidereth his end, is in the very way tO 
procure and make the beſt friend, that will 
certainly ſtand him in ſtead to purpole.and 
in the greateſt peril, viz. God, Chrift, An- 

els, Saints, Conſcience, Scripture, his real 
friends. When once the breach 15 made 
up betwcen God and the poor foul, who 
can harm or hurt it? If God be for us, 
who can be againft us ? Rom. 8. I will lay 
me down and flcep in peace, Pl. 14. 8, More- 
over, he provideth again{t the greateſt 
wants, by laying up for a ſpending time. 
There was n6k a man to be found in all 
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thcir want, filled the ore-houſes againſi 
the years of Famine ; He thet gatrercts 
his meat in the Summer ((aith Solomozr ). is 
wiſe, Prov. 10. 5. Conſider the time of 
youth is your Summer 3 old-age, a fick- 
bed, is not a gathering, but a pending; 
time, and you are not wile, wile towards 
God, wile tor your precious ſouls, that do 
not make it your butinc(s to trade, and lay 
up a ftock and ſtore againſt that tune. Ma- 
ny a filly foul, like rhe wanton Graſhop- 
per, leaps and skips, chirps 2nd tings all the 
Summer, and when the Winter cometh, 
peritheth tor want ; But the truly ſerious 
and contidering foul , hke the laborious 
Bee or Ant. toils and l2bours in the Sum- 
mer : And that Man might put- off ſloth, 
and learn his duty, and .ſ{o provide for 
time to. come, Solomn tends him to the 
Ant, .Go to the At, thau ſluggard, conſider 
ber waies, and be wiſe, which providcth ber 
Meat in .tbe Summcr , and gathereth hee 
food ia Harveſt, Prov. 6.6, 8. And lo the 
wile in heart, that trade for eternity, lay. 
up the belt ſupplies againſt the-evil day, : 
which are the tavour ot God, an-.intereſt. 
in Chritt, pardon of fin, peace of Con- 
{cience, a ſock of Praycrs, rich and choice 
EXPenences, and love-tokens-of «their Fa- 
thers favour, the evidences for their Hea-- 
C7 ienly 
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venly Countrey. This is the hidden and 
Heavenly Treaſure of the Godly Man, 
who only 1s called the man of Wiſdom, 
Mich. 6. 9. 

Beſides, he preventeth the worſt evils, 
iz. the guilt ot Sin, the Sting of Death, 
ſorrows of Hell, terrors ot Conſcience, 
the wrath of God, the loſs of God, his 
Soul, and Heaven. This infmite, and ir- 
reparable evil or loſs he ſhall never ſuſtain, 
becatiſe this timely conſideration of Death 
and Judgement, will be a means to fit him 
for it. They that were ready, went into the 
Marriane, Matt. 25, 10. 

But tor you that are careleſs of your im- 
mortal Souls, that think not of Death , 
that will not conſider your latter end (it 
inhn:te mercy do not ſpeedily prevent) 
you will certainly dye withcut wiſdom; 
it you do not ſeaſonably ſecure your fouls, 
make God and Chriſt your Friends, (while 
the poor people of 'Gud Jay up a treaſure 
' in Heaven) a good foundation againlt 
the time to come. Tow will treaſure vp 
 w7.4th apainit the day of wrath, and revela- 
. 80H of the righteous Fudgement of God, Rom. 
2.5. And this is the doletul caſe of many 
worldly wiſe:men, and of thoſe too whoſe 
. office and imployment 1s to keep (if it 
- might be) others alive, zzz. to cure Dil- 
calcs. 
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caſes, and prevent Death. It is obſerved 
concerning Puaracelſus, 2 great Phylitian, 
a inan' very skiltul in Chymical Expert» 
ments, that he bragged and boatted, That 
be had attained to ſuch wiſdom in difcerns 
mg the conſtitutions of men, and in ftu- 
dying remedies, that whoſocuer did follow 


*his Kules, and keep his Directions, thoultd 


never dye by any Diſcaſe,caſually he might, 
and qt age he muſt, but he would under< 
take to ſecure his health againſt Diſcaſes. 
A bold and molt prefumptuous under= 
taking: But he who by Art promiſed to 
Prote& others, could not by his Art 
make himſelt a proteion in the prime 
ot his Age, who died- before, or when he 
had lived -but thirty :years. 2: 1 
* Poor mortals ! fith that you can't pre- 
vent death, it 15 your wiſdom to prepare 
tor it 3 and foraſmuch as you cannot by 
any means, power or $kill keep. off the 
ſtroke ot” Death, get while you may, a Re- 
medy or Antidote: againſt the tiing of 
Death, that when you dye, you. may not 
dye. unpreparcdly , or dy? without Wit- 
dom. For man in hownr that underftand- 
eth nat, is like the beaft that. periſhetb, Plal. 
4.9, 20. Sodid that miſcrabte miltaken rich' 
Man, who (though by himſetfor others 
judged wiſe) in the account of the only wiſe 
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God, was a very-foolz who providing on- 
ly for the time of lite, and not for death, 
did reſerve the name of thox fool, this night 
ſhall thy ſoxl be required, Luke +12. 20.-A | 
dark and dreadfn! night indeed, in which 
he loſt both Worlds at- once, Earth atid 
Heaven too. -' And will you ſay that you 
are wiſe, and not conſider what your end 
ſhall be. The five Virgins are called fooliſh 
Virgins? but why ? becauſe they did: not 
make proviſion - for - the Bridegrooms 
coming, and when they came to the door, 
it was ſhut upon them. ah ! ſad and dread- 
ful diſappointment, Matt. 25. 10. 
- But the diligent and prepared ſoul, that 


' hath gotten in his oyle, and made all rea- 


dy, is in a capacity to look upon Death 


. with a {ſmiling aſpe&, becauſe the deadly 


poylon and fiing 1s out, and it can but kill 
the body, *tis not able to hurt the-fout: 
But the leepy ſccure {inner will be dread- 


. Fully ſurprized, as Belfpazar was by the 


hand-writing that appeared on the wall. 
the terrifying and amazing, fight of which 
changed his countenance, and troubled his 


. thoughts , ſo that neither his Wine ,; his 
' Wives; or Concubines could comfort him, 


who .had lifted up himſelf againft- the 


Lord of Heaven, Daz.'5. | 


- Singers! Conſider the Ring of Terrors 
is 
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15 a terrible ſight, and to none more thare = 
to thoſe that have their Heaven here, it 
will. be- to ſuch as the tearing their caul 
trom their very hearts, worſe than cutting 
off.-a Member from the body 3 for many 
have ſuffered the loſs of Members to fave 
their-livesz O death, death, death, bore bit- 
ter, bitter, 1s the remembrance of #hee to the 
man that is at eaſe in his poſſeſion ! And 
let me tell you, evils and dangers, by how 
much the more ſudden and unexpceted 
they are, by fo. much the more dreadtul and 
aſtoniſhing they- are. What a ſag and hi-+ 
deous cry was there in Egypt, when at mid- 
night God ſmote their nrſt-born, and al- 
ſo when the Earth opened her mouth, and 
ſwallowed up Korgh and his curſed com- 
pany, that went down alive into the pit; 
infomuch that all Iſrael fled at the cry of 
them, for they ſaid, Leſt the Earth fwal- ' 
low us up alſo, Numb. 16. 31, 32,34- And 
how terrible was that ſudden ſhower of: 
fire and brimſtone upon filthy Sodom, af- 
ter a bright Sun-ſhine morning !. Gey. 19. 
23, 34» So when grim and ghaſtly Death 
cometh in a black night, and Jr2yeth the: 
Curtain, and looketh upon the ſ{ccure ſm- 
ner,/it will be very formidable tor who- 
can look dcath in. the face, that dare. 
not. look God or his own Confience 
| | G 3 In 
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inthe face? But the fincerely godly man, 
fitted for death,' may look and live above 
the fear of Death znd Hell, and welcome _ 
Death, as old Facob did the Waggons, that 
his Son Foſeph ſent to fetch him down to 
Ee ypt, when he faw the Waggons, the ſpi- 
xit of Faceb their Father revived, Gem. 46, 
27. Death,though a grim Porter, will open 
the gate of Glory to every Believer, and 
Jet them into their Fathers houſe, for both 
lite and death are theirs, 1 Cor. 3. 22. Bleſ- 
fed are the dead that dye in the Lord, Rev. 
14. 13. To me to live is Chriſt, and to dye is 
gain, Phil. 1.11. Who ſo is wiſe, will ob- 
ferve theſe things. Thele are the Reaſons 
why your latter end muſt be conſidered. 
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Tf. it be a duty ſo neceſſary to mind your 
end. I ſhall deſcend to improve it by way 
of Application. 

Uſe. 1. This calls aloud unto all you 
unconverted firmers that have made no 
2: "prey for Dcath and Judgement, to 

and and wonder, or to fit down and ad- 
mire at the unwearicd patience, the match- 
lets and amazing mercy of the infinitely 
Sracious end glorious God, 
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ath the moſt righteous, juſt, and fin- 
revenging God, held your fouls in Lite, 
and kept you from Dcath and Hell to 
this very day? And will you not, cven 
to altoniſhment, adore the unſcarchable 
richcs of Grace? Men commonly wonder 
at things above their reach, or that for 
which they can give no reaſon, and eſpe- 
ctally at rare, fingular, and unmerited mer- 
cy. Now ſtop a little, and ſpend a few 
ſerious thoughts, and confider, what reaſon 
can be given that you ſhould be numbred 
among the living, when fo many are dead, 
that you ſhould be in the World, and fo 
many thouſands of Men, Women and 
Children in_their Graves, and their preci- 
ous ſouls you know not where. Now that 
your bodies are not laid up in that dark 
and diſmal Priſon of the Grave, and your 
dear, never-dying ſouls, bound, fettered, 
and chained in that direful, painful Prifon 
of Hell, is matter of the greateft wonder 
in all the World. Have you not cauſe to 


"doubt, that many of your Neighbours, Re- 


lations, and finful Companions and Ac- 
quaintance are gone down thither, and 
it may be ſome of thoſe you lealt ſuipeRt. 
And you know not how many ars now 
in flames for the very ſame fins that you 
ftand guilty of, it nor Jeſs finners than 
G 4 your 
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your ſelves. O admire and bliſs God with 
your whole fouls, that you are yet on this 
fide the Grave, and not gone down into 
that place of torment 3 you enjoy many 
Opportunitics tor your ſoals, and are ſtil] 
cxhorted to part with fin, to turn to Ged, 
i accept oft Chriit, to think of Death and 
Hell, that ſo you might never fee 1t or 
fccl it; for there is much more in the pains 
cf Hel, and wrath of God, than ever you 
hcard, or can imagine. According to thy 
fear, ſaid Moſes, ſo 35 thy wrath, Pial. go. 
II. | 

Poor ſinners! you are ſtill the living 

' Monuments of mfnite kindneſs, and 
therctore let not the ſiving man complain. 
Suppoſe you had died when Death (ecmed 
near, Wnen you were fick and weak, ready 
to give. up tz Ghoſt, or when thoſe many: 
thouſands Gycd by the Plague or Sword, 
in what a miſcrable condition had our fouls 
been, to be ſhut vp with Devils and dam- 
ned Spirits in the Lake that burneth with 
hre and brimfione. And will you fill 
maintain .your cnmity , mcreaſe iniquity, 
and even dare God to damn you ? Sig- 
ners, are you. not beizdces your ſelves ? yea, 
ftark mad, to make: God, that ſhould be 
your beſt friend, your worſt foc for if 
his anger be kindlcd but a little, it will- 
| burn 
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burn to the loweſt Hcll, and none cau 
quench it, or fiand before it. © Can thine 
heart endure, or thine hands be firong in the 
aaies that I ſhall deal with thee, Ezek. 22. 
14. Whocan dwell with devouring fire ? 
IFho would ((aith the Lord) ſet the briars 
and thorns againſt me in battel * IT would 
go through them, TI would burn them wp. to- 
gether, Ita. 27. 4- O when will you come 
co your ſelves, and throw away your arms, 
and conſider your ſouls? or will you not 
be ſaved, when ſhall it once be * Why will _ 
you dye? Let theſe cords of love draws 
you, /and caule you to ſay, Behold we come 
unto thee, for thou art the Lord eur God. 
Coatider , others dreadtul ruine hath 
been your warning, that are now lockt up 
11 that dark Dungcon, and ſhall come up. 
no more, and whom the Devils are now 
tormenting, the worm biting, and the fre. 
burning. You arc at preſent .frce from 
that boyling Cauldron, and in-the Land- 
of the Living 3 O praile, praile the Lord 
tor his long-luffering, you being but as It. 
were under a reprieve, O prize, andim- _ 
prove your life, and timely / Prepare for 
death; for if thy life were .cnded, thy - 
ſoul ſeparated, and nor pcace: with God - 
made, thou wert an undone foul : There's * 


10 place for Repentauce in the Grave, -no 
- Chuft: 
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Chriſt or- pardon to be obtained in Hell. 
Blct5 God your glaſs runneth, your lamp 
burneth, the day of Grace 1s yet continu- 
ed, your dear Lord 1s upon the Mercy- 
Seat, therefore there 1s hope. 


C—— 


Uſe. 2. This juſtly reprehendeth all that 
fight or neglect this great duty, but cſpe- 
cially theſe three ſorts : neither of which 
do ſeriouſly conſider their latter end. 

' 1+The inſolent Atheiſtical Senſualiſts. Þ| 
*- Viz. 2. The Ignorart and Inconſiderate, 
3-The ſelf-confident & preſumptueus. 

t. It condemneth Athciſtical Scyſnaliſts, | 
that pat the evil day tar from them, Amos 
6. 3+ and who drown or baniſh the aw- 
ful thoughts of God, Death, and Eterni- 
ty out of their minds and hcarts. They 
take the Timbrel and Harp, and rcjoyce at 

3be ſound of the Organ, and ſay unto God, 
| Depart from us, for we difire not the know- 
Jede of thy waies, Job 21. 12, 13. God is 
mot 3a all their thoughts, Pal. 10, 4. They 
are reſolved for a ſhort life and a merry, 
what ever be the dreadful iſſue. They chant 
22 the ſcund of the Viel, and drink, I ine int 
Bowls; and eat the Lambs cut of the flock , 
ard firetch themſelves upon their Conches, 
faying in their kearts. as that wretch, Lxþe 


72, Ia. 


[. 
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12.19. Taks thine eaſe, cat, drink y and be 
merry: They will fatishe their lutts, injoy 
the pleaſures of the flcſh, walk in the 
waics of their heart, and in the ſight of 
their eyes3 and hereby they make the 
breach wider, and themiclves ſeven times 
more the Children ot the Devil, though 
at laſt they tit down 1n everlatting forrow. 
Let ws eat and drink, for to morrcew we 
aye. 
You poor deſperately deluded Souls ! 
did you bclieve what you have read and 
card of the other World, or what the 
Scripture ot intallible vericy ſpeaketFhot: 
the inhnitely,holy, great, and tcrrible God - 
( who will in no wile clear the guilty) 
you would quickly change your Courſe; 
Did you now conlider you muſt dye, and - 
be judged, that in a very little time you 
which hear me this day, muſt ſtand betore 
the dreadtul God 3 would you fin fo frec- 
ly, love the World fo immoderately, mock 
at a Deity, jcer. at fexious Picty, negle& - 
your Duty, trifle away your Time, forget + 
Etcrnity, and hazard thoſe your precious 
fouls as you have done, and do? Such 
Rake-hells, and Devils incarnate, the Apo- 
ftle ſpeaketh of, 2 Pet. 3. 10. Know this” - 


firft, 1. e. before the end of the Wor'd : There * 


tal! come. in the laſt daics, ſcoffers, walking 
after»! 
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aficr ther own Iuſts, and ſaying.Where 5 the 
promiſe of his coming £ Neverthelel3 thele 
Vipers, vile Miſcreants, and- Montiters mn 
mens ſhape, tus that they are wie, when 
indced they have no underftandmg. Wile 
they are, but it is to do evil, to cavil a- 
gainſt the Truth, diſpute againit a lite of 
Holyneſs, bt to do good they have no know» 
ledge, Jer. 4. 22. 

This was Feraſalems great fm immcdi- 
ately bztore the fierce anger ot the Lord 
came upon them z and this is the fad; and: 
dre2dtuk cale of many, yea, thouſands in 
the World , and in theſe Nations 3 not- 
withftanding all thoſe awaking, deſolating 
providences, and amazing ſpectacles ot 
mortality- their eyes have om : 

There are but a few that look upon 
themſelves -as concerned at all. juſt like a 
company of ſimple ſheep in a tat Paſture. 
The Butcher cometh .and fetcheth one to! 
day, avother to morrow, the reſt feed on, 
and take no notice of what is become of 
their lot tompanions. *Tis as if a com-- 
pany of. condemned perſons (reprieved 
tor a time) ſhould be 'appointed to be ex- 
ecuted one after another, within the ſpace 
of ſo many daies. This day the firſt in 
order-is: brought forth and executed, the 
dy following a ſecond; yet all the ret 
that 
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that are to take their turns, fall a Drink- 
iog, Carding, Singing, Swearing, and fo 
continue to the very laſt, untill they be all _ 
Hang'd, Dead, and Damn'd. We may 
compare this mad deluded World, to a 
company of poor blind men dancing a- 
bout the brink of a very dangerous deep 
pit, but do mot perceive it, or fee how 
each falleth in one after the other 3 a firſt, 
ſecond, and third drops down, the reft, not 
diſcerning the danger, run the round : 1 
ſhall thus apply ic. This day or hour © 
Swearer tumbleth down to Hell. The next 
a Drunkard. This evening or morning 
the pale horſe nounteth one, it may be a 
curſed Atheiſt, or a malitious, bloody Per- 
{-cutor, or a -lthy Adulterer,-or an 1do- 
latrous worldling , and carryeth him to 
the place of Darkneſs. . The next day he 
recciveth his Commiiſion. fo fetch ſome 
more of them, thoſe their Brethren in 
iniquity that are left behind,xcep and con- 
tinue their courſe, and dance about the: 
pit, not conſidering they ſo muſt dye, and* 
come. to judgement, How little de the 
living lay to heart this great buſineſs of 
their Mortality, infomuch that when they 
would deny a thing with greateſt confi-- 
dence, they will commonly ſay, they 
thought no moxe of it than of their dy- 


ing 
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ing day, as if Death were not a matter of 
any moment, but rather a meer toy or 
trifle, not to. be regarded. She remembreth 
not ber laſt end, Lam. 1. 9. 

You ſelt-deftroymg finners! Do you 
know that you muſt dye, and leave the 
World for ever? and are you fo ftupified 
and mad, as not to think ot Death in ma- 
ny daies together, yea, hardly to enter- 
rain 2 ſerious thought of Death and Judge- 
ment at a houſe ot mourning) in the very 
tight of the Dcad you can be vain, frothy, 
jelt, pot, pipe, teaft, diſcourſe of the world; 
a fad proof that men do not conhider therr 
latter end. Some at that ſolemn and fad 
ſcafon, ſeem a little ſerious. but as foon as 
the dead Corps is removed, and the Grave 
and Cofhn out of fight, Death js no more 
rcmembred. To make you {enhble of this 
folly, I:t me reaſon with you ina tew plain 
hints. 

What, no thoughts of Death, you that 
have been under a ſentence ot Death, and 
brought to the very pits brink, looking in- 
to eternity ! O how ſad is it to think how 
quickly thoſe thoughts and imprethons of 
your Mortality, have worn out, and patt 
away L Sinner / remember, and. forget not 


* thoſe fecret vows, promiſes and cngage- 


ments you then made to Gcd, ( viz. ) 
tnat 
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that you would part with-fin, leave your 
wicked company, fit looſe to the World, 
live godly , and make it your bufinefs to 
be religious , and loſe no more of your 
precious time, and opportunities for your 
foul; If you have forgotten it, the all- 
ſecing and heart-ſearching God remembers 
it. Know and conſider in thy heart, that 
Death that did but warn thee then, by 
(ending his fummons, will ſhortly come 
himſclt. 

Forgetfal of Death ! and made of Duſt, 
born of a Woman, and under a Decrce 
not to be revoked by Men or Angels ! Heb. 
9. 27. Fob. 14. 3+ ds for max, bus daies are 
determined, the number of his moneths are 
with thee, thus haſt appinted bis beunds.that 
he cannot-paſs. 

Not mind your Dcath! you that have 
ſickly, weak, diſeaſed bodies, full of pains 
and aches, that are ſo many partial quoti-- 
dian deaths; yea, a dying daily ? What, 
put off the thoughts of Death! thou that 
haſt been at ſo many Funerals, heard ſo ma- - 
ny paſling-Bells or Knells, ſeen fo-many 
Graves, Skulls, and Cofftins betore thine 
cyes ! Forget your Death ! and yet fmners, 
{inning daily, carrying the caule and ſting 
of Death in your boſoms ! mors 2x corpore, 
rhe body 1s dad becauſe of fin, Rames.11. 
Thy 
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Thy body is but a body of Death, fin hath 
killed it, the Tentence is paſt, Gen. 3. The 
wages of fin s death, Rom. 6. 1. The ſoul 
that fins muſt dye, Eck. 18. 20. What, 
put off this evil day! and dead in part, 
old and cold, having one foot in the Grave, 
232. feeble knees, trembling hands, wrink- 
led faces, gray or bald heads, the Grave 
being ready for yon 2 What, no more {e- 
r!'ous thoughts of Death! and ſo many 


| Pieces and parcels of. your (clvcs gone be- 


fore to' this long-home : So mapy Relati- 


" ons and Children now aſleep in the duft 


of Dcath # -Are they buried in perpetual 
oblivion, never to be remembred more ? 
What finner ! what not think of Death? 
and Death at thy very heels, and betore 
thine eyes: whither can you dire& your 
eyes, and not {ce that which preacheth or 
repreſenteth Death ? All the Winter Death 
Is on the Trees, in our Gardens, in every 
Flower 3 at your Table every day you feed 
on the fleſh of dead Creatures, to tell yon 
that you muſt dye; and is not Death mm 
your beds every night ? What is fleep, but 
the picture and image of cold Death ? and 
your beds, but the repreſentation of your 


. dark Graves? 


© careleſs befotted finners! not confi- 


*} der of Death ! and have precious ſouls, 


taat 


( 159 ) 
that muſt live or dye, be ſaved or damned, 
to Heaven or Hell, to blifs or burning, to 
God or Devils, fo Saints or curſed Repro- 
bates, as ſoon as-the breath is gone, which 
may be the next day or hour? this pale 
horſe Death, hath the red horſe Hell fol- 
lowing, him, Rev. 6. 8, Laſtly,. what not 
think of, and prepare for Death ! and 
called Chriſtians, that profeſs-you believe 
the Reſurrection of the Body,and life cver- 
laſting, a happineſs beyond the Grave. For 
if in this life ouly (ſaith Paul ) we have hope 
in Chrift, we are of all men moſt miſerable, 
7 Cor. 15. 19. 

Poor hardned ſinners ! that now for- 
get God, and this great and mighty con- 
cem-of your eternal fouls, What will you 
do in the day of Viſitation, when the 1ni- 
quity of your heels ſhall compaſs you a-- 
bout, and no fricnd in Heaven above, or in 
Earth beneath, that can ſtand you in ſtead? 
and when Conſcience like a bold ſturdy 
Sergeant, ſhall take you by the throat, and 
lur:mon you in the Name of the great 
Judge, to come and ſiand at or betore the 
Judgement Seat. Underſtand ye breitiſh -a- 
mong the peoffe, and ye fools, when will ze 
be wiſe 94. 8. to underſtand this, 
to. provid&tor your latter cnd, 
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2, This blames the ignorant, pettifh, and 
2nconſiderate ſoul, who in an angry hit or 
paition wifheth for death out ot a baſe 
end. 73. as a Writ of eaſc, or out-let to 
preſent pain, poverty, ficknels, and other 
worldly troubles and perplexities, not 
rightly conſidering how terrible Death is, 
or what are the dreadful conſequences of 
it. Now that you may be convinced of 
this fin ard folly, give me leave to tell you, 
that between the worit, longeſt, and deep- 
eſt miſcries and calamities of this life, and 
thoſe after death, there 1s no proportion, 
but an exceeding difrance. 

Poor. deluded ſouls ! what is the bite 
of a flea, to the ſting of a Serpent ? or 
a ſcratch on the hand.to a ſtab at the heart? 
what's the heat and ſmart of a little can- 
dle, to achot fiery furnace, or a devouring 
flame? What's a drop of gall, to a S:a 
or Ocean of Poyſon? Or what 1s pain, 
forture or anguith for an hour, to intolle- 
rable miſery time without cud, into which, 
to the unconverted, Death will certainly 
be the door? And are you ſo mad to ima- 
gine that there is nothing in the other 
World to be feared or felt, worſe than out- 
ward preſſures, perils, pains, whick are but 
bodily miſeries, and that but for a mo- 
ment? This fin, not only the prophane 
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Wor!'d are guilty of, but ſome of thoſe that 
profeſs the Name of God. Rebeckah (aid 
to Iſaac, I am weary of my life , becauſe 
of the Daughters ef Beth, Gen. 27. 46. Ra- 
chel cries out, Give me Children, or clſe I 
dye, Genelis 3o. 1. Eliſha being threat- 
ned by Fezabel, ſaid, O Lord take away 
my life, 1 Rings 19. 4. Fonab tor the lots 
ot a poor gourd, ſaid, It's better for me 
zo dye than 0 live, and told God to his 
very face, that he did well to be angry, even 
witto death, Jonah 4. 9. The Iſraelites, when 
they wanted water, wiſh'd they had died 
in the Wilderneſs, Theſe and the like 
wicked wiſhes are in the mouths of 
many poor, ignorant , diſcontented per- 
(ons, who long to be out of this wretched 
World. 

Now by way of conviction, I ſhall lay 
down theſe following particulars. 

1, What think you of theſe inward, 
and foul-ſtraits, and conflicts wherewith 
Gods poor afflicted people arc fadly ex- 
erciſed ! And were you but ſenſible of the 
guilt and weight of fin, a wounded fpirit, 
the wrath of. God, and thoſe everlaſting 
burnings 3 it would quickly ſwallow up 
your outward miſcrics, though never fo 
many. This is cvident in the example of 
the Jaylor, who for the loſs of his Priſon- 

ers 
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f. ers was ſo tormented, that he would have 


kilPd himfelt before he was convinced of 
the dreadful tate of his ſoul that.was wn 
danger of ruine, As 16.27, 28, 29,30. 
Then be fell down, and cryed ont, Sirs, what 


ſhall T do to be ſaved ? 


2. To with for death, bccauſe of the 
evils attending this litegis very wicked and 


dangerous, interpretativcly, and it? effect it 


15. to wiſh your ſouls in Hell. 

Conſider and mind this alſo, that your 
preſent. ſorrows, croſſes, troubles, of what 
kind or degree ſoever they be, are the fruie 
of your ill doings, and tar-leſs than you 
deſerve ; for it's a wonder you are not in 
Hell ! And will you dare.to be fo, auda-. 
clous as to flye in the face of your faithful - 


Creator, when you ſhould be deeply ſen- 


fible of your horrible wickedneſs , and 


| humble under Gods hand, and accepting 


the puniſhment of your fin, ye ſhould re- 
pent, and turn to God, take away the 
cauſe, and the effe& will ceaſe. 

3- You can pleaſe and gratihe the De- 
vil your deadly adverſary in nothing more; 
you wiſh for Death, ſo doth tne Devil too: 
if you are his now, you muft be his then, 
his here, and his for ever: He waits and 
langs that your breath .were gone, your 
ſouls ſeparated, theretore he would have 
you 


2 C0. 
you poyſon, hang, drown, ſtarve, or ſtab 
your fſclves, that you might be dead, 
damn'd, and burn'd with him in Hell. 

4. Moreover , it you were dead, you 
would ſuddenly repent, and change your 
mind, and if it might be, give the World 
to be alive again, with all the wants,pains, 
and gricf you now endure. Had you but 
a pecping-hole into Hell, to ſee and hear 
what they endure, you would confeſs your 
fins, judge your ſelves, and cloſe with 
Chriſt betore you dye, that ſo you might 
not come into that dreadtul place of tor- 
ment. Now that yon-may hear and fear, 
and do no more ſo wickedly, Lct me ask 
you : 

1. What think you ot the ſting and 
bitterneſs of Death, when a man comes 
to dye, Conſcience being awakened, roar- 
ing like a Lion, Death the King of Ter- 


rors ſtanding by, when the guilt of paſt- - 


fins, and loſs of precious time, will be as 
fo many fiery Darts, and ſtinging Scor- 
pions, biting and gnawing on rhe heart? 
What think you it will be to dye uncon- 
verted, to dyc in a ſtate of fin and wrath, 


a Traytor to God im a fiate of unbeliet 


and impenitency (the foul-damning ins) 
' to dye with an evil heart, an accuſing 
Conſcience, fſelf-condemn'd, caſt mn your 
Own 
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own breaſt, to dye, to dye, which 1s worſt 
of all, 

2, What think you of the ſadneſs and 
amazing terror of approaching Judge- | 
ment, the ſecond Death; when a man 
Comes to take a dreadful view of tne 0- 
ther World, and begins to reflect and 
think, Wherefore was I born ? what have 
I been doing, are all theſe my ſins? O 
where ſhall I leave them? or how ſhall 
I be rid of them now I am dying? Whi- 
ther ara I going ? What will be my com- 
pany 2 Where ſhall be my place ? and how 
neer am I to it ? What mutt I endure? 
and how long ? how long ? And Conſca- 
ence will = Wa , To eternity , miſery 
without end. This will amaze, confoand, 
and overwhelm the ſou! with fear and 
perturbation, when it ſees that Heaven 1s 
loſt, and that it muſt down, down, to the 
Regiorr of darkneſs, and company of D-- 
vils, in that ſtate of everlaſting wo2, The 
killing thoughts of which made a great 
man wiſh, That he might live, though but 
the lite of a Toad. 

3- What think you of the unpartiality 
of the Judge, that will not ſpare. the 
guilty, muſt and will judge and ſentence 
according to the Fat, and reward every 
man according to his works? He would 
not 
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not ſpare the Angels that ſinned, but caſt 
them down to Hell, 2 Pet. 2. 4. nor Adam, 
but tatt him out of Paradife, and ſet a 
flaming Sword againſt him, neither will 
He ſpare any impenitent finner in the day 
of his wrath; juſtice obliges him to ju- 
ſtifie the righteous, and condemn the 
wicked. 

4. What think you of the impoſhbility 
of having any appeal? There will be no 
Moſes to mediate, no Mcdlator to plezd, 
no Daniel, Noah, or Fob to mntercede, or 
to ſtand in the gap, not an Interceſfor in 
Earth or Heaven to be found to ſpeak a 
word, There can be no appeal to Ged, 
his Calls and Counſels have bcen refuſed, 
his Intereſt oppoſed, his Enemies counte- 
nanced, his Laws violated, his Anger will 
burn like fire. No appeal to Jeſus Chriſt, 
his Government hath been ſlighted , his 
Grace and Perſon reje&ed : or to the Hos 


ericvedz or to Angels or Saints, all will 
be againſt you. | 

5- What think you of the reſignation 
ot foul and body to the Executioner and 
Tormcntor, the red Dragon? Tis fad to 
ſee a poor MalctaQtor committed .to the 


Jaylor or Hangman, but O how much * 


more dreadful will it be for ever-living 


{ouls 


of 


ly Ghoſt, He hath been quench'd. ang* 
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ſouls in the face of Men and Angels, to 


' bedelivercd into the hands of that raging, 


roaring .Lion the Devil? when God the 
righteous Judge ſhall fay in {ſight of the 
whole World, Here are the men that brake 
my Statutes, prophaned my Sabbaths, that 
hated my Saints, that ſerved the. Devil, 
in the fatisfying their Luſts, the open 


and protefied Adverſaries to my Name + 


and Intereſt; that would not, though I 
often intreated them, corne at my call, ac- 
cept of my,love, reccive my Son, or en- 


- dure a life of holynefs, or by any means ' 
--- <be drawn, and perlwadcd to think of, and 


prepare for Death and Judgement, though 
they had time and opportunity enough. 
Now take them Devil, and away to Hell 
with them, for my ſoul abhors them. Thy 
Coyecnant-ſervants and voluntary flaves 
they were in time, and thy priſoners 1n 


chains of darkneſs they ſhall be to eter- 
Micy., to b2 tormented day and night tor 


ever, Rev. 20, 10. 

6, What think you of the eternal ba- 
niſhment and ſeparation from God,Chrilt, 
Angels, Saints, Heaven ? This is the pu- 
niſhment of loſs, and the worſt of Hell, 
Matt. 25. 41. Then ſhall he ſay unto them 
on the left hand, Depart from me ye curſed 
into. everlaſting fire prepared for the Devil an 

1%) 


— 


4 2 6 ... & 


— YU wm WW 


wy, Vauy Jaw TV WW 


( 167 ) 
his Angels. O terrible, terrible! to be doom'd 
or ſentenc'd to lye under the wrath and 
hatred of the infinitely great and dreadtul 
God for ever and ever, as long as God ſhall 
live, whoſe being is to eternity, as long as 
there is a devil to torment,or to be tormen» 
ted, ſhall their plagues laſt. The fearful 
and unbelieving, and the abominable,Mur- 
derers, Whoremongers, Lyers, Dogs, Sor- 
ccrers,carry all their fin down to Hell with 
them, the tucl] that feeds the wrath of God, 
fo that the oyle of fin caufes the lamp ct 
wrath to burn and flame everlaſtingly. The 
debt of fin can never be paid, juftic2 never 


* fatished, tor the damn'd ſouls remain 11- 


penitent, and God implacable, fo that there 
can be no hope of pardon. The fentence 
5 ſtrict, unchangeable, irreverſible, eternal, 
O eternity ! eternity ! £213 itings, plagues 
and augments, and aggravates the molt in- 
tauerable puniſhment of the damned 3 At-_ 
ter innumerable thouſands of years they 
{hall think it but-the beginning of their. 
ſorrows, and ſhall be {o tar from an end, 
as if they-had tbeen in Hell biit an hou 
It will be everlaſting deſtruction from che: 
preſence of the Lord, and the glory of 
his power, 2 Thef: 1. 9. In compa::ton of 
waich, all the rendings, rackings, tearings, 
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torturings of mens bodies here; by the 
moſt exquiſite torments npon racks, gib- 
bets, wheels, gridirons, boyling lead, boyl- 
ing oylec, and othcr bloody invented cn- 
gines and inſtruments of amazing cruelty, 
are but a flea-biting. | 

Sinners ! *tis Hell, Hell, that will make 
the ſadly tormented ſoul icek death, wiſh 
and long for that which ſhall never be, 
Rev. 9, 6, And will you deſire and wiſh 
for the wotul day? God forbid! Now 
your conditions may be changed, then it 
wHl be ſtated, JYoe, woe unto you that de- 
fire the Day of the Lord, to what end is 
it for you ? The Day of the Lord is Dark: 
neſs, and not Light, Amos 5. 18, A Day 
of Gloomineſs, a Day of Clouds, and of thick 
Darkweſs, at which the people ſhould be much 


pained, and ait 75s ſhall gather blackneſs, 


the Inhabitants of the Land fpall tremble, 


for the Day of the Lord is very terrible, Jocl 


2. Now therefore do not wickedly wiſh 
it, but wiſely conſider and prepare tor 
it: And bleſſed is that Servant whom 
when his Lord cometh, findeth ſo do- 
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3+ It reproves the ſc/f-couident and pre- 
ſumptuous, who conclude upon a fitnels and 
preparedneſs for death and judgement.up- 
on very ſlight and unwarrantable grounds, 
namely, becawſe they ſeparate from the 
notorious wicked, are not prophane, mike 
a profeſſion, ſhew ſome legal ſorrow tor 
lin, run the rognd of duty though car- 
nal and heartleſs enough in thoſe duties z 
from hence they eaſily perſwade them- 
ſelves that a!l is well, viz. They that arc 
the Children of God in a fate of Grace, 
and going to Heaven, and as fit'to dye as 
the very beſt, How many thoufands ar? 
there 1a the-Chriſtian World, who lecurcly 
ſleep and dream of an intereft in Chriſt, 
that hope and promiſe themſelves a future 
and glorious telicity, who are but meer 
mortal men, and worſe, or rotten painted 
Hypocrites at the beſt, having only a form 
of Godlyneſs, reltraining, counterfeit, or 
common grace? Such Scribes and Pha- 
riſces, and the fool: Virgins, and yet con- 
hdent to the very laſt; they came to the 
door, with a Lord, Lord, open utto us 
They had blazing Lamps, but no oyle in 
their Lamps or Veſſels, no real union 
with Jcſus Chriſt, no precious Faith , no 
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ſincere love or cvaugelical repentance, the 

root of the matter was not in them. 
You that have a name to live, take heed 


you be not deceived 3 if you are not tru- 


ly united unto. Jeſus Chriſt, he will cer- 
tainly difown you. The Lord Jeſus tells 
us of ſuch ſadly deluded ſouls that ſhall 
tiznd up at tF: laſt day, and challenge a 
reward in Heeyen, to whom he will pro- 
telt, I hyow your mot, Matth. 7.23. They ne- 
'ver favingly knew him, had never any 
-unien or communion with Chriſt ia the 
World. Many are called, but few choſen : 
ie Children of the Kingdom (faith Chriſt) 
(all be cit eut. And 1 muſt tell you who 
ev:r comes to Heaven, will miſs many 
thcre which they thought to find,” and 
nod others rhere they little expected. The 
tinners in Sion are more than a few, the 
Goats more than the Sheep, the Tares 
more than the Wheat, more reprobate Sil- 
vcr than pure tried Gold. The pure in 
heart, and truly godly man that mourns 
and bleeds tor fin, that loves God, and 
prizes Chriſt above the World, 1s many 
£1m2s tnll of fears and doubts about his 
fo., and the ctzrnal condition of it: O 
what wcu'd he not give to be aſſured 
that all is well betweca God and him ? 
ho to 


the 


&d 


Tus 


r= 
ells 
"all 
eb 
Os 
1C- 
ny 
ne 


COPE F, 

to know that God and Chriſt is his, that 
he is fit to live or dye bzicauſe a miſt ike 
here 1s very dreadful, and of an infinite 


, conſequence. . But on the contrary, ti: 


foolith, diſobedient, that are deceived, {cr- 
ving divers luſts and pleaſures, living in 
fin, and alienated from the life of Go. 
having no hope, and without God in ti: 
World, are highly confident, and frrongiy 
perſwaded that itſhall go well wit]: them 
ia the World to come. I knew a poor, 12- - 
norant, prophane wretch , bcinz told on 
his death-bed (and but a little betore ho 
centred into eternity) that death was come, 
rephed, Where is 1t, i'll go forth and mect 
It ? putting his legs over the bee fide, 17 a - 
Iittle time gave up the Ghoft, Therei:e 
12 this great ſoul-affair,let none bc 1 i647 - 
hardy, as to truſt without tryal. Txt it 
ery man prove bis owa wore, and then ſha!l 
he have rejoy:ing in himſelf, and not 14 a- 
mather, for every man ſhall bear bis ov3 
burden, Gal. 6. 4. 5. | 

2 «#t. It the conſideration of or 1:t- - 


tr cnd 15 a matter of fach moment, IF oy . - 


do man and women that have immortal ſonts 1 
t9ink ny mare of it ? 
_Anſe 1. Tae great cauſe 15 from that + 

horrid, carſcd Athealm and Unbelict, wit 
3. JS 
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is decply rooted and rivetcd 1n mens minds 
and hearts. They do not credit that won- 
derful and aſtoniſhing Doctrine of the 0- 
ther World, according to the belict of 
which they muſt live or dye to all eter- 
nity. | 

_It we ſhould take a ſerious proſpect of 
endleſs eternity, and of thoſe great things 
men ſecm to believe, namely, That they 
mult eye, that in every mans body there 


15 4 never-dying foul, that there will be: 


a different and nnchangeable eſtate of men 
after death , ayd that without holynelſs, 
ral holyneſs of heart and life, no man 
fn3!ll ſee rhe Lord : and compare the lives 
and praCtiſcs of thoſe that pretend to be» 
lieve theſe things, and we may fee them 
as buſic as a company of Ants in a ſunny 
day, and that the general courſe of men, 
hath no tendency towards this--cnd, but 
indeed a fad and wotful incongruity. 

2, The ſecond cauſe is want of fpirt- 
tual and divine wiſdom: It was for want 
of that. n iſdom which is from above, that 
the Iſraelites did not confider, O that they 
were wiſe! ſaid God. They are a Nation 
wid of Connſcl, neither # there any under- 
#anding 14 them, Deut. 32. 28. It men 
were wiſe for thcir precious and «<tcrnal 
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fouls, they would contider what is here 
to be done, and what is like to be their 
conditioa in the other World. - The pra- 
dent man forc-ſceth the evil, or confader- 
eth the evil, and hid<th himſ{dlf. When 
God by the month of M-ſes threatncd to 
plague the Egyptians by the Pcſtilence, 
Hail, and Fire, he that believed and fear- 
ed the word of the Lord, amongſt the 
ſervants. of Pharaoh , made his ſervants 
and cattel flee into the houſe, and .were. 


. preſcrved, Exod. 9. 20. So the ſoul that 


is truly wite-to conſider of the danger of 
beinz deftroycd by the grievous hail and 
hre of Gods wrath, will flce into the þz- 
ding place, viz. under the wing of the 
great and glorious Mediator, where alone 
there 1s true ſiccour. But he that did 
not fear or conſider of the danger , left 
his Servants and Cattel in the held, and 

were d-{troyed, Exod. 9. 21, 25. 
3+ The third hinderance 15 Senſuality, 
worldly plcaſures, and cares, theſe carry 
away the heart from truc conſideration. 
The Iſraelites confluence of creature-com=- 
forts, cauſed them to forlake and forget 
God, Deut.32.14, 15, 16,17, 18, The old 
World was Eating, Drinking, Marrying, 
and giving in Marriage, not conſidering 
H 4 of 
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of their danger, till the flood came and 
took them all away, Matt. 24. 39, 39. The 
mcn of the Earth do ſo mind earthly 
_ things, that their hearts are ſur'cited and 
crunken with the cares of it, Luke 21. 54. 
And while mens minds and thoughts are 
carricd fo vehemently after the World to 
make proviſion for their lite, they can 
think bur little of their death, Lake 12, 
15, 16, 17,18. 

4- The fourth Obſtruction, is a plague 
vpon the keart, and defperite ſecurity pro- 
cc<ding from it. No bonds next to death 
are ſo ſtrong to keep men under, as. ſe- 
cirity and fcnfleſnels of Spirit. - So dead 
a tlccp pofleſſetn moſt of the ungodly 
World, that they are paſt fecling, and be- 
come ſo ſtark dead, that the Voice of God 
in the dreadful threatnings ct his Word, 
and the alarum of his amazing tremen- 
dous Judgments, and dcſolating providen- 
ccs prevail not to awaken them. The 
Lord hath poured out upon them the 
ſpirit of a deep fleep, and hath (in judge- 
ment) cioled their eyes, that they can tin 
in the very face of the Judge, at the very 
brirck of Hell, at the very mouth and 
cntranc2 into that great gult of Eter- 
nity. 
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A fifth hindrance to mens conſidcrati-' 
on of their latter end, 15 a ſtrong deluſion 
of hart, or Satanical ſuggettions. The 
o'd Serpent , and d- fpcratcly deluded. 
hearts, make them dream that God is all 
love, that thcy ſhall have a long lite, that 
preparation for Death anJl Ertcriity 15 a 
thort work 5 2ad that it may bc done a: 
any tim2, namely, When they have don? 
with the World, when tirey are old, or 1v- 
ing on 2 {ics bed. They ſay in ti1Cir Hearts, 
'v1s but believing or repentifiz, and ſiy- 
ing, Lord ha © mercy on me, let me dy: 
the dentin of thc Ri 'gntcous. Under this 
deadly delutizn they dream ot Heaven, 
2:1d £0 | tatghing to > Hell,' 1 Theſ. 5 3+ 
And that which doth much increaſe 
£45 ft ApLUIty, may b2 the want Ot, Or nc: = 
jet of a powerful and ſou! ſearching M - 
niltry, whoſe ohce, as watch-men.,.1s to 
fore-ſee the danger, and to wara and <- 
waKken ſecure finners, crying, aloud to thum: 
in the Name of th: Lord, 4:>he thiz _ 
fleepct, ariſe from the 4:41, ad Chritt | ſhal 
give thee light, Ephel. 5. 14. Bat ſom? cin- 
not endure that Minircers thould be fo f-- 
verc, pla'n aad piercing m ti:ir Doltrine, 
{) as to. thunder on | li. hten in the:cyes 
and cars of flepy fſcu!s; The: aro well : 
HH 5 con» - 
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contented to fit under thoſe that dauy 
with untcemper'd Morter, and who ſow 
Pillows for their Arm-holes, under whoſe 
. Miniliry they may take a nap, and ſleep it 
out. But they hate him that reprovcth in 
the g2te, that galls, cuts, and wounds their 
Conlcicnces , juſt like the gallF'd-back'd 
. Horſe that bites and kicks at him that 
would heal him, 

A perſon of no mcan guality ſpeaking 
h1s opinion ob ſeveral Miniſters, ſaid, ſuch 
a man I can hear, and ſuch a one I can hcar 
very well, but for the third he mcntioned, 
rhat was wont to lay the axe to the root 
of the tree, and grapple with the heart : 
i cannot endure to hear him, tor he al- 
waies grates upon my Conſcience. 

6, Men do not conſider their latter 
end, becauſe they are afraid to doit. 

1. Firſt, to wanton ſinners, the remem- 
brance of Death is a bitter Pill that will 
not ſuffer the plcaſures of fin to go down 
lo ſweetly. Therefore they fay to the 
thoughts of Death, as the Governour to 
Paul, Go thy way for this time, when I have 
@ convenient ſeaſon, 1will ſend for thee. Sc- 
rious thoughts of Death and Judgement 
to come, as the hand-writing on the wall, 
will damp the ſpirits, and mar the mirth 
ot 
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of the greateſt Prince or Gallant in the 
World. 

2. They fear to think of Death, becauſe. 
they have made no preparation for it, 


(viz. ) They have not believed, repented, 


lived a life of holyneſs, ſo as to make their 
God their Friend. A bankrupt that oweth 
many hundred pounds more than he is 
worth, is atraid to caft up his Accompts : 
So poor and impenitent {1nners that are 1n- 
dcehted to God, thit owe him ten thouſand 
talents, are unwilling, to think of Death, 
becauſe Death will {ay unto them, come 
give an account of your Stewardthip, for 
you mult pay the utmotlt farthing. 

3. Thcy are afraid to think of death, 
by rcaſon of the dreadful conſequences of 
death, as it relates to both Wor'ds.- The 


change that death makes as to this preſent . - 


World, 1s very amazing. 


1, It brings unavoidably a diffolution- or 
{.paration of {pul and body: - theſe two 
dear companions, that have hved:and con- 
vers'd together, and ſinn'd together, . for 
many years, muſt then part, and a living 
min will become a dead carkafs, fit for 
nothing but a grave, and the foul muſt 


have another habitation, Fob 17. 13, 14. 
Hh | 


TW 
Fob 19-26, Well right Dezth: be called 
The King of Terrors. 


2, It is matter of fear to leave this 
World that hath been ſo pleating and de- 
Yphtfome, and for which you have toyled 
and Jaboured fo many years, in one night 
10 loſe it all! For when the departing hour 
cometh, you may take view of all your 
comforts which you have had under the 
Sun, and. helps for Heaven , (wz.)) Hul- 
hands, Waves, Parents, Children, Kin(- 
'o]ks, Friends, jolly Companions , Gold, 
%jilver, Houſes, Lands, ſweet and delicate 
Pangquets, plealing- Bargains, and ſay, we 
T2att now part, farewel tor ever : We ſhall 
ncv..1 {ec or cnjoy. you more, we ſhall nc- 
ver cat, drink, or converſe more, buy or 
(1 more : all-our fleſhly ard ſenſual de- 
iiphts are ended, 0ar-joy, our mirth is 
< aſd. and all the bleſſed advantages for 
car Aalvation-now, will terminate. Fare- 
wel the means of, Grace, and all the 
?olden opportunities for our ſouls, farewel 
all thoſe faithful Mmiſters that we have 
card. farewel all tholez powerful awaken- 
ing, Sexmons that have ſounded in our 
ears, farcwel all the bleſſed Sabbaths, fare- 
wil .allthe,Counlcls, Examplcs, Reproots,.. 
Prayers 
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Prayers of our ſerious and religious 
Friends and Relations, we ſhall never 
ſee. the face of a Miniſter more, or hear 
a Sermon more, never have the door of 
Grace and Life opencd to us any -more . 
for ever. And what rcmains, but a-doles 
ful remembrance of thoſe good things 
that are paſt and gone, and a ſevere ſtrict 
account that 15 yet behind ? 

O dreadful change and loſs-indeed ! to 
them that make the World their home, 
that have their Heaven on this fide Hea- 
ven, and no proviſion or portion beyond 
the Grave. The thoughts of which made 
a wicked young man (very thriving in the 
World) to utter thele words, If I live, I 
ſhall be a rich man; but this 1s the plague 
of it, T muft dye, which accordingly came 
to paſs not long after. 


3- No wonder death is fo terrible, for 
after dcath the fudgement. Death 15 a. 
Purſevant that ſummons guilty fouls to 
come and give an account at Gods dread- 
ful Bar. And what more terrible to the 
Maleta&or than the fight and preſence 
of an angry Judge. While Pay] reatoned of. 
Tudgeinent, Felix trembled, and bid him 
be gone, that Doarine did ſo gall ys 

tizat 
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that he could not indure it, Ar 24. 
25. 
Uſe. 2, The ſecond Ule is to exhoyt, 
perſwade, and fiir you up, to pur this 
- duty of fo great and infinite concernment 
into practice. O Sirs, I beſeech you to 
entertain ſome timely thoughts of your 
dying hour, that death and you may be 
more familiar. The beſt friend you have 
in Heaven and Earth, longs to fee it donc; 
O that there were ſuch an heart in them. 

Now it fou 'would do any thing in this 
bleſſed work, Cwiz.) to prepare for death 
and judgement, 1t muſt be done. 1. Sxd- 
" gdenly. 2. Seriouſly, 3. Effefiually. 

x It mutt =, ſuddenly, is a buli- 
neſs of that tmportance that muſt not be 
neglected or delaid for a moment of time. 
Did you but ſee that you are upon the 
confines of ctcraity, and in danger every 
day cf being undone, tor ever, you would 
quickly come to a reſolution :; To further 
and encourage you: Confider, 

I. Life (as dear and precious as it is) 
iS very uncertain. What a nothing is this 
life? A wind, a vapour, a dream, a breath, 
- a bubble. 

' How ſoon may the Thread be cut, the 
| Glaſs run, or this bright burning _ 


BY 
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be dim, and out, when, how, or where this 
ſhort dying lite will terminate thou doft 
not know ? whether at home or abroad, 
among, thy friends or ſtrangers, in the 
held or houſe, at thy table, or in thy bed, 
who can tell? 

2, Death may come ſuddenly. When 
the pale Horſe will ſet forth , whether in 
the morning, or at mid-day or mid-night, 
no man can tell thee. There i a fatal hour 
which none can paſs, Luke 12. 20. Pſal.73. 
18, 19, Pſal. 64. 7. 1 Theſ. 53s 

3- When death comes, 1t firikes ſure. 
This King of Terrors on the pale Horſe 
alwaics ridcs the circuit, and doth execu- 
tion wherever he cometh, no ſhield or 
buckler, or armour of proof can defend 
us, no, not an army or guard of Men or 
Angels, It dreadtul dcath- finds a King 
on his Throne, or a Beggar on the Dung- « 
h1ll, it's all a cafe. The ttrength of a man, 
though a Sempſon, this great Leviathan, 
death, counts but a ſtraw 3 death doth his 
work ſpeedily, eaſily, witneſs the laſt 
plague, I ſhall add here, 

1, Death's calls, warning, and alarums, 
are very frequent, not one of you but have 
had many a call and knock, to mid you 
of death, 

2, Death's 
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2. Dcath's commands 'are pcrcmpeory, 
he brings his Writ along with him. D-ath 


and (takes his Commi:tton out of thc 
Court of Heaven, in order to the accom- 
plthment,-aud ex<cution of an cternal'and 
irrevocable decree, fo that he muſt do his 
work, will have his crrand; | Ira man had 
Mines of Gold and Silver to give, it can- 
not deliver froin the Arreſt ot this incx- 
orable Serjeant. . 


3. Deaths conqueſt 1s great; I know 
thou wilt bring me to death, and the place 
appointed for all living. What man 1s hc 
that liveth, and ſhall not fee death? Thon 
haſt ſet hrs bounds that hecannot paſs. They 
that have conquer'd Kingdoms and Coun- 
treys,and carried all before them, have bcen 
{ubj<ced by death. When death comes and 


proudeſt, ſtoutclt, ſirongelt 1n the World, 
he muſt go, willing or unwilling, *tis all 
. one todeath., *'Tis obſervable. that of bad 
men, -their ſouls are not rchzn'd, bat ta- 


- pocrite, though he hath gained. whea God 


| tempet weakth nm away -1u the-nigh.t. 
; This 


comes in the Name of the tcrrible Judge. 


takes a man by- the throat, though the 


ken away, What + the hope of the Hy-. 


* tak-th-uway his foul Fob 27. 8, 20. A 


di 
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This night ſhall thy ſoul b2 required,death 
will not ſtay a night. Tis in vain for 
them that are ſtrong and lively, to ſay to 
death, Go to the wrinckled faces, to the 
gray heads, to the pale cheeks, to the na- 
ked backs, the dry bones,to the dry breaſts, 
mcdd!e not with this young man, ſtrike 
not this comely beautitul Woman, that 1s - 
in the flowcr and primc of Nature. Go to 
yonder conſumptive, declining, decaying, 
dying old man, go to that weak, withered 
old Woman. Let me alone to be cxcns'd, 
© but death regards i: not. For this great 
Conqueror Death, k-ocks as often at the 
young. mans door, -as at the door of the 
o'd Woman. Death arreſts and carryeth 
away the ſtrong, the healthy, the rich, the 
honourable, the learned, priſoners to, the 
Grave, as often as the weak, the ſickly, the 
poor, the baſe and ignorant. | 
2. You are to do it ſeriouſly, with thy 
foul : The living will lay it to heart, Ec- 
cleſ.7. 2. The dead cannot, there's no de- 
vice in the gravez Then go about it now | 
1n good carnelt, before old age and death 
cometh, | 
3. Do it effe&nally, go thorow with the 
WOTrk, leave 1t not undone, or but done to 
halvcs ; let cvery luſt be mortitied, cvery 
| duty 
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duty performed, every grace exercis'd.. As 
good never a whit, as never the near. Now 
you have opportunity before you, the day 
of Grace 15 continued , Chriſt is at the 
door, open to him, and make all ſure; for 
if ever thou bc jutiihed, pardoned, {:indi- 
tied, it muſt be now. The conſiderations 
to per{wade you, are thele following. 


a 


| ———————_— —_—_ 


M-tive 1. Conſider there's an abſolute 
and indiſpenſible necciſity tor the doing 
of it, a preſent neceſlity, an infinite ard 
eternal necelſity z other things may be 
done.this muſt be done, and it's more than 
time this great work were done and fi- 


niſh'd. *Tis the grand buſineſs of your | 


life, timely and truly to prepare for death 
and judgement. It were better that all 
your concerns in the World were wholly 


neglected, _— Husband, Wife, Chil- 
IF | 


dren, Buying, Selling, Secd-time, Harveſt 
omitted, and let all run to ruine, than to 
hazard, loſe, and undo your foals, for this 
will certainly ruine body and foal for e- 
ver. 

O ſeriouſly mind how little you have 
| done in the time of your life paſt, and how 
| uncapable you will be to.do any thing a 
ene 
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the end of time, when you come to take 
wp your lodging in a Grave. O remem- 
ber the daics of darkneſs, they will be ma- 
ny, Eceſc tr. 18. They that have been 1n 
the Grave a thouſand years have done no» 
thing, neither can you when you come 
there. Now for you that bave lived 
{ome 20, 30, 40, 5o, or 60 years, and done 
nothing in order to a preparation for your 
cverlafting ſtate, it is high tie to begin 
the work. | 

The moſt of you are fo ſenſlefs, a5 not 
to conſtder,or entertsin a thought of death, 
till you hear the Bell, or {ce a Grave or 
Cofhn, or till death comes within your 
Walls, and knocks at your beds-head ; 
When you ſee a Friend, a Child, a Bro- 
ther, a Husband, or Wife, gaſping and dy- 
ing, till you fce him bedew'd with his. 
cold ſweats, and groaning with dying 
pangs, till your cycs thus affect your: 
hearts, your hearts are ſ{cldome affected 
with the ſenſe of your mortality : Now 
fith it muſt be dore, and done ſuddenly, 
reſolve in ſpight of Men and Devils, and. 
all the World, to ſet about the Work. 


Motrve 
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Mitive 2. Conſider, It may be dme, you 
2Ic 1a a capacity to do it, adored for ever 
be tree Grace, _ 

I. Time and opportunity is yct before 
you. The Torch burns, the Sun ſhines, 
yet it 15 day, thoughg$ot morning, ſome 
ſands are behind, though not a-whole 
glaſs. Some of you arc old, lame, deaf, 
but not dead; others weak, ſick, languith- 
ing, but alive: If the Sun were (cr, the 
Candle out, the Glaſs run, farewel all hope 
of Heaven, or of altering your condition 
for ever. They that are gone down to 
the dead, and among the damned, may, 
and do refle& with torment upon the op- 
portunities once offer'd to make them 
happy, but can call back noae 3. that's im-. 
poilible. 

2. God is willing to help. it you go to 
| him Thine # the power, and he gives it to 
them that have no ſircogth, 1ſz. 40. Daty 


is ours, Alliftance and Succ.{G is Gods. - 


That God who hath given thee a conh- 
dering ſcaſon, can alſo give a-confidering 


ſoul; go to him upon thy knees, and beg, 


as for thy life, hiepecdy aid; and fay as 
the Woman to Dad, Help, O King or 
_ as the Father tos tac eitrciſed Son, Adark 
9, 22. 
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9.22, If thou eanſt do any thing, help us. 
Chritt did help; 'tis his promiſe, Scek, 
and you ſball find. But it cannot-be laid 
fo of ſeparated ſouls , becauſe time and 
means from them is gone for ever. , 
Then in the Name of the Lord, quit 
your ſclves like me}, wiſe men, that are 
enducd - with precious, rational, conſider- 
ing ſouls, that differencetty you from 
Bruitsz Let that noble "faculty of reaſon 
be executed in conſidering your latter end, 
For confideration is a ſerious, eager, and 
lively act or exerciſe of the underſtanding 
about things to be done, or not to be done, 
turthering or impeding the execution of 


them as 1t ſees good, It 15 the exerciſe of 


the mind and heart, theſe are at work. in 
this Divine confideration. Contemplatio 
(as one obſerves) looks upon things, as the 
eye upon the obje&t ; Fidicium, diſcern- 


eth things whether good or bad 3 but Me- 


ditation or Conlideration 15 a further 1n- 
quiſition into the truth. Set Conlidera- 
tion at work, and not ike Bruits, ſuffer 
your.eyes, cars, luſts, and ſenſes to be your 
guides, but commune ,gyith your hearts, 
conſider your waies, reffect upon your 
actions, look to your end; which it you 
did, you would not be fo ſenſual, fo 

ſinful, 


» 
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finful, as you have been, and are, Tſa1.3. 
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Motive 3. Confider the omitting or neg- 
Ie&t of it, will render you the worſt of 


fools. If the doing of it be your higheſt 


wiſdom, the not doing it muſt needs be 
the greateſt folly; this will make you like 
Ephraim, a filly Dove without an heart, 
Do you know that you muſt dye, and dye 
but once? And will you not endeavour 
to do that well, which cannot be done the 
f:cond time ? As Lzther ſajd to his adver- 
{aries, Yox cait hill me but once, ye are #0t «- 
ble to raiſe me to life again, and kill me the 
ſecond time: So (ay I to thee, O thou {e- 
cure finner , when thy breath 1s gone, it 
will return no more. 
 Oconſfider with a trembling heart, how 
much depends upon this dying once / 
namely, the gaining or loſing of thy dear 
precious ſoul, the gaining or loſing of the 
favour of God, the truition of God 3 the 
joys of Heaven, or the torments of Hell 
Hangs vpon it. 

" When death comes, your Eternity 15 
caſt 3 the very net moment after you have 
FA thot the black and amazing gult, you ſhall 

+ tc and know what you ſhall be, and where 

* | | you 
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you ſhall be to all eternity. And will 


you judge the men of the earth, or worldly 


wiſe men,» the wileſt men, who take care 
for the body, and neglect the foul? that 
make proviſion for time, but none for cter- 


nity? O Sirs, if you would but trace them 


to a ſick bed, a death-bed, trom thence in- 
to eternity, and to Gods dreadful Tribu- 
nal, you might cafily determine, Fer. 17. 
II. Luke 12. 19, 20, Lake 16. 22, 23, Rev 
6. 25. | 
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 Mitive 4.In a very little time your preſent, 

powerful, and awakening bilps and advans 
zages to excite, and put you 11 mind of the 
ether World, will be paſt and gone.” And 
theſe are chiefly three, viz. 1. Awakening 
Ordinances. 2. Awakening Providences, 
3. Awakening Convictions, 

I. Awakening Ordinances will have an 
end. The taithtul, powerful Mimifters of 
the Goſpe], that watch for your ſouls, and 
whoſe office it is to fire the Beacons, and 
eive the Alarum, will, we know not how 
foon, finiſh their work. Theſe Boanergeſes 
and Embaſladors ct the Lord, that preach 
the dreadful and amazing DoCtrine of 
Death and Judgement, and that with = 

1 an 
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and carneſt crycs,' tears, and fervour of 
ſpirit, to make you ſenſible of your fin and 
danger, will ſhortly be called home. Mbo- 
ſes, that great Prophet, after he had com- 
pos'd this' excellent Song ( of which my 
Text is a part ) was gathered to his Fa- 
thers. Nb, that Preacher of Righteouſ- 
neſs, after he had for many years toge- 
ther warned the old World, was called in- 
to the Ark, and they had never a Sermon 
more, till the Wrath of God came upon 
them, and there was no remedy, 2 Pet. 2.5. 
Be not theretore as your Fathers unto 
whom the tormer Prophets have cryed, 
ſaying, Turn ye from your evil waies, for 
they have mat long to cry : The Prophets 
do not live for ever, Zech. 1-4, 5. You 
cannot rationally expe& alwaics to hear 
the pleaſant noiſe of Aaroxs Bells, or the 
found of - the. Silver Trumpet, the Sun 
will 20 down over the Prophets: There- 
fore while the Watch-men arc upon the 
Walls, take warning , and finiſh your 
work while you have the light. O Sirs, 
improve for your cterna] advantage, thoſe 
plain and powerful Sermons which you 
hear and read, and It it not be-accoun- 
ted legal preaching, Who were more 
evcre 1n their preaching, than onr _— 
an 
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and his fore-runner ? whom we ought to 
imitate, otherwiſe we draw the horribtc 
fin of b'ood-guiltynefs upon our fouls, 
Exzck. 3. 18, 19. *'Tis obſerv'd, that there 
are more dreadful Doctrincs ſcattered up 
and down in the New Teftament.) than in 
the 01d, the powertul appiication of which 
is very necefiary both tor fecnre Sinners, 
and drowſie Saints. Holy David after 
his fall, fell into a deep iIcep, and did not 
awake untill Nathau came and toid him 
plainly and particularly of his fin. And 
of the Virgins we read, while the Bride- - 
groom tarried, they all ſlumbred and flept, 
Mitt. 25. O how many ſleepy ſouls are 
there in the World, and in many Cities, 
Towns, and Pariſbes in this Nation, that 
will either living, dying, or after death, 
{ſadly bewail the not improving the la-: 
bours of their faithful Paſtors ? 

2. All your awakening Providences, by 
which God warns and calls, will have an 
end. The great and glorious God for a 
long time together hath been ſpeaking and 
calling to us by his Word, and ot late 

zars he hath ſpoken by his dreadful Rod, 
and that very terribly. The Sword, the 
Plague, the Fire, the decay of Trade, and 
other Judgements, are the lond Voice of 
I an 
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an angry God. Thoſe afflictions on our || 0] 

- Familics, Relations, Eſtates, Perſons, are in | 8' 
order to awakening us out of ſleep, and fo | 8+ 
for our x rofit. When Miraſſebh was among | 0! 
t 2c thorns, and bound with fetters, and | 3! 
carried into Babzlox, he bcſought the Lord, | 
and humbled himſelf greatly, 2.Chroyx. 33. | © 
11,712, 13. After Ephraim was chaſitled, | Y' 
he awaked, turned and repented, tor the || ye 
Bonds and Cords of Affliction, do open | E 
.the car tb Inſtruction then he ſheweth | v 
- them their work, aud their tranſgreifion, | t| 
and commandcth that they turn trom in | #) 
quity, Fob 36. 8, 9, 10. Fer. 31. 18, 19. | tl 
*Now to have a dcaf ear to the Rod and | C 
-Word, to be hardncd, and ſecarc, and go | { 
- on in fin under awakening and amazing | C 
proy1idences, 1s a dreadtul Judgement, and | £ 
tat which ripens men for ruine, 2 Chron. 
2%. 22. This # that King Abaz, who in 
the time of his diſtreſs, did treſpaſs yet 
more againſt the Lord, Fer. 5. 3+ Y 
3- Your awakening Convidions will have | ?# 

2n cnd too. Thoſe ſecret and powerful | © 
workings, firivings, and ſtruglings of the 
Spirit” of God under the Rod, and in the 
Word will be ſuſpended. Chrilt will not 
alwaies be at the door calling, knocking, 
and tis ſpirit that is ſo much grieved and 
oppos'd 
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oppos'd, will not alwaies ſtrive and firug- 
gle with your Hearts and Conſciences, Gez. 
fo | 5. 3- Now finners, it you have any love 
ig | or regard to your immortal ſouls, before 
id || all theſe helps be taken away, be wiſe to 
d, | conſider, and prepare for your end: Left 
2. | God thould ſpezdily reſolve, and fay to 
1, | you as to the Jews, Iſz. 1. 5. Why ſhould 
ze | ye be jtrichen any more? Or as Hſe 4. 17, 
n | Epihraims Joyned to Idls,let him alone. Tacy 
h | will have their laſts, and they ſhall have 
them ; As T live, ſaith the Lord, tbis iniqui- 
- | ty ſhall nt be purged till you dye. Sith no- 
>, | thing will prevail, I am reſolved, faith 
d | God, they hall never hear an awakening, 
o | foul-fearching Sermon more, never have a 
D 

d 


CorreFion or Conviction more till they 
20 down to Hell, 
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Motive 5. Conſizer that the earneſt eyes, 
tears, prayers of unbelievers, when they come 

to dye, will be in vain, fruitleſs, and unſuc- 
ceſsful : Though you ſpeak in the anguiſh 
of your ſouls, and complain in the bit- 
terneſs of your ſpirits; when your file 
upon you ſhall have pain, and *'yout ſon's 
within you ſhall mourn, it will be co no. 
purpoſe. 


+ 
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that will not pray while you have time 
to pray, helps to pray, health to pray, 
encouragements to pray. 

Now God invites, you may have audi- 
ence, your -prayers 1n a dying hovr, will 
be but the expreſhons of your fears and 
terrors, a1ifing from the ſenſe and nearneſs 
of your danger, when thcre will be but a 
ſtep between your departing fouls, anJ 


the ſtate of Devils; God (cldom hears 


from {cme men, unle(s trouble, ficknels, 
tear, diſtreſs and znguiſh cometh upon 
them. Then pain will make them pray, 
and how] upon their beds; and 'tis but 
howling, not praying, Hoſ. 7. 14+ Bat will 
God hear bis cry, when trouble cometh upon 
him? ſaith Fob 27. 9. Ny, faith the Lord, 
I will not be encuircd of by you, Ezek. 20. 
3. Becauſe it cometh trom an c£vil mind, 
or ſtinking breath, proceeding from a cor- 
rupt, rotten, curſed heart; and then ſt muſt 
- needs be etominable, Prov. 21. 27+ & 15. 
8. I will (faith David) waſh mine hands in 
znnocexcy, axd then compaſs thive Altar ; fer 
if IT regard iniquity in my beart, tbe Lord 


will not hear my Prayer, Plalm. 66. 18. It 


God would not hear a Datids Prayer, a 
man 


= =» You that will not ſeck God bcetimes, 
p> and make ſupplication to the Almighty, 
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man after Gods own heart, he will not 
hear a Devils Prayer, not the Prayer ofa 
Swcarcr, Sabbath-breaker, Drunkard z he - 
heareth not finners, that like and love their * 
latts. No, ſaith the holy God, tho:tgh they 
{:ek me early, they (hall not find we. Here 
note, That there is a two-fold carly, name> + 
ly, God's early, and mans early. God's 
early is in the morning of oar lite, 1a the 
time of youth, then God calls and invites 
to come, Prov. 1. 24. Eccl, 12.1. Mans 
early is in the evening, or at the end of 
life, or when man is nigh unto death,when 
mn. ſorrow, and anguiſh cometh upon 

lm. In their afflictions they will ſeek me 
early, Hoſe 5. lt. When fear cometh as de- 
folation, and deſtruction cometh as a 
whirlwind, then ſhall they call upon me, 
but I will not anſwer; they ſhall ſeek me 
early, but ſhall not find me, Prov. 1. 27, 28.. 
God will ſay to all (uch finners, Remem- 
ber it, as Iſaac to Abimelech, Gen- 26. 27. 


| Wherefore come ye-to me, ſeeing you hate 


me, and have ſent me away from you : -Or he 
will (ay, as once to the Children of Iſrael, 
that cryed to him in their ſore diſtrels,Go- 
cry to the Gods which ye have choſen, It them 
detver you in the time of your tribulation, as 


far me, will not deliver yu,Judg.10.14-You 
I 3 have 
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Mi oh ſerved the Devil,embrac'd the World, 
Krisfed your Juſts, joyn'd with mine ene- 
mies 3 £0 to*the Devil, go to.your Lufts, 
ro your wicked compeny, let them deliver 
you in your diſixeſs : Now Death and De- 
vils are come for you, I will not own you 
nor your Prayers, your ſoul abhorred me, 
and my ſoul abhers you and your Pray- 
ers, depart from me, I know yeu not. 


_ — a — 


Motive 6. It's the great comfort of 1he 


godly mans life, to hope, and kyow that he 


if fit for death. Whatever be their lot and 


portion in this World, be affured it ſhall 
20 well with them in the other World. 


Art thou in a ſtate of Grace, at odds with 
- 41n, and truly in lovewith Chriſt and Ho- 
lyncfs ? Be of good chear, yo thy way, and 
eat thy Bread with joy, and drink thy 
Wine with a merry heart, for the bitter- 
nels of death is paſt, The King of Ter- 
rors that-had the power of death, is con- 
quered by the Lord of Life, Terrible 
dcath that rides on the pale Horſe, is dif - 
mounted by thy dear Lord: that rides on 
the white Horſe, under whoſe bloody 
Croſs thou mayeſt ſee him difarmed, woun- 
ded, and dread : death rhat -reipned from 
Adam 
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Alan to Mes, is now ſwallowed up 11 
Victory, Iſi. 25. 8. I will ranſome thet*” 
from the power of the Grave I will redeem 
thee from Death; O Death, I will be thy 
taguess O Grave, T will be thy defirutiion, 
The bclieving foul is dead with Chrift 
while he lives, Rom. 6. $8. and 15 delivers 
ed,not only from the damnation of tin, bat 
the dominion of fin, and there is hope in 
his death; when he dycth, he ſhall dye 
Mm tie Lord, Rev. 14. 23. he ſhall ſeo 
In Jcfs, 1 Thef. 4. 14. his end ſhall be 
peace, Pſal. 37-37. This made the Apce 
file, after his (ad conflict, Rom. 7. to trt- 
umph over this latt enemy &cath, 1 Cr 
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Motive 7. If you ſhould 114 prepare for 
death, yet you will wilh you had, ( a5 mv y 
do when it is too Jate.) You that are for 
making for the fleſh, and ſo eagerly par- 
ſuing World, and the things of it z when 
vou thall be cait upon a bed of languith- 
ing, you will with in the very torment cf 
your minds, and flames of horror, O that . 
I had parted with my fin / O that I had 
been careful to plcaſe and honour Goo, 
and to get an mtereſt 1n Jeſus Chritt / 


then ſhould I now have dycd the dcath of 
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the Righteous 3 but this T wholly flighted. 
I profecuted the World with might and 
main, and got ſo many thouſands tor my 
Poſterity, and I liv'd a merry and jovial 
lite, but for roy Soul, for my Eternity, 
things of infinite worth, I have done no- 
thing, I forgat my Soul. Now here's the 
Meſſenger of. Death come for me; to 1m- 
priſon my Body in the Grave, the Cham- 
bers of Darkneſs, and to carry my foul I 
know not whither, I fear to Hell; O that 
I bad been wiſe to underjtand this ! to con- 
fider my latter end, What would I now 
give to live but a few years more, tO 
n:ake proviticn for this ſoul, that muft 
nu cntcr the gult of endleſs eternity. 


—_— 


—— 


Motive 8, Conſider the gain will be ex- 
ceeding great : As will appear by theſe fol- 
lowing particulars. | 

I. Would you hate fin as Hcl, and be 
more truly holy, Conſider your Latter end. 
This 15 moſt certain, that all the Antcce- 
. dents,and dreadful Conſequences of death, 
{ſpring and grow out of this bitter root. 
What is it that wounds, ſtings, patns, and 
kills ? What is it that brings diſcaſcs, and 
threatens death ? that murders the body, 
and 
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and that damns and burns the ſoul? What 
1s it that doth necethtate thee to make ufe 
of Phyſick and Phyticians whilſt alive? 
and bringeth thee to a Coffin and Grave 
when thou art dead? Is it not fin which 
thou embraeeft in thy bolome ? 

You poor, blind, deluded ſouls, as little 
and as lovely as fin looks in your wan- 
ton eyes, It is the Mother and Nurſe of all 
your miſeries, hatch'd in Hell, the Devil's 
{pawn or excrement. He that committct\ 
fin ts of the Deril, 1 John 3.8. This is that 
evil thing and bitter, that hales Death and 
Hel! at che heels of it; Yea, that arms 
Death, Devils, and Hell againft us. Were 
it not tor this black, ugly, fierce, crucl, 
and bloody Adverfary, Law or Juttice 
could not condemn us, Death could not 
kill us, Devils could not torment us, Hcti 
could not burn us. 

Sin is the Traitor and Murdcrer'ot your 
Immortal Souls, and thoſe natls that will 
ſhortly dig your Graves: And will you 
hug, hide, and hold it faſt? Will a Wo- 
man put a Knife into hc Boſorr.e, that 
hath killed or murdered her dear C114 
or Husband ? No, by no means, it mui 
be broken and cati away for- ever. ©: Now 
Sirs, it ſin be the Enemy, uſe it as an 
I 5 Enc- 
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Enemy or Murderer, kill it, take the facri- 
ticing Enite and cut the throat of it, or 
{irike the heart-vcin. and let it bleed un- 


{ill it dyes. Deal by it, as Samncl by Agag, 


cut it 1:1 picces, Did you think ſerioully 
of Death and Hell, vou would hate it to 
purpoſe, and fay, Away to Hell with it, 


Irom Whence it came; and it would put. 


yoa upon a defire and earneſt endeavour 
after Holyncſs : Being cxpos'd to a diſſo- 
zation, what manner of perſons ought ye 
©© be in all holy converſation and godly- 
aels, 2 Pet. 3.11, But if you forget death 
vu Will make dreadiil work, namely, 
YOUr accounts greatcr, and hell the hotter; 
you will increaſe your fin, and God will 
Tcir up wrath againſt the day of wrath. 
And ii ever God fthew mercy, it will coſt 
you dear, your ſouls muſt. mourn, your 
nearts muſt break and bieed for fin; for 
neſs you repcnt , yoa will certainly be 


camned, Luke 13. 5. 


2, Would you {peedily call off your 


2:arts from the World, and lay up a trea- 

tare 1n, Heaven, Remember year latter end : 

in the greateſt affluence ot worldly pro- 

oy elwaics .confider that you muſt 
Co, 


Poor 
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Poor worldling3 ! that make Goid-your 
hope, whole plottings and ploddings arc 
for earth, It deaih and cternity were more 
in your thoughts, you wou'd let go tht 
In YOUr aff&tions, which 1 You: cannot hot 
1:1 your poſſeition, and love that but a !it:'e 
that will be loſt, and which you. cangor 
love long 3 Riches have wings, and _ 
wiil bz gone, Conkhder how littlz 
things ct the World will and you in 
cad in the evil day, your gold and filvcr 
cannot kcep you from Dilcaſes while YOu 
live, nor from Hell _ you are deau. Pr.7's 
1.4. Pſal. 49.6, 

It telicth out with many ot the greit 
ſiorcrs of this World, as it doth wit a 
Sumpter Horic, who all the day currycth a 
great Treafure cn his b:ck, but at nigh: 
It 15 taken trom him, and he thruſt into a 
foul Stable, .S9 many wealthy worll}ings 
that tire tnemleives to get and carry 
worldly Treaſure, when death cometh, it's 
taken trom them, and they for cheir ill- 
getting, or U-ufing of 1t, are thruft down 
to Hell : The ric man dved, a and in Hell 


lit up N15 CVS. 
And it you would deaden your heats 


to this empty earth, and look aftzr a trea- 
ſure abCVC, a hppincſ: beyondgth; $G-a0e; 
that . 


_AeAaweScO> 


_ xemembex, here lycs the duſt of that beau- 


that ſhall laft as long as your fouls ſhall 
laſt, think often of death, this wonld di- 
: vert your worldly carcs and projccts. 
Remember, from this day to ycur lai 
©. day cannot be long, your Journey or Voy- 
age 1s ſhort, and a little Provition 1s e- 
nough 3 neither poverty nor riches, but 
tood convenient, 15 the deſire and choice of 
a Citizen ot $7on, Convcrſe more with 
cicath, znd be often looking into etcrnity, 
and thou mayeſt he.r (as 1t were) a Voice 
{peaking to thee, us God to Baruch,”Jer. 


45. 4, 5- I will brea\, dawn, and pluck up, 


ard ſeekeſt thou great things, ſceh, them not. 
Death is the great Leveller that wit! make 
' all cqual, and you that graſp the World 
moſt greedily, will find it but vanity ; tor 
all is vanity, is the language of experience, 
Eccleſc 1. 2. 1 Fobn 2. 17. | 

When Samuel was te anoint Saxl, he 
brought or directed him to Rachels S2- 
pulchre, and to this end ( as 1s {uppos'd ) 
namely, to {ſuppreſs or prevent haughty, 
proud thoughts, that might ariſe from 
that new and great preferment. And if 
the ſuppoſition be true, 1t 15 as if he had 
ſpoken thus; Saxl, God hath highly ho- 
noured you, and I anoint you King 3 But 


titul 


aa ._ a>» tad og QI py FY 


titul Rechel z and though you are now 
King in Iſrael, yet muſt you be as Rachef, 
viz. laid in a Grave or Sepulchre , the 


thoughts of which is a very mortitying 


Meditation. You that have the watcrs 
of a fult Cup, that wallow in wca'th, and 
ſwim in worldly glory, to wean you from 
the World ( that your hearts may not be 
turned into Earth, and buried betore you 


are buried ) keep freſh in your thoughts 1 


Dca'h and Eternity, Fob 14. 14- 

3. Would you be deeply ſ{-ntible of the 
fad and doletul condition of unb<licvers 
when they come to dyc ? think ſeriguſly 
of your lattcr end. What will you do 


in the hour of diſtreſs, when God hall 


.call for your breath, change your counitc- 


rance, and require your ſouls, it you have 
made no preparation for Death and Judg- 
ment ? 

Poor ſouls! I would pity you with my 
very heart, to think how ignorant you are 
of your great concernments 3z' you eat, 
drink, flecp. buy, ſell, and get gain, but 


flight your ſouls, and do not conſider of 


the evil day. 
Woe be unto him that is alone, that is 


alone in Life, and alone in Death, that 


hath no Chriſt to befriend him, or _ 
; Y 
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by him in that woful - that. cometh to 
lye down on his death-ved without peace 
or pardon, who hail go into a Grave, and 
fiand bctore the Barr without an Advo- 
cate to plead four him. 

It i5 molt probable, you: may have dit- 
ferent apprehenſions of your ſcives and 
others in your dying hour, for the nearer 
the objcct , the clearer the fight O fin- 
ners! when the door of cternity begius 
to open (as uſually it doth to men dying 
you will have other thoughts of your 
ſelves, and other men. Here you ruſie 
it oat, thinking your. {cIves above, and 
better than others , Bchold great Eabc!, 
{aid that proud perſon in his Princely Pa- 
lace; but wheu pale Death appears, it 


will pull down tnoſe Peacocks Feathers? 


and cauſe their Creſts to fall. Now the 
World thines, and ſparkles in your eycs, 
which makes you judge and think, thar 
nothing but Riches, Honour, and Grea:- 

nefs, can make you happy then it will 
2ppear (the Paint being oft) to be an emp- 
ty nothing. As for the pure 1 heart, 

who mourn for fin, and mind their ſouls 
above the World, are {corned, jecred, ha- 
ted, being look' d upon as a company of 
poor, penive,lneaki 1;/, befotted fools, will 
then 
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then be adjudged the belt, wiſeſt, and hap- 
pieſt men on earth. Now {in is excuſed, and - 
called a light and little thing, or trick of 
youth; but then it wall have a black and: 
dreadful facey and feel more heavy than 
lead, tafte more bitter than death it 
{clt, 

Now the damn'd and curſed Crue, are 
your brave boon Companions, and boſom 
triends But when you are.come to your 
dying.-groans, and cold {:yeats, away- with 
them, their ſight is terrible, But know 
that you who have been companions in 
im, muſt be companions in ſuftrings, and 
lye down together mu everlaſting chains 
and flames 3 you ſhall. be fettered and 
bound together, and never part any more 
for ever. 

Now an intereſt in C::iſt, and 2 lite of - ; 
holyneſs is little valu-c , and every baſe 
iuſt and trifle preferrec - ihen 4 World, a 
World for Chrift. Fo: :houſand pound 


for a good Conicierce - 112d out a wicked 
wealthy Wor'dling, - 57: dying, and pal- 
ung into eternity. 

4., Would you. _ ie your Repen® 
tance, try your 3. make all ready 
for the o0:her --: 1:1 upon this 
laſt enemy Fi $304 ors, that will 


c're » | 


| '( 206) 
'-- Cre long terminate your daics, and then 
all your opportunities will be gone for c- 
Ver. 

It the thoughts of death, eſpecially the 
{econd death, did but influence your hearts, 
and penetrate upon your Conſciences, you 
wculd eatily be perſwaded to calt away 
your fins; namcly, to cut off a right 
hand, or pluck out a 1ight eye, and to 
rent your hearts, to fit alone, to mourn in 
ſecret, to atftict your ſouls, and to put your 

- mouths in the duſt, it ſo be thcre may 
F be. hope, Lan. 3. 28, 29. We ce that 
' men in a journey, if they think they 
have day enough, they are ſlack, and flow 
enough, but if they {ze bat a little time, 
they will make ſpeed. It a man muſt do 
the work of a whole day in halt a day. 
he will make haſte: Repentance 1s not 
a work for a day, though a daily work, 
our whole lite is little enough to com- 
pleat and pcrte& it. As long as we in, 
we muſt mourn; while we provoke the 
Judge, we muſt plead guiity, and fue 
out our pardon with ropes about our 
necks, and ſmiting on our breaſts ( and 


if it might be) with tears of blood. And 
the great things of Death and Judgement | 


will prepare and prompt you to do' it 


__ 


—_— 
ſuddenly; for when the- day is gone, the 
mght comes, and the Grave and Hcl! have 


ſbue their mouths upon you, what can be_ 


done? Eccleſ. 9. 10. 

5- Wou'd you pray more frequently, 
more fervently than ever you have done, 
remember you muſt dye. 

The Monuments and Statues of the 
dead (as one notes) are made in a praying 
poſture, viz. kneeling, and with hands lit- 
ted up to Heaven (as it the remembrance 
of them now dead) fhould teach us our 
duty, what we muſt do whilſt living One 
that was wont to pray often in a day, be- 
ing asked, Why he ſpent ſo much time 
in Prayer? gave no other anſwer but this, 
T mnſt dye, I muſt dye. An awakening ap» 
aobeaion of a mans entrance upon an 


endlcts ſtate, and a ſpeedy approach be- 


fore the Holy God, will make him pray, 
and that importunately, If there be in 
the Family a Husband, Wife, or Child near 
unto death, almoſt every, one that cometh 
abuut the bed wull be lifting up hands, 
and putting up of prayers, and then you 
cry out, Send ſpeedily tor ſome ſober feri- 
ous Miniltcr, or for ſome ſolid, favoury, 
praying Chrittian, to conumend his fad 
caſe to God : The young man that w_ 
| y 
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If ſuffered for Murder, who came into 
Newpate as norant of God, as the Horſe 
- or the Mule; and as ſenijeſs.of his ſoul, 
as a ſtock or a ſtone, was by the acccls 
and application cf Miniſters to him, con- 
vinced o!: his deſperate caſe, and throagh 
' the Grace and Blzi{ing of God upon his 
appointed means, he ſcem'd fo deeply ſen- 
ible of the dreadful hazard of his preci- 
ous foul, that he did with ſo much bro- 
kenneſs of heart confels his fins, pray, 
and picad with God in Chriſt for pardon, 
even to the wonder and smarement of 
thoſe Minifters and Chriftians who were 
| —_ And he being asked, how often 

e-prayed, anſwered, Five or {tx times a» 
day 3 and it was with ſuch meltings, and. 
multitudes of tears, that did move the very 
bowels of the Auditors (and as they faid ) 
turned them into tears, Thus you ſee 
how a powerful conviction of Death and 
judgement may prevail upon the heart, 
to make them cry to God . that never 
prayed before, As for you that can Iye 
down at night, riſ: up in the morning, 
and go about the World without fecr. t | 
or family prayer : I muſt tel] you,that yeu 
have but ſlight, it any thoughts of death 
and eternity, and no ſenſe of, or _ 
0 


born, and a time to dye: and he hawi 
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of your everlaſting condition, which is a 
fad ſymptom of a Chriſtleſs ſlate. 

6. Would you do good to others, to 
their bogdics, and to their ſouls, confider 
you muſt dye, for aftcr death you will be 
utterly incapacitated of doirg any thing, 
The Wiſe Man ſpeaking of the ſeaſon of 
doing, and of the vicifhtudes of Mans 
Life, namely, That thcre is a time to be 


obſerved the iſſues and changes of 4px&$ 
vidence that hath made every thing, beats 
tiful in its ſeaſon, concludes that is 

for a man to do good in his life, *Ezcl 
3-12, As you bave therefore 5pportwnity, (la 
the Apoltle) let #s do good to all men,;Gal 
6. 10. When it is iu the power of thine bun! 
to do it, Prov. 3. 27. Sirs, the real thomphes 
of death will prompt you to give a'por- 
tion to. ſix, and alſo-fofeven, and that it 
{caſon ; for wher+ Hh comes, all 1s gone, 
then it's no mor- 18 the power of thine. 
hand to do, ® IJ. 

Did you now-believe and conſider, that 
you mult dye, -and-give 2n account to 
God, the great Land!ord ard Ponor of 
all: your good things (great Receipts, ha- 
ving-great Accounts} you would not con- 
tract yoar heaits, ard (ut up your _ 4 

els- 
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- els 2gaini thoſe many miſerable obj.s, 


- who are (9 often in your view. 


Now. that you may bz like ſhecp, and 
not like ſwine, b2 good in your lite ; and 
let your acts ot mercy be diſtributed in 
the-morning, the fitteft ſeaſon to ſow this 
ſeed: therefore ſpeedily draw out thy 
ſoul to the bungry, betore death ſeparate 
thy ſoul and body, tor with ſuch ſacrifices 
God is well pleaſed, Iſiz. 58. 10. Heb. 13. 


3 Worild you get and keep ſincerity, 
2 p&Xcious Pearl indced ) think often of 
Zeath and Judgement. Then it will be 
Tyed, then it will ſtand you in ſtead. 
incerity (the Scripture perfection ) is the 
belt of a Chriſtian, the Grace of every 
Grace, for Faith unfeigned, and Love in 
ſincerity , are the yery Nerves and Si- 
news of Chriſtians 

The next beſt to.thepÞrecious blood and 
righteouſneſs of onr-gloritied Redeemer, 
( to plead for us at the hour of death, 
and in the Court of Heaven) is truth in 
the inward parts, Iſ2.38.3. To b2 a mour- 
ner in Sion, is matter ot ſolace and real 
comfort, but to be a ſinner in $30, 15 fad, 
and will be matter of torment. A Fuds 
among the Apaſiles, a Devil in a. Samuels 
Mantle, 
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Maatle, is a Devil indeed. The finners 
in $;ox are afraid, and caule enough 3 for- 
to live and dye a Hypocrite, 15 molt dread- 
ful, becauſe Hypocrifie will certainly bring 
you down to Hell, yea, the ho!teſt place 
of that devouring fre, and everlaſting 
burning ſhall be the Hypocritcs portion, 
Iſa. 33. 14. Matt. 24+ I. 

8. Laſtly, Would you redeem your 
time, and be greedy of getting Grece in 
the day of Grace, for the preſent, ſpiritual, 
and eternal Salvation-ot your fouls ; think 
ſeriouſly of your end, 

You flcepy ſecure fouls! did you con- 
fider that the night of death- will come 
certainly, and may come ſuddenly , you 
would work while it is day, and not be fo 
mad as to put off believing, repenting, and 
foul-aflicting work , fclt-trying and- ap- 
proving work, untill 'the evil day of old 
Age, a tick bed, or dyitig pangs fcize upon 
you. Confidcr, a death-bed repentance 
15 ſeldom had, and ſeldom good, ora fick- 
bed repentance is feldom a ſound, but ot- 
ten a fick repentance. Now it you woald 
imitate your Lord, to work while it is 
day, remember you muſt dye, Foh. 9. 4. 


% 
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Di.cHions and helps to conſider of 
your latter end. 


Dire&t; 1. Scarch diligently t0 find out 
what it is that keeps you, and the ſerious 
thmghts of death and eternity at ſo great a 
dift ance, and cry mightily to G3d, ſpeedily to 
remove it; If it be cicher [gnorance, A- 
theilm, Unbzlief, Sznfſuality , Erthaly- 
mindednels, or Security, be deeply ſenſible 
of it, and ſet prayer to work, pour out 
thy very foal to God with greateſt fer- 
* vour and importunity, Say as Myſes, Wh9 
kaoweth the power of thine Anzer ? Even ac- 
cording to thy fear, ſo is thy wrath: $o 
teach us to number our daics, that we. may 
apply our hearts unto wiſdom, Plal. 99. 11, 
12. Sirs, *tis fpicitual wiſdom will cauſc 
you to.conlider, then cry after kxowledye, 


and hft up thy- voice for »nderſtanding, 


Prov. 2. 3, 4. For ſhe is thy lite, Prov. 4. 
13. it's as mach as thy lite and foul is 
worth. Then cnter into thy Cloſet, and 
fall oa thy knees, and pray to God, in the 
Name of Chriſt , fpr {piritual Wiſdom 
we mult (eek it, Ezck. 36. 37. and God 
will give it, Fames 1.5. Beg more than 
for thy life, tgr a truly wiſe and awakeacd 

| heart, 
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- heart, without which the great concerns 
of God. and thine 1mmortal foul be for e- 
ver neglected. 


rr tommy eyy——_——_—_—_ 


Diref. 2. Diligently and faithfully uſe 
and improve the molt awakening means, 
which have a tendency hereunto. 

I. Set your ſelves under a powerful, faith- 
ful, and ſoul-ſearching Miniſtry, who make 
the converſion of Souls their main buſineſs : 
A lazy fleepy Minilter 1s not like to awa- 
ken a ſecure finner, the Conviction and 
Converſion of ſouls 15 not the mark they 
ſhoot at. Reſolve to hear, love, counte- 


nance, and encourage thoſe that grapple © Þ 


moſt with the Conſcience, and earneltly 
endeavour to drive and draw fouls to Je- 
ſus Chriſt, by ſetting the bletling and the 
curle, lite and death betore them. Convi- 
Ction leads the way to Converſion, as the 
needle of the thread : What's a plaifter | 
worth, where there is no wound ? "ris the 
broken bones cry out tor help, the whole 
need not the Phyfician :- General, Overly 
preaching is like the {word in the ſcab- 
" bard, that doth not cut or wound; or 
like Phyſi ck in the bottle, thay, doth not 
penetrate or work 3 but plaing particular, 
convincing 
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E @nvincing Preaching (ſach as Nathaxs to 
* - David, or Petcrs to the Jews, 2 Sam. 12,7. 
 » Ads 2.36.) is like the ſword in the bow- 
-- els, or Phyſick in the body, that will pain 
to purpoſe. Thoſe Preachers that have 
no faculty of reproving, and convincing 
' Nleepy ſecure finners, are like a company 
of drone Bees, that have Ioft their ting, 
being good for nothing. But they that 
have the charge of ſo many golden fleeces, 
ſhould fever the Wheat from the Chaft, 
the Sheep trom the Goats ,. the precious 
from the vile, and in fo doing we ſhall 
be as God's mouth, and free from the 
blood of all men. 

O then, let this dreadful and amazing 
| Dodrine of Death and Judgement be 
”_ more frequently and eff-Ctually Preached, 

that ſouls in peril near run, may ſes their 
- . fin and danger, and flic to Chriſt as the on- 
ly refuge; Knowing the terror of God, 
we perſwade men, 2 Cor. 5. 11. Matt. 


: Zee 


them that are grave, ſober, ſolid, ſavoury, 
and ſound in the Faith : Such as make 
Religion their great buſineſs, who love to 
ipcak of God, and of the World to come, 
and by whoſe. Counſel and Example you 

| may 


2. Converſe with the beſt Chriſtians, viz. | [ 


may be ſtirred up, and perſwaded to reF 
p__ and holyneſs, to conlidcr. of 
vids excellent ones,' in whom he did de- 
light, and make his companions, Pſal, 16. 
3+. & 119. 63. | | 

3. Read the beſt Books, and thoſe that 
treat of Death and Jrdgemen, but elpe- 
cially, the Word of God. There are the 
pure Chryſtal Streams and richeſt Mines 3 
in this Field you will nd the Pearl.” Let 
the Word of God dwell in you richly, be not 
Ignorant of any part of it, but be lure to 
acquaint thy ſelf with thoſe Scriptures 
that ſpeak of _the ſhortneſs of Lite, the 
certainty of Death and Judgment, Heaven 
and Hell: Read the Book of Fob, and 
the twelfth Chapter of Eccleſiaſtes, Pſal. 
29. Pſal, 90. And let meyfire you to be 


often urging upon your-hearts ſome of - 


thoſe Scriptures that ſet forth the dread- 
& fulncſs of that place of torment, that will 
Þ be the portion of all that forget God, 
$ and mehr no proviſion for their precious 
| fouls: Some few I have here ſet down, 
which I defire you would all conſider and 


apply. Upox the wicked be ſhall. rain fire 


and brimſtone, and s borrable wg 5 3 this. 
11-6, 
Wes... 7 


ſhall be the portion of = Cup, 


ath and Judgement. Theſe were Da- 


- 


'&; $Þ ; - | 
—_ - 
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Woe be unto the wicked, it ſhall go #1 with 


. 2bem, Ifa. 3.10. He ſhall caft them- into a on 


farrnace of fire 3 there ſhall be weeping, wail- 
ing, and gnaſhing of teeth, Matt. 13. 42: Ifa. 
33- 14. & 66,15, Matt. 25.41. Luke 16.25, 
26, 2 Thel. 1. 8, 9, Rev.6.8, 14,16. 


i 


-—- 


Dircf. 3, Make conſcience of ſetting a- 
part a little time every day on purpoſe to 
think of your latter end. Do it fo fre- 

| _y; untill Death and you become 
amiliarz ever and anon put thy ſelf into 
a pofture of dying; converſe with thy 
winding-ſhect, Coftm, Grave; let thy 
great Bangs be fo upon thy heart, that 
thou mayeſt every morning or- evening 
walk a turn or two with Death : Re- 
member how ever it be with thee now, 
thou maſt c*re long be gaſping and 'groan- || 
ing 'for breath upon thy dying-bed; and” 
grapple with the King of Terrors, and 
1m'a moment go down to the Grave, and 
+ ſhalt come up no, more, Fob 10:21. Ke 
|. If thou wouldſt _ ay HA AE 
F thoughts of thy latter end, go down to 
| Gugothe, and think upon thoſe dry bones, 


and 


; 3 
nd putrified bodies, and there revive the 
emory of your departed Relations, Huſ- 


 $ands, Wives, Children, Friends, Neigh- 


pop nh, 0, WW TT 8 WW 7 
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ours, and look beyond the Chambers of 
he Grave, converſe with thoſe miſerable 


ames, that diſmal darkneſs, imoak and 
ink of the bottomleſs pit, the ſcreeking 
t the damned, and roaring of the De- 


to cool their ſcorching tongues. And 
hen thou doſt think. upon thoſe milli- 
s of fouls that are hanging up in Hell, 
fleQ upon thy (elf, and expe thy turn 
xedily. Suppoſe every day thy laft, eve- 
y meal thy laſt, every journey thy aſt, 
ery duty, Sacrament, Sermon, thy laſt. 
nd when the Lords Day cometh, think 
ith thy ſelf this will be the laſt fpiri- 
ial Market, that I ſhall have to buy the 


ritual Oyle of Grace, and to provide 


Ir the' Bridegrooms coming} after this 


ay is ended, I may never more hear the. 
drd Jeſus ſpeak to me by the mouths of 
5s faithful Minifters, neyer be invited to 


me to Chriſt, or to believe, repent, part 
Ith'fin, and accept of a paxdon more, 
id fo demean thy {cf every day; and'in 

— R 2 every 


parted ſouls, give the prifoners of the. 
Fit a viſit. Meditate on the raging furious 


ls, the heart-piercing complaints for wa- 


J> 


_— 
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every duty, as if thou ſhould'ſ be called 
to God's Bar, and give up thine account 
at night, In all thy thoughts, words, 
. and actions, ſay to thy ſelf, Would I do 
thus and thus, viz. would I cat, drink, 
ſleep, converſe, buy, ſell, preach, hear,pray, 
or worſe,it I certainly knew this day would 
be my laſt, O ler that Motto, Mementi 
Mori, which ſome carry in their Rings, be 
engraven on your hearts, it being the great 
concernment of our lives. This is that 
which God's People, and ſome of the Hea 
then too, have been careful to remember 
King Aſ2 made his Sepulchre in his lite 
time, 2 Chrox. 16, 14. and ſome in thei; 
Gardens, and places of ſolace and deligh 
as Foſeph of _Arimathea, Fobn 19. 41. And 
{ome of the Heathen were wont to walk 
among the Graves, to = them in minc 
of Death; ſome have had their Graves 
alwaies before their Gates, others a deac 
mans $ku]l preſented every day at thei 
Tables; And ſhall we that believe the 
Dodrine of the other World, put off thi 
fcrious thoughts of death ? Soloneon advi 
© (cth us, togo to the houſe of mourning 
telling us it is better, becauſe the living 
will lay it to heart. When you hear the 


tydings ef the death of your Friends, R 
| lations 


- # 


la 
n 
{ 
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lations, or Neighbours, go thither; though 
not perſonally., yet contemplatively, in 
your minds and thoughts, go, and put 
your {clves in their ftead. And think thus, 
A living Man or Woman is become a dead 
Corps, or cold clay, the foul is gone to its 
everlaſting habitation 3 but to what place, 


led 


unt 


I 
[ do 
ink, 
ray,l 
Zuld 


"I who can tell? If he were a godly man, 


he is' certainly gone to Heaven 3 if thou 
had 3x0 ſuch a one,thy foul will ſhortly be with 
him but if an ungodly -man, he is cer- 
per # Fainly gone to Hell, and now among De- 
3&4 vis: And if thou art ſuch-an one, thou 
{ ſhalt e*'re long be there too.  *Tis true; 

the dead can have no thoughts of che 

living, but the living (faith Solomon) know 
J that they muſt dye. And you that are 
young, when you hear of the death of a 
lively, lauſty young man, or a lovely beauti- 
ful young Woman, ſtop, reflect, and- con- 


I man, or child, ina very little ſpace ?_I ſhall 
J fay no more by way of direction, only de- 
fire you to review the particulars before 
mentioned, and you that are Parents and 
Maſters of Families, who make conſcience 
of looking to the ſouls of thoſe commit- 
ted to your charge, may cauſe your chil 
K 3 


whether to be comforted or tormented, 


*1 ” 
$54 


ſider, may not this be thy caſe, O man, wo= .-* : 


| . OJ) 
dren and ſervants to learn by heart the 
particulars 1 here ſet down. 


, I. That it is moſt certain ax end will 
4 

2. At our laticy cud all things in thi 
World will be gone for ever. | 

3- All the pleaſures of fin will be gone, | 
and leare notbing but a ſting. 

4. That only which is cternal, will ftaud 
#s 21 ſtead. 

9. - Conſider which of the two Eternitics 
ere you going towards. | 

6. We arc all near oyr everlaſting babiza- 
11998. Fart, PS 

7. Tow kaow not how ſuddenly, or unex- 
pelied your end may be. - 

8. Fen death comes, your. ſouls are ſta- 
td, your ciernity 3s caſt. 
'-— + | 0.4 Dreadf and amazing fight, 


| #0 ſee a Chrifileſs ſoul breathing out bis 


loft. 


— — OG 


4. Oe, May be of Comfort to the poor 
people of God, who, through fear. of 
- Death, are all their life-time ſubjeR*to 
-*. bondage. Let not your hearts be trou- 
.-— bled, tear uot, neither be terrified epnne 
| . , KEY O 


th 


will 


thi 


114588 
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_ of this King of fears: But chear vþ your 


(-221 ) 


ſpirits, and comfort up . your hearts with 
this, that Death, as terrible as it-is to the $ 
wicked, cannot hurt you. The day of ' 
your death will be better than the day of * 
your birth, and therefore death 1s put into * '} 
the Believers Inventory, and: rec:coned a- 
mongſt his priviledges, 1 Cor. 3- 22. Death 
will.be gain to the godly man, v3z. an out- 
let to all-his-preſent miſery, and an in-let 
to endleſs glory, Thea the truly penitent, 
perplexed, wearied foul, ſhall be pertectly 
tree from the power of Satan, the ticry * 
darts, and dreadful temptations of that- ' 
unclean ſpirit. Then the old Serpent for + 
ever will he under their feet. Then the -, 
body of death ſhall.be put off, and the in- 4 
dwelling of fin, that natural fountain of ; 
Corruption , will be perfe&ly dried up. 4 
You fall never complain of vain thoughts, 
or hard hearts any more: Never doubt of , 
the truth of Grace, or favour of God. : 
more : The Believer ſhall then be with:Je- - 
fus Chrifi, the day of his diffolution wall”. 
be the day of his Coronation, he ſhall: 3 
then receive the Crown, and fit down on *} 
the Throne, and enter into his Maſters jay; 
which is fulneſs of joy and pleaſures for- 


CVCLIMOTe. . - £4 
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Object. I ſometimes think of death, but 
the thoughts of death and judgment are very 
terrible, Þ fear I ans not fit to dye, How ſhell 
it be known ? : 

Anſw. There is an habitual fitneſs for 
death, an actual ftnefs for death. Every 
graciouſly upright Man or Woman in the 
_ that fears God in boy Tr ha- 

itually fit to dye,f0 red for hs great 
change, that the ſti ol death, or {econd 
death ſhall not hurt him, having paſt the 
Qrait-gate, ſhot the gulf, he is out of dan- 
ger. -As foon as a man is in a ſtate of 
Grace born again, made a new creature, 
F .and*by Faith united unto the Lord Jeſus 
>  Chriſtz God is reconciled, his Perſon jus 


&- {tified, his fins pardoned, and recorded in 
F. the Court of Heaven, though his pardon 


F ts not bronght down, tranſcrib'd and 
* feal'd in the Court *@f his own Conſci- 
| ence, - The truly converted foul is Gods 
| ſpecial Favourite, and ſhall lodge in his 
 boſome, and never more be out of his fa- _ 
"your: tis true, Heaven may be out of 

+ fight, God may frown, but will never con- 
demi. There is now no condemnation to 
them that gre in Chriſt, Rom. 8, 1, If any 
43 mai 
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man' fin, we have an Adweate with the Fa= © 

ther, Feſus Chriſt the Righteous, 1 John 2.1. © 

. Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of © 

6-2 Gods Ele? it is God that juſtifyeth, it is 
Chriſt that died, Rom. 8. 33, 34- 


Qu. When # the Godly Man afixally pre- + 
pared for death? 


% 
\ 


Anſw. When his ſpiritual eſtate is well -] 
ſerled, viz. all made | between God and * 
- his ſoul particularly. | 


1. When a man is: truly conſcious to 
himfelf that he hath fincerely, and with 
much brokenneſs of heart repented of all” 

| His known fins committed bctore, or after 
converſion, ſo that there is no freſh or for- }; 
mer guilt remaining on him. This godly: 3 
ſorrow is the godly mans pleaſure, he de<. 7 
lights to be ſowing: in tears, Ioves with his... 
F ſoul a wet feed-time 3 for they that-fow in- 
tears ſhall reap a harveſt of. joy; which is 

a time of refreſhing. from the' preſence of *2 

| God compare Pſa. 126. 5, 6. and Aﬀis-'* 
3+ 19. | | Sa 4 
, 2. When fin is not fo great a burden; 
that he- is weary of this body of deathg# 


$3y.. © | 
y n - 
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” and. willing the infeed. houſe ſhould: be 
| pulled down, that the Leprofic. might. be 
- Cured, that fo he might never fin or offend 
” his Father more. The ſerious thoughts 
* and ſenſe of which is a heavy burden, and 
” matter of grief that makes him groan and 
F complain, We in this Tabernacle do groan 
>” being burdened : and O how bitterly did 
; St. Paxt complain ? Rom. 7. 24. O wretched 
* mae that T am, who ſhall deliver me from the 
bk body of this death ? He had been in deaths 
often fer the fake of his dear Lord, but 
© this death, his body of fin, troubled him 


| - to holy David, that he felt it in his very 
; bones, Pſal. 38. 3. | 


3. The godly man is fit to dye, when 
the Work of Grace is perfected, and his 
E Generation Work ended. When the be- 
| Heving ſoul hath his Veſſel full of Oyle,and 
| the Wedding Garment of the glorious 
Rightcouſneſs of Chriſt about him, then 
Che 1s a Vefſel of Honour prepared unto 
Tory; Rom: 9-23, wrought for the ſelt- 
| thing, 2 Cor. 4. 5. and made meet, 
er fit for the inheritance of the Saints in 
"light, Col. x. 12. The Ship that's laden 


Fa 
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F 
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" more than any: It was ſo great a burden - 


@x fraughted, 3s fit to put to Sea, and - — | 


oo 
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fail from hence, or for its appointed Port, 
The Labourer is fit to receive his Wages 


when he hath done his Work; So when -- 


the Heaven-born' ſoul hath faithtully (er- 
ved his Generation, and done the work in 
his Place, Calling, and Relations, for which 
God ſent him, gnd intrutied him (though 
the b<# tall ſhort, being in ſome degrees 
unprofitable Servants) then is he fit to wel- 
come death, though to the fleſh its the 
King of Terrors. When the godly man, 
living or dying, can appeal to the heart- 
ſearching God, as Hezekiab did, Iſa. 38. 


and ſay, 1 have finiſhed the work, which- tho:e 


gaveſt me #0 do, Fobn: 17. have finiſhed 


my courſe, and there 15 laid, up for me a 


Crown of Righteouſneſs, 2 Tim.4- 8. This: 


makes him fit and willing to depart to be: 
with Chrilt. > 


4. When fin-3s pardoned, and the par-; 
don ſealed; 3. e- when the clamerous noiſe: - 
of the guilt of fin in the Conſcience, 15, -. 
calm'd and filenced,by the blood ok yr F 


ling, and his evidences for Heaven, 


* 


right.” 
and. clear, fo that his better Countrey is | 
within view, and the Gate of Glory wide. -; 
open, namely, abundant Entrance 1nto the -- 
everlaliing Kingdom of our Lotd and Sa» 
vioug 4 
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viour Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. 1.11. Lot had a 
”. mind to prolong his time in Jodom, it was 
a goodly City, and he was not well aſſured 
- whither to go, when he had left it. But 


” . when the gracious foul is aſſured of a bet- 
ter ſtate, a better life, that's hid with Chriſt 


nent godly man dying : I fall but change 
my place, I ſhall not change my company. He 
may then (being ſeal'd to the day of Re- 
demption) long for his difſolution. 


5. When the heart is weaned from, and 
weary of this evil World, and fo inflam'd 
with love to- Chriſt, that it cannot live 
without him, or be abſent from him : Ha- 
; ving taſted of the Grapes of Efpcol, he 
mutt to Cenaanto ſee the good Land that 
. goodly Mountain. A fore-ſight-or glimpſe 
K of the ſweetneſs, beauty, and glory of the 
!” Lord Jcfus, will cauſe moſt vehement long- 
Ing to be with him. Now let-thy ſervant 
depart in-peace, for mine eyes bave ſeen thy 
' ſalvation: For this we groan carneſtly. 

' And O how confidently, quictly, and com- 


- 


| thoughts of death, that hath: fincerely re- 
{ pented of all fin, and to whom fin' is fo 
= grievous 2 burden, that he would dye Fu 


1; 
25 
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Mi. 


in God, fo that he can fay,ws once an emi-- 


fortably may ſuch a ſoul entertain the 


Þ w———_ -- 
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be rid of it. And whoſe ſoul is filled” 

and fraughted with Grace, and aſſured of 
Glory, and his heart {ent as a Harbinger - 
to Heaven before him.. And indeed a ſe- 
rious and hearty conſideration of our eter=- ? 
nal ſtate would provoke us to preſs carn-- ; 
eſtly after this. 


LO —— ——— 


To cloſe up all, let me ask you (as in * 
the preſence of the- great Judge of quick 
and dead, at whole dreadful tribunal you 
muſt all ſhortly ſtand )) theſe following . 


Q1ierics. 
Der. 1. 


Firſt; Whether-a ſeaſonable preparation - 
for death and judgement, viz- how you 
may eſcape Hell, and come ſafe to Hea= 
ven, be not the moſt urgent and impor- 
tant buſineſs you have in all the World >: 
Let your-Conſcience judge and determine.” 


Der. 2. 


Are not they in a very happy conditi--/ 
on, that do believe, repent, and turn to 
God with their whole heart ? who by li- 
ving a life of Grace, are truly prepared for - 


eath. 
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* Iofing Hcaven? Rom. 8. 1. Pſal. 37. 37. 


Orer. 3. 


Is it not poſſible that you being yet on 
this fide the Grave and Hell, may prepare 
for this evil day? Were you reſolved up- 
on it, it would be done: you have oftcn 
intended it, promiſed it, when thall it be ? 
none but the Devil, -and your Fleſh, will 
» fiop and hinder you. | 


Der, 4+ 


Do you firmly believe the things here 
will fail, that death will come, that tin tht 
accurſed thing will fiing, and that the im- 
. penitent ſinners caſe; at rhe hour of death 

wall be fad, and very deſperate? Let me 
fay to all ſuch, there is not a night you lye 
; down upon your beds, but you run a very 
great hazard: It death ſhould call, and 
you not ready, you muſt go, though you 
»be ruined to eternity, Maith. 25. 10, 11, 
12, 16, 22,23, ; 

Der. So_ 


- Hage you fo liyed, as to be tit to lye. 
WW | | | down 


death, and out of that dreadful "We" of 
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down in a Grave, to riſe again, and ſtand 
before God who is a conſuming hre? Do *' 
you know your ſelves in a ftate of Grace, _ 
that you are new-born, that your eviden- 
' ces for Heaven are clear and certain ? Is 
| your work done? Do your Lamps burn ? 

and have you a well-grounded afſurance, 
that you are in the number of thoſe to- 
whom death will be a priviledge 2 Phil. 1. 


21. 
Duer. 6. 


Can you chearfully, and without dread 
entertain the thoughts of a difſelution, © 
| and of leaving all your earthly and ſenſu» * 
al delights ? Suppoſe the dreadful Judge 
ſhould at this inftant fend death into this 
place, with the names of five or fix of 
you in his Writ or fore-head, and- death 

| ſhould fay, You, and you, this man, 'and, | 
| that, woman, muſt go along with me. | 
I have received a command from the. 
\ great and terrible God, ( who hath the 
| power of Death and of Hell) to bring 
| you young man, young woman, this day 
| or night before the Judgement-ſeat. : FE - 
have often warned you by ſending my-. 
Deputies, and that this ten, twenty, or ,; 
forty yearsz every Coffin , eycry dead (+ 
. Corps, 


- 
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” 
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© Corps, or Grave you have ſeen, was {o 
\- many intimations of my coming. . Now 

( faith death ) I am come, look here upou. 
* my commilſſion, ſce my dart, and my ſting, 
This dart muſt kill thy body, and ſend 
- thy ſoul into eternity. I command thee 
this moment, to bid adicu, to take thy 
leave of Friends, Relations, Houſes, Lands, 
pleaſures of fim, once for all. Thou 
ſhalt never {ce or enjoy them more, Lake 
. 12+ 19,20. O how can you think of your 
* dying, the worlds burning, the Trumpets 
} founding, the deads riſing, and ſtanding 
| at the Bar, and not fear and tremble ? 
; You Sons and Daughters of pleaſure! Did 
you conſider what horror and aſtoniſh- 
ment dogs you at the heels, which will 
* Inevitably come upon you as- travel on a. 
; woman with child, you would not ſay un-. 
to. God, Depart, and treaſure up- wrath, 
| lay up ſcourges -and ſcorpions for your-. 
* diſtreſſed Couls againſt the laſt day. 


Bner. 7.- 


| Let me ask you that pals for Saints, and 
| hepe of Heaven , whether - your Conſci-- 
2ences in ſecret do not tell you, that' you- 
e made but poor preparations for it ; 
Ls yea, 


E. 
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yea, it may be have done leſs for Heaven * 
than many that are now in Hell? 
You ſay you muſt dic, and come to 
judgement z but how ſtands the caſe as to ? 
the other World ? If you look downward ? 
to this World, it's well, but how is it 
within with your precious foul? Do you 
b2lieve that Atheiſts, Unbelievers, Drunk- 
ards, Swearers, Murderers, Thieves, Per- 
ſecutors, Lyers, Sabbath-breakers, Adul- | 
terers, Worldlings, are going fwiftly to 
Hell? Do you believe that Chriſt's flock 
t5 little, and not fear your ſelves ? Do you - 
think that Eſau, Fudas , Abab, Agrippe, * 
Herod, Simon Magus, the fooliſh Virgins are 
in Hell, and yet confident of your going to. 
Heaven? theſe have out-done many of 
you. Eſzu wept and cried for the bleſſing, © 
Heb. 12.19. Ahab humbled himſelf, 1 Kings 
21. 29. Herod did many things, and beard 
John joyfully, Mark 6. 20. Agrippa was al-* 
moſt a Chriſtian, Ads 26. 28. The Scribe . 
was not far from the Kingdom of God,Mark : 
I2. 34. The fooliſh Virgins were not pro-.; 
phane, they took ' care to trim their. 
Lamps,and knock'd at the door. Now what 
ſins have you Ieft ? what grace have you! 
exercis'd ? what duties have you perfor-" 
med ? and how ?: Take heed you be not? 
deceived; 4 


4 C'232 ) 
- Adeceaved ; Strive to enter in at the ftrait 
; gate, for many will ſeek to enter in, and ſhall 
#0t be able, Luke 13. 24. 


Der, WM 


You having ſo many warnings, tim? 
* *and means to prepare for death and judg- 
| ment, and will not,who will pity you when 
you periſh ? God will not. Prow. 1. 26,27. 
Chriſt will not, Lake 19-27- Angels,Saints, 
. Miniſters will not, all will ſay, away with 
them, let them be damn'd. 

And O what a killing and amazing fight 
will Chriſt's coming in the Clouds be to 
all that either denied his coming, or who 
| would not prepare for it. His incarnation 
. Was terrible, Matth. 2. 3. His Cxucinxion 
was more terrible, Luke 23+ 44, 45:47, 48+ 
But his being on the Tribunal will be moſt 
| terrible. Fhen ſhall the Tribes of the 
© Earth mourn, Matt. . 24. 30. and men cry 
to the rocks and mountains tov fail ou 
- them, Rev. 6, 15, 16. When they ſhall ſce 

ſo many thouſands and millions of Men 
and Women dragg'd down with all the 
| Devils of Hell, to that burning lake of 
Are and brimſtone. How will they then 


moura for. ſorrow of heart, and how! tor 
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vexation of ſpirit, and with bitter 
foul wiſh they kad never heard of Chriſt, ; 
that they had been born amongithe: Heas +7 
then, or never had a being,'or 'enjoy'd a 
life of pleaſure upon the earth ! How will ? 
the wretched ſinner beat his breaſt, pluck | 
off his hair, tcar his bowels, crying out : 
( when he ſees all hope is gone ) O that 
T had now no ſoul ! or that this. immor- * 
tal ſoul were mortal !--that I might now ©. 
dic, and breath no more ! or that my ſen- - 
tence might be but to lodge with, Devags 
in this burning lake ten. thouſand 'years, 
that ſo I might not remain in a ſtate of” 
baniſhment from the face and preſence of 
God to all eternity. - | 

O then pray!that ſerious thoughts of death - 
may be alwates upon thine heart; and whi- 
ther thcu goeſt, let them goz and where 
thou lodgeſt, let them lodge 3 that thou 
mayeſt ſpeak of it to thy Children and 
Family, when thou fitteſt in thine houſe, 
and when thou walkeſt by the way, and : 
when thou lieft down, and when thou 
riſeſt up.” O let theſe great things of |! 
death and judgement, be bound as a fign 2; 
upon -thine hand, and write them upon 
the poſts of thine houſe, and on thy gates, 1 
that they may be alwaics before thine } 

; eyes, -* 
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"eyes, ad for thy good alwaics, that thou 
mayeſt —__ leſt thou forget the Lord 
© Suh "God, and the everlaſting concern- 

; of Ty immortal foul. and Gods 
--anger be kindled againſt thee ,, and' de- 
$=a thee ſuddenly with a mighty de- 
- ftruQion. 

Conſider now what I have ſpoken, and 
| | the Lord give thee underſtanding in all 
"{ things, 2 Tim. 2. 7. Which is that God 
k wilheth in the Text , O that they were 

| | ve. wiſe, thet they waderſtood this, rf they 
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